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Who's the bestest security guard in Edmonton? How 
about the bestest streetcorner dancer, or the bestest 
shit-disturbers? What's the bestest pet cemetery, or the 
bestest birthday party venue, or even the bestest place 
to see fat guys with their shirts off? There's only one 
place to find out all that and more: Vue Weekly’s Third 
Annual Bestest of Edmonton edition. And we've thrown 
a few worstests in there too, just to spice things up ° 10 
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ARTISTS: 
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GJoR ON THE STREET 


CISR IS VERY PLEASED TO 
CONGRATULATE FM 88 VOLUNTEER 
TINA LA PRATT FOR WINNING A 
2005 PRIDE AWARD FOR 
COMMUNITY SERVICE. TINA WAS 
HONOURED DURING THIS YEAR'S 
PRIDE WEEK CEREMONIES, 
RECOGNIZING HER OUTSTANDING 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE CITY'S 
LGBTQ COMMUNITY. TINA ALSO 
ORGANIZES A MONTHLY BI-SEXUAL 
WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP. 


AT THE STATION, TINA IS THE 
PRODUCER AND HOST OF THE 
FOUR DIRECTIONS, A PROGRAM 
THAT FEATURES NATIVE AND FOLK 
MUSIC FROM AROUND THE WORLD, 
HEARD EVERY TUESDAY MORNING 
FROM 9 TO 11 AM. 


CONGRATULATIONS TINA! 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Prize specimen 


I was one of just 4,000 people who visit- 
ed gay icon Walt Whitman's stark home 
outside Philadelphia city limits across 
the Delaware River in Camden, New Jer- 
sey last year, and | found myself moved 
when | stepped inside Whitman's bed- 
room and saw the actual bed he died in 
back in 1892. Whitman the poet also 
presides over three connected stories, 
each exploring the search for beauty in 
a dehumanizing world, in American 
author Michael Cunningham’s just-pub- 


lished novel Specimen Days, which is 
named after Whitman's autobiography 
Specimen Days & Collect. 

Some critics have complained Cun- 
ningham rips off his previous novel, The 
Hours, in which another three interwo- 
ven tales feature Virginia Woolf. But | 
think not. “Whitman means a great 
deal to me,” Cunningham explains 
over the phone. “He was America’s 
whirling dervish. He came along at an 
especially difficult time. He wasn’t 
naive. He was a great liberating spirit.” 

| think the same is true of Cunning- 
ham. The first story of his | ever read was 
a May 1992 Mother Jones magazine 
piece | accidentally rediscovered digging 
through boxes last week before blab- 
bing with Cunningham. The feature was 
about the meteoric rise of Queer Nation 
across America and was titled “If you're 
queer and you're not angry in 1992, 
you're not paying attention. If you're 
straight it may be hard to figure out 
what all the shouting’s about.” It 
reminded me of my own days in the 
trenches. But is Cunningham still angry? 
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“Sure | am,” he says, “but I’m angry 
about different things. Anger evolves 
over time. The departure point was 
Queer Nation. Today, gay people are 
livid about the fundamentalist platform 
of the Republican Party. | think George 
W. Bush is an evil man. He's doing terri- 
ble things to the world. Every day 
there’s a new horror. I’m also horrified 
that 51 per cent of Americans—after 
four years of being lied to and seeing 
their children off to die—voted for more 
of this. That was sobering.” 

New York-based Cunningham was 
out of town during the September 11 
attacks and believes America squandered 
an opportunity to tap into world sympa- 
thy and empathy in the wake of 9/11. 
“Instead of bonding with the world, we 
have chosen bombing,” he says. “Such 
an opportunity will not present itself for 
another 50 to 100 years. This is lasting 
damage and it infuriates me.” 

Cunningham admits feeling much 
pressure following up The Hours, which 
won the Pulitzer and also saw Nicole 
Kidman nab an Oscar for Best Actress 


for playing Woolf in the film adaptation. 
“4 was really pleased with the movie,” 
Cunningham says. “You can imagine 
the [poor] odds of getting a movie like 
that made. And winning the Pulitzer 
was entirely unexpected. | sat down 
stunned; | thought, ‘My God, a book 
with ambiguous sexuality has been 
deemed indicative of the American 
experience.’ It was momentous news— 
like finding out you're HIV-negative.” 
Winning a Pulitzer doesn’t mean 
groupies are throwing themselves at 
Cunningham, though. “Not nearly 
often enough!” he laughs. “Please 
include the fact that | am looking for 
groupies. As for getting better tables in 
restaurants, well, there’s no such thing 
as a famous American novelist.” 
Cunningham adapted his earlier 
novel, A Home at the End of the World for 
the big screen himself, and the film 
caused a furor last year over Colin Far- 


rell’s full-frontal nude scene. “It was 
blown so out of proportion,” Cunning- 
ham says. “All the press wanted to do 
was talk about his dick. Colin just got sick 
of talking about it. So he called the direc- 
tor [Michael Mayer] and asked him to 
use a different shot and Michael agreed,” 
Cunningham laughs when | ask whether 
Farrell really is hung like a horse. “That 
was the rumour. [But] I’ve seen it. It was 
a beautiful dick. It’s not terrifying.” 
Cunningham travels to his old 
apartment-turned-workspace daily. 
Right now he’s scripting Lolly Winston's 
novel Good Grief for Julia Roberts (“I’m 
two-thirds the way through the first 
draft, which | hope to complete by the 
end of July”), and when he’s not writ- 
ing, he’s reading. “| read newspapers 
and magazines every day,” Cunning- 
ham says. “I have piles everywhere. I’m 


indiscriminate in my taste of maga- 
zines. I'll read any piece of crap!” 

Which brings us to the National 
Enquirer. “They ran a photo of me kiss- 
ing Calista Flockhart,” Cunningham 
recalls. “It was at the Golden Globes 
the year The Hours was nominated and 
! met Calista and Harrison Ford [at the 
next table]. The awards were extreme- 
ly long and everybody got extremely 
drunk. So | went out for a cigarette 
with Calista. We were so drunk we just 
started making out. Then Harrison Ford 
steamed in and said, ‘What's going on 
here?’ | thought | could take Harrison 
Ford. But in the end he just felt guilty.” 

That’s the one time Cunningham 
has been in the Enquirer. “Well,” | crack, 
“You have now officially arrived!” 

“You know,” Cunningham laughs, 
“you have to kiss a girl to get in the 
Enquirer... | mean, I’ve kissed a lot of 
handsome boys too.” © 
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By CHRIS BOUTET 


AMERICANS: 
TOO DUMB! 


Hey, let’s face it: building cars? It’s a 
pretty easy job, considering the entire 
process has long since been broken 
down into an assembly line system 
composed of easy-to-learn, mindlessly 
repeated tasks that even small babies 
could probably perform if all those stu- 
pid child-labour laws didn’t exist in 
North America. Still, there are appar- 
ently some less educated populations 
out there who just have a harder time 
than others figuring the whole car- 
building thing—which is why Toyota 
Motor Manufacturers opted to build 
their new North American plant in 
Woodstock, Ontario rather than Ameri- 
ca’s South, despite hundreds of millions 
of dollars in subsidies offered by several 
Confederate-flag-flyin’ states. 
According to a report from the 
Canadian Press on Sunday, the polite 
version of the snub was that Ontario 
workers are just better trained than their 
American counterparts, making it more 
cost-efficient to train workers when the 
new plant opens in 2008. “The level of 
the workforce in general is so high that 
the training program you need for peo- 
ple, even for people who have not 
worked in a Toyota plant before, is mini- 
mal compared to what you have to go 
through in the United States,” said Gerry 
Fedchun, president of the Automotive 
Parts Association in an interview with the 
CP. “The educational level and the skill 
level of the people down there is so 
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much lower than it is in Ontario.” 

Although several U.S. states were 
allegedly prepared to offer more than 
twice the construction and maintenance 
subsidies put forward by the Ontario 
government, Toyota remained unenthu- 
siastic about the prospect, citing difficul- 
ties encountered by Nissan and Honda 
in getting new southern U.S. plants up 
to full capacity due to a grossly 
untrained—and often illiterate—work- 
force. In at least one instance, Nissan 
reported having to use diagrams and 
“pictorials” to teach illiterate workers 
how to use the high-tech equipment. 

In response to the news, U.S. officials 
reportedly stared blankly at nothing in 
particular for a while, then kind of fur- 
rowed their brows and moved their 
mouths like they were going to say some- 
thing, then just went back to staring. 


CRISIS: AVERTED! 


Despite concerns that the newly-institut- 
ed public smoking ban would result in 
widespread bankruptcy for Edmonton's 
bars, casinos and restaurants due to the 
legions of smokers who would obviously 
rather stay home and smoke their brains 
out than go out and have fun, it seems 
things actually turned out pretty okay. 

According to a report from the CBC, 
our first weekend out from under the 
haze of cigarette smoke went off without 
a hitch, prompting a few bemused smiles 
and “hey, whaddaya know?” shrugs 
from business owners like Dadeo’s 
Howard Silverman who were fearing the 
worst. “It’s all good, man,” Silverman, 
who opposes the ban, told the CBC. “No 
problems. To be honest with you, | think 
there are more people who are happy 
not to have to breathe it in.” 

It appears, however, that there are 
still a few kinks that need to be ironed 
out—for instance, according to the CBC, 
some East Indian and Middle Eastern 
establishments are wondering whether 
or not their hookahs—water pipes 
through which patrons smoke a mixture 
of tobacco, molasses and fruit—fall 


under the ban. “My customers, they are 
actually phoning us now, every single 
day, asking us what's going to happen,” 
restaurateur Ghada Ghazal told the CBC. 

The story noted that these owners 
had yet to hear any direction from the 
city regarding the legality of hookahs; a 
quick phone call on Vue's part to John 
Wilson of the Edmonton Planning 
Department's complaints and investiga- 
tions section, however, found Wilson had 
not been approached by any business 
owners over the question of hookahs. 

“lf | had been contacted by these 
people, | would have simply told them 
that if your product contains tobacco, 
the bylaw applies,” Wilson said. “It’s a 
ban on lighted tobacco products. | real- 
ly can’t make it any clearer than that.” 


STUDENT LOANS: 
INESCAPABLE! 


The Canadian Federation of Students 
says it’s considering an appeal after the 
organization lost a court battle on 
Monday in which they sought to chal- 
lenge the federal law that bars students 
from declaring bankruptcy for 10 years 
after studies cease. 

“Students, along with those con- 
victed of fraud, are about the only peo- 
ple who don’t have the resort of 
bankruptcy,” said CFS research director 
Michael Conlon in an interview with 
the Canadian Press. “From our stand- 
point, if an individual has fallen into 
difficult circumstances and has 
incurred the debt honestly, they should 
be entitled to the same rights as every 
other Canadian citizen.” 

As such, CFS launched the suit in 
2000, arguing that the 10-year prohi- 
bition discriminates against students 
based on a false stereotype that stu- 
dents renege on debts. Justice Gordon 
Sedgwick of the Ontario Superior 
Court disagreed, ruling on Friday that 
student loan debtors do not constitute 
a specific group that should be pro- 
tected against discrimination by Sec- 
tion 15 of the Charter. © 
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gerous, nevertheless under- 
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- times of political controversy is a tactic 


that’s been used in all kinds of places 
“on all kinds of issues. When Australian 
Prime Minister John Howard 
announced during the last election 
that he didn’t want to make the con- 

test “about illegal immigration,” he 
was really speaking to all the racists 
‘out there who wanted to blame their 
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Dispatch from Operation Grahass 


The shadow of Abu 
Ghraib looms over 
Michael Tucker’s 
soldiers-in-lraq doc 
Gunner Palace 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


Palace, Michael Tucker and Petra 

Epperlein’s documentary of the 
2/3 Field Artillery unit of the U-S. 
Army in insurgency-mired Baghdad, 
a brief title flashes onto the screen: 
“Tuesday Morning 0200 Hours. Oper- 
ation Grabass: Raid on Suspected 
Bomb Builders.” The camera enters 
the house to survey the aftermath of 
the raid. One of the soldiers says, “He 
was going for this, but I punched him 
in the fuckin’ face. He was going for 
the AK [gun].” Then Tucker says in 
his calm, teportorial voiceover, “Intel- 
ligence says that hardcore bomb 
builders are in this house. They’re 
looking for a few brothers.” 

The camera goes back outside. 
“Keep your mouth shut,” we hear a 
soldier say, and now we're looking at 
One of the brothers, a man in a blue 
shirt and pants, kneeling on the 
§round, hands cuffed behind his 
back. “I’m a journalist,” he says. The 
Soldier leans over him, looks down 
and says, “I don’t care. We've got a 
journalist filming with us right now. 
Keep your mouth shut.” The man 
looks directly at us and says, a little 
more quietly, “You see that in cam- 
£ra. lam journalist. You do that, you 
mistake us.” Quiet, the soldiers are 
telling him, “shut up.” The nian 
mutters, “Just shut your mouth in 


[reise minutes into Gunner 


Iraq. I know that ‘shut up.’” The sol- 
diers take him away, and Tucker says 
in voiceover, “No evidence of bomb 
building was found in the house. All 
of the brothers were detained and 
transferred to Abu Ghraib prison.” 

Tucker shot Gunner Palace in Iraq 
in September 2003 and February 2004, 
but the Abu Ghraib torture scandal of 
a few months later (where a soldier's 
leaked information and an investiga- 
tion by Seymour Hersh in The New 
Yorker, amongst other reports, detailed 
shocking pictures and eyewitness 
accounts of emotional, mental and 
physical torture of Iraqi prisoners, 
most of them innocent civilians) 
stains the film, spreading out from 
this scene in a sickening wash of taint- 
ed innocence and corrupting power. 
In fact, I learn as I talk with Tucker 
over the phone from New York that 
it’s amoment he’s still retracing. 

“That's the whole focus of my life 
right now,” he says. “I was just in 
Baghdad, I just met him, the guy who 
was arrested, actually, I won’t give 
you his name. He was taken away 
twice, both immediately after and 
then before I went to Baghdad the 
second time, we tried to locate where 
he was and we heard that he was in 
Abu Ghraib. About two months ago, I 
got an e-mail from someone who is a 
young journalist and a friend of 
theirs who watched the film in New 
York and recognized the prisoner. 

“I just met him in Baghdad,” he 
continues, “He spent nine months in 
Abu Ghraib. It looked like there was 
some abuse; he was very traumatized. 
It’s really chilling—he’s 38 years old, 
just like 1 am, he’s a cameraman, just 
like I am. Using a word like ‘moving’ 
wouldn’t even do it justice. You're just 
sitting there, going, ‘I cannot believe 
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that this happened.’ I mean, from a 
distance you can believe that it hap- 
pens, but when you see it up close 
and personal.... When his friends 
watched the film and saw him being 
arrested, they were openly weeping. 
The anger and the resentment and 
them trying to hold it all together— 
you know, these are very decent, com- 
pletely liberal, secular people who've 
been mistakenly branded as terrorists. 
It’s appalling. To me, that’s going to 
be the biggest footnote of the film, 
following through with that.” 


IN JUST 85 MINUTES, Gunner Palace 
offers enough footnotes to expand 
into a series of books as it documents 
the 2/3 gunners’ time in Baghdad, 


DOCUMENTARY 


where they act as social workers, 
training officers and cops. Stationed 
in Uday Hussein's once-lavish palace 
in Adhamiya, a tense area of the city, 
400 soldiers swim in the pool, have 
after-raid parties, practise golf on 
makeshift putting greens, rap impro- 
vised lyrics about being soldiers in 
Iraq and try to make sense of what 
the hell they're doing there. 

Gunner Palace is intent on show- 
ing the day-to-day ins and outs of a 
moral and military quagmire, and 
moments like the scene where the 
brothers are taken off to Abu Ghraib 
are the real moments of invasion and 
violation, just one of countless 
instances where suffering is muted, 
consequences are delayed and we 
have to look beyond the surface of 
the surreal routine of war for the hor- 
ribly real tragedies slowly unfolding. 

“People from the outside are 


looking for the violence,” Tucker 
says, “but they're looking for a total- 
ly different violence than the vio- 
lence that exists. And the violence is 
going into someone’s house, the vio- 
lence is pulling them out in the mid- 
dle of the night, the violence is his 
mother there, shaking, as the heli- 
copters are going over the house. 
We're so jaded to kind of a movie 
violence [that] when we see some- 
thing real, something that really 
touches us, like the people living in 
the middle of a war, it’s an interest- 
ing perspective on it. It’s not show- 
ing people what they expect to see, 
so they don’t really understand it.” 

There is, Tucker points out, “stuff 
that Iraqis would notice—they see 
subtle little things about the interac- 
tion in a home, the interaction with 
women... all these things they find 
atrocious. Or that last scene, where 
they're pulling the people out of the 
chairs and one group of soldiers is 
screaming, ‘Get the fuck up!’ and the 
other group is screaming, ‘Get the 
fuck down!’ To me that’s a very real 
kind of violence, and you look over 
and there’s a child sitting there with 
his uncle or something and you 
think, ‘Oh my God! What's going to 
happen with him?’” 


THE FIRST NIGHT that Tucker was 
with the unit, they got mortared. 
“Then,” he says, “on the street, basic 
random gunfire, rooftop sniper kind 
of stuff, then of course IEDs {impro- 
vised explosive devices] were just 
popping up then, but by the time I 
went back the second time, two of 
them had been killed, and probably 
at that point about 40, 45 of them 
had been wounded.” The sudden rips 
in the thin fabric of post-war Iraq are 
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always sobering. “I was just in Bagh- 
dad,” Tucker says. “It was perfectly 
normal and quiet and everything 
was great and wonderful and 1 came 
home and four days later, the place 
where I was just the Friday before 
was hit by three car bombs.” 

Tucker, who shot Gunner Palace on 
DV (Epperlein, his wife, is the film’s 
co-editor, co-producer and co-direc- 
tor), vividly contrasts the harsh reali- 
ties of “minor combat” on the ground 
with Rumsfeld’s prosaic, cheery pro- 
nouncements on Iraq as reported on 
air. Soldiers joke around, even parrot- 
ing Joker's lines in Full Metal Jacket as 
they simultaneously mask and express 
what they're doing in Iraq, but they 
still can’t come to terms with their sit- 
uation. There's no way to make sense 
of the mess that these soldiers, most 
of them from working-class back- 
grounds, are stuck in the middle of, a 
mad world of cultural confusions and 
bitterness, sudden loss and lurking 
threats. And Tucker's film offers just a 
glimpse of one comer of all the chaos. 

The soldiers who arrested that 
cameraman, for instance, aren't really 
to blame—they were carrying out 
orders based on faulty intelligence 
that came from someone else. Even 
some of the Iraqi co-operators in the 
film are later accused of colluding 
with insurgents. In the mess that Iraq 
has become, there don’t seem. to be 
any answers. “The war has mutated 
to the point where it’s just not simple 
anymore,” Tucker says. “No amount 
of politics is going to solve it.” @ 
GUNNER PALACE 
Directed by Michael Tucker and Petra 
Epperlein * Zeidler Hall, The Citadel 

Fri-Mon, July 8-11 (9pm) * Metro 

Cinema * 425-9212 
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By CHRIS BOUTET 


Stabby birthday, Canada 


Well, another Canada Day has come 
and gone in Edmonton, and | think it’s 
safe to say that it was a little disappoint- 
ing. Oh sure, from a purely technical 
standpoint, Canada Day did everything 
it was supposed to do: the country of 
Canada did its part by getting one year 
older, and we Canadians held up our 
end by forcing the national economy to 
grind to a halt long enough for us to 
get drunk and wear our vodka-soaked 
flag like a dress while we screamed at 
strangers from the skylight of a rented 
Hummer limo. All things considered, 
Canada Day was an unqualified success. 
Nonetheless, walking down Whyte 
| Ave last Friday, | sensed a subtle hint of 
| disinterest in the air, something intangi- 
ble that lay beneath the slick veneer of 
fireworks and police officers that is 
Edmonton’s version of partying. There 
was a distinct halfheartedness to the 
WHOOs that rose above the clamour of 
idling lowriders and borrowed-for-the- 
evening Nissan Sentras—they were 
| WHOOs of obligation, born out of a sense 
of duty to enjoy oneself on the one day 
that life should most be like a beer com- 
mercial. Hell, even the dozens of cops 
who lined the streets of Party Central 
seemed to lack the motivation of years 
past, spending more time happily posing 
| for pictures with drunk girls from out of 
town than trying to look menacing and 
| so effectively creating the expectation of 
| violence that Edmontonians have always 
been happy to live up to... 
..until this year, that is, which fea- 
tured not nine, not six, not even two— 


| but precisely zero bar-related stabbings. 


Not one! Seriously—a Canada Day in 
Edmonton without some bar patron 


| getting the old shiv-in-the-kidney-from- 


Enjoy yoga in a 
beautiful venue tailor 
made for you with 

a focus on flexibility, 
health and wellbeing. 


light or, like, a Christmas without pre- 
sents—moreso if the presents are also 
knives. | mean, when a population as 
pro-stabbing as ours goes from eight 
stabbings last July 1 to zero this year... 
well, something must be horribly 
wrong. Something so big that all the 
knifey-knifey, that’s-for-talking-to-my- 
ex-girlfriend-at-the-shooter-bar in the 
world woudn’t set things right. 

It's possible that, in Edmonton, 
Canada Day has simply peaked, and 
now, four years removed from our last 
riot, we've finally come to terms with 
the fact that it’s probably not going to 
happen again. And while some would 
argue that this is, in fact, a good thing, 
| disagree; after all, without the grim 
spectre of potential mayhem and the 
challenge of containing it hanging over 
our collective head and consuming our 
thoughts every year, Edmontonians 
might be inclined to start looking 
around and realizing that Champtown’‘s 
Canada Day celebration, well, kind of 
sucks the proverbial dink. You know, in 
that one proverb? With the dinks? Man, 
didn’t you people go to Sunday school? 

Whatever. My point, dear readers, 
is that with the prospect of another 
civil-order-flouting riot quickly fading 
into the realm of fantasy, it looks like 
we're going to have to spice things up 
in other ways. Like... oh, | don’t know; 
maybe our city could find a way to put 
on a fireworks display that doesn’t look 
like we just used a trebuchet to launch 
a bunch of burning diapers and 
coloured sand in the direction of the 
river valley. Or hey, maybe we could 
do something about the “waterfall” 
that shuts down the High Level Bridge 
every year so it can feebly spritz its 
misty payload onto a 30-foot-wide sec- 
tion of the North Saskatchewan in a 
way that theoretically honours Cana- 
da’s birthday. We don’t even have to 
do the obvious thing and just get rid of 
the thing; instead, why not try using 
gas instead of water and turn it into a 
bona fide, Canada-loving, balls-out 
fucking firefall? Now that's something 
everyone could enjoy, and especially if 
we just left it on all year. Hey? We 
could even change our slogan to 
“Home of the Fire-Bridge”! Hey? HEY? 

Ahh, you guys suck. @ 


Here's your 
opportunity 
to save lives. 


Book a blood 
donation 
appointment 
today! 


Canadian 
Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Donor Clinic Hours 
Monday - Friday 

3 pm-7 pm 

8:30 am - 1:30 pm & 


Saturda’ 
9am-2Zpm 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 


for more Information of to bouk an appointment. 
bloodservices.ca 
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By DARREN ZENKO 


Tet offensive 


The sun beats down on Browntown, 
bone-drying the playfields and flash- 
roasting the streetlevel strollers flaunt- 
ing their wifebeaters, bumhuggers and 
brand-new babies. At least, I'm guess- 
ing they’re babies; the little sunshad- 
ing, rolling cocoon-pods that 
mainstreamers trundle their tykes 
around in these days are so safely 
screened off from the solar cancer curse 
it’s hard to tell—a third of the time, it’s 
a dog in there. Hey, babe, however you 
want to raise your pup; it’s damn hot, 
and if Scruffers'd rather lounge around 
licking his ass in a nylon tricycle than 
run after sticks and rescue kids from 
wells, that’s between you and him. 

Me, I’m beating the heat by get- 
ting loaded on the Black Dog patio. | 
hope this ratty makeshift tarpaulin 
awning—l’m guessing it’s to protect 
patrons from errant debris from the 
treefort construction going on in 
back—becomes some kind of perma- 
nent fixture. The shade’s blessed and 
welcomed by us pasty nerds when the 
weather gets so nice the sheer guilt of 
daytime gaming drives us out of doors. 

Can't escape digital entertainment 
that easily, though. You straights don’t 
know what it’s like for a game freak to 
walk down the street after 20-odd hours 
of GTA. It’s not so much the homicidal 
feelings Congressmen and the moral 
mommies like to rant about—though a 
little AK action, just for the dumbfuck 
SUVers who figure their epic Quest for 
Parking gives them the right (the duty! 
for the children!) to wrong-way it down 
one-way streets, would be nice. No, it’s 
more the itch to jack cars. The brain 
sends inevitable reflex impulses coursing 
through a player’s body when we spot 
the real-world models for our favourite 
GTA rides. For me, it’s CRXes; | don’t 
know how they handle in real life (no 
license), but the digitally analogous 
“Blista Compact” has the kind of git-up 
that touches me in my special place. I’ve 
got a sweet little unit garaged out at 
Verdant Meadows that’s riced up like 
you wouldn’t fucking believe. Pop the 
hydraulics and head cross-country and 
that baby’ll make San Fiero in... 

Shit! No! | came up here to get out 
of game space, and drunk; when my 
buddy came over to drag my widening 
Ss out into the sunshine it took me a 
while to actually remember how to 
Speak without dialogue options. But 
wouldn’t you know it, the inevitable 
happens—15 minutes into our cups the 
Conversation somehow turns to Tetris. 

| swear to God, it wasn’t me who 
started it! | was safely, non-nerdily shoot- 
ing the shit about rock music, belt buck- 
les, cigarettes and flood insurance, when 
all of a sudden my pal and this stone fox 
with six-inch-heel KISS boots and no 
Panties on under her denim dress were 
locked in a savage pissing match over 
who kicks the most ass on the legendary 
Russian life-wrecker. It was unbelievable, 


back-and-forth bragging like it was some 
kind of freestyle rap battle. Boasts about 
levels, speeds, play styles and the mono- 
maniacal frequency with which they 
rocked the blocks. When my friend 
made a yawning comment about how 
he'd made the Game Boy Tetris his bitch 
and the girl casually gave him the 
freakin’ cheat code to make the game go 
to Level 15, | was so insta-crushed | 
drunkenly proposed marriage. 

That's one of the (many) great 
things about Tetris—girls like it. Most 
videogame bull sessions are embarrass- 
ing sausage parties, but when Tetris 
comes up it's like a sexy co-ed slumber 
party. And Tetris does come up, often, 
and it’s hilarious because something like 
20 per cent of first-world young(ish) 
adults are absolutely convinced they— 
or some sibling or cousin—are the rul- 
ing monarch of Tetris; I’ve seen guys 
have to leave the room and cool off 
because some other Blockhead was frus- 
trating them beyond patience by refus- 
ing to accept their superiority. 

The funny thing is, for most people, 
Tetris-bragging doesn’t make them look 
all that super-cool; Tetris stories are very 
often stories of obsession, compulsion, 
misanthropy and social seclusion: “All | 
did from Grade 7 until | went to univer- 
sity was sit in my basement playing gui- 
tar and Tetris”; “When my dad tried to 
make me stop playing | got so mad | 
smashed the TV and he kicked me out 
of the house”; “| kept a Game Boy on 
my toilet tank and for 10 years | played 
Tetris every time | took a shit.” 

| wonder if Tetris creator Alexei 
Pazhitnov knew what he was unleashing 
back in that mad June of 1985, when he 
took a break from coding the revolu- 
tionary software of the workers’ glorious 
struggle on monstrous grey diesel-pow- 
ered SovTek computer/tractors to cob- 
ble together a fun little opiate for the 
masses. The winds of change were 
blowing hard that season; new-broom 
Gorbachev was sweeping the Kremlin 
with his exciting new reforms while 
bootleg samizdat cassettes of “Careless 
Whisper” were sweeping the grey-mar- 
ket alleys of Moscow and teaching a 
generation of Russian youth about love, 
Western-style. Did he nervously 
chainsmoke Belomorkanals in his state- 
standard cubby while his creation 
spread like a virus around the USSR, 
finally metastasizing out into the West 
via opportunistic Hungarian hackers? 
Was he surprised when American, 
British and Japanese executives started 
showing up at the offices of his Com- 
munist Masters waving contracts and 
cheques, all claiming to already own 
what they were supposedly trying to 
buy in an international licensing dispute 
whose incredibly fucked-up legal and 
financial repercussions shaped—and are 
still shaping—an entire industry? 

Could he have possibly guessed that 
his game would stand as Communism’s 
greatest contribution to the art of inter- 
active entertainment, and that 20 years 
later the decadent, drunken spawn of 
Capital's poisoned womb would still be 
scrapping over it? That the phrase “It 
feels so fucking good when you slide that 
long piece into the slot” would be giv- 
ing Canadian boys summertime boners 
into the 21st century? 

No way; Tetris is so awesome, even 
its creator had no clue as to its poten- 
tial. If he had, he would have been 
smart enough to get more than a 
knockoff 286 clone and-a nicer apart- 
ment out of the deal. ® 
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Visit our website at 


www.cleanairpassport.com 
for full contest rules and details. 
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Support 
smoke-free 
business 


Edmonton's smoke-free public places 
bylaw takes effect July 1, 2005. 


Get your Passport and Stickers at 
participating businesses and enter 
to win a trip for 2 to San Francisco! 


Contest rules 

* Collect stickers from participating business during 
the month of July 

® Get stickers from 4 different businesses to qualify 
for a draw for a Grand Prize 

* Enter at any participating locatior 

* Only one entry per participant 

© Draw date is August 31, 2005 

* Contest is open to Capital Health region residents 
18 and older 


Why support smoke-free nightlife? 

¢ Second-hand smoke kills thousands of Canadians 
each year 

* Hospitality workers are at greater risk 

Everyone has a right to work in an environment 
with clean air 

* Studies show no long-term economic impact 


on a community's business 

* Only 20% of Albertans smoke 

* Most Albertans (68%) support smoke-free bars, 
restaurants and gaming establishments 


Please drink responsibly. Don't drink and drive. 
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bestest 
af everything 


We celebrate our city’s quirkiest Corners in 
our 3rd annual Bestest of Edmonton feature 


By VUE STAFF 


ILLUSTRATED BY JAMES GRASDAL 


his is Vue Weekly’s third annual 
P= of Edmonton feature, and 
we're proud to say that our pla- 
toon of writers has once again pre- 
pared several pages’ worth of prose 
showcasing our city at its finest. Is 
there another feature like it any- 
where else in Canada? We have our 
doubts. Sure, sure, a lot of other alt- 
weeklies run so-called “best of the 
city” features, but we here at Vue feel 
that, as an expression of civic pride, 
those long lists of noteworthy local 
businesses tend to be somewhat lack- 
ing in poetry and imagination. Sure- 
ly, we thought, the true spirit of a 
city is to be found somewhere 
besides the Yellow Pages 
That's where the Bestest of Edmon- 
ton comes in—dozens of quirky mini- 
essays praising (and occasionally 
bemoaning) the unsung, intangible, 
ineffable qualities that make this city 
special, from the Bestest Security 
Guard and the Bestest Pet Cemetery to 
the Bestest Place to See Fat Guys With 
Their Shirts Off and the Worstest Awk- 
vard rare (Surprisingly, those entries 
wo different places.) Enjoy 
;  Einatipa_ sia guys are 


Contributors: Colleen Addison (CA); 
Jocelyn Ahlf (JA); David Berry (DB); Leah 
Collins (LC); Brian Gibson (BG); Chad 
H); lain Ilich (11); Paul 
wychuk (PM); Ross Moroz (RM); 
(EM); Carolyn Nikodym 
Steven Sandor (SS); Christopher 
(CT); Darren Zenko (DZ) 
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Bestest Welcome to the City 
ning to Edmonton along Calgary 
not far from the airport, just out- 


side the city limits, facing south, there’s 
a.mannequin moving slowly on a 
treadmill. He'll have neon green shorts 
on in summer, a Halloween costume in 
October, maybe hunter's gear or a 
parka in other months. Sure, he’s 
advertising some place there that sells 
treadmills, but | like to think, as the 
man runs eternally, that he represents 
your average Calgarian stuck in the rat 
race, and there's no better symbol to 
leave behind on your way into our 
slightly offbeat, just a little more laid- 
back, definitely not run-of-the-mill city. 
Besides, Edmontonians could always 
start a campaign to free the poor Dil- 
bert-like dummy from his endless 
slog.... (BG) 


Bestest Highway to Hit 

at the Crack of Dawn 

We're lucky enough to live in a city 
that’s far enough from the Rocky 
Mountains to make it special when 
you're there, and close enough to 
actually make it a (long) day trip. Of 
course, there are two ways to get 
there, so which one is the best way to 
go? Hands down, it's the Yellowhead 
westbound. Not only does it have a 
cooler name than that other major 
thoroughfare, but you also get to start 
out with the sun rising behind you 
and lighting up the road ahead, 
rather than blinding you from the 
side. Sure, both roads will get you to 
the mountains, but taking the Yellow- 
head means that you don’t have to 
traverse the perils of our southern 
neighbour to get there and the end of 
the road is a little more peaceful when 
you hit Jasper as opposed to the 
tourist mecca that is Banff. Plus, when 
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you leave for home late in the day, 
you've got the sun behind you again 
and you don’t have to risk accidental- 
ly burning your eyes on a Calgary 
Flames jersey. (EM) 


Worstest Stretch of Road That 
Will Never, Ever Be Repaired 
The worst part about urban sprawl isn’t 
the bland homogeneity of the neigh- 
bourhoods or the total lack of services. 
It’s the roads, Tiny rural back roads are 
suddenly transformed into arterial 
thoroughfares for monster SUVs with- 
out putting a dime into them. 167 
Avenue has a single signal light and a 
near-constant flow of traffic on a two- 


| |SUPERLATIVES! 


lane blacktop full of potholes and 
impatience. Perhaps when Edmonton 
and St. Albert merge into the Munici- 
pality of Happytown, the route will get 
the attention it needs. Until then, it’s 
on the outskirts of both and won't be 
touched by either. (CT) 


Worstest Merge 

if you head northbound on Wayne 
Gretzky Drive and attempt the on- 
ramp to the Yellowhead eastbound, 
you are one brave soul indeed. After a 
sharp turn, the on ramp moves 
towards highway traffic at a particular- 
ly twisty spot on the Yellowhead. The 
ramp is too bendy.and short, and 
there’s no way to get up to highway 
speed by the time it merges, so some- 
one will need to slam on the brakes to 
allow you in. A nightmare in engineer- 
ing. (SS) 


Worstest Driver 

The jerk who came charging the 
wrong way down 83 Avenue at a 
ridiculous speed. If I'd been a couple of 
seconds further along 105 Street, | 
doubt I'd be writing this now. And 
then this dumbass actually yelled at me 
before stomping on the gas and con- 
tinuing his race towards the oncoming 
traffic. Is it really too much to ask for 
drivers to at least pay attention to traf- 
fic direction, to say nothing of pedes- 
trians? A little; common sense could go 
a long way towards reducing accidents 
out there. (EM) 


Worstest Suicide Run Derived 
From the 1982 Disney Movie fron 
Head south on 97 Street into down- 
town and you’ll encounter not just 
Chinatown but a dreaded merge into 
one lane to avoid the cars parked 
along the sidewalk. It’s a given that 
someone will try and speed up to cut 
in front of you to avoid stopping, but if 
you want to relive the adrenaline rush 
of that lightcycle scene in Tron where 
the two bikes race towards a hole in 
the wall only big enough for one, hit 
the accelerator and hold on. (CH) 


Bestest Streetlight 


| don’t pretend to know anything 
about the intricacies of the Edmonton 
power system, What | do know is that 
there are certain places where entire 
rows of streetlights seem to function 
randomly. Sometimes they’re on, 
sometimes there's just darkness. But 
down on Ellerslie Road, just before 156 
Street, there is a single streetlight that | 
have never seen unlit. It shines down 
on a chainlink fence that blocks the 
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entrance to a small, desolate road. I’m 
not sure exactly why that spot needs 
to be lit so consistently, but every time 
1 go by, | half-expect to see a shady 
character in an overcoat holding up 
the lamppost, a cigarette hanging 
from his lip while he tosses a quarter 
into the air. (EM) 


Bestest Place to 

Get Your Bike in Shape 

It’s fucked up how a $70 fix-it job at 
the hands of strangers at a commercial 
bike shop turns into a $5 job you've 
just learned how to do yourself at 
Edmonton Bicycle Commuters (10047- 
80 Ave). Unless you’re some sort of 
super-hardcore racer who needs spe- 
cial titanium parts from Korea, going 
to a commercial shop rather than EBC 
is like lighting your money on fire. (DZ) 


Worstest Stairs 

Maybe it’s just me, but the escalator 
usually shuts down at the University 
LRT station when I'm there. That 
means a long upward climb from the 
deepest underground station in the 
city on a concrete staircase that’s more 
“emergency exit” than “uptown chic.” 
And that is one mean hike upwards, 
unless you want to wait for the eleva- 
tor, which arrives about as regularly as 
Old Faithful spouts. It’s not that I’m 
against physical fitness and long 
climbs, but come on already! (SS) 


Bestest Store to. 

Wander About Aimlessly In 
Chintz and Company. It’s astounding! 
Even if you’re not into home furnish- 
ings, it’s just so darned pretty! A wall of 


quality fake flowers! Sumptuous fabrics 
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| that con more than your TV! Knick- 
cks hidden jike buried treasure! 


‘ flatware! Giant mirrors! It’s heav- 
ig through 

will make you 

n other perfectly fine 

ores and set your decorating stan- 

ds way too high for you to possibly 
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t Place to Buy Things 

ook Like They're Fain 

iz and Company 

ay. Home Outfitters. Winners. (JA) 


Bestest Marketing Ploy 

In the midst of our usual evening unso- 
cials—you must desperately want to 
shower us, your fantastic university, 
with all your unwanted coinage! No 
donation too large, even if you haven't 
actually gotten a job out of your six 
years!—there came a teensy little ring 
from Alberta Ballet. It was a real, live 
and slightly nervous-sounding dancer, 
phoning to invite me, personally, to 
next year’s season. Admittedly this is 
clearly an advertising strategy, but it’s a 
nice one. Friendliness: a new and 
remarkable brand of PR. (CA) 


Worstest Marketing Ploy 

Don’t get me wrong—|I support 
Amnesty International in all they do. | 
willingly give them time and would 
happily donate all the pennies out of 
my pocket and even a fiver or two. But 
a monthly donation taken from my 
credit card? Equally idiotic was the 
location where the (okay, rather nice) 
money-grabbers accosted me: right 
outside the Stanley Milner, not exactly 
the richest corner in town, no matter 
how busy the three-dollar-a-coffee 
Library Second Cup is. (CA) 


Worstest Cartoon 

Few things go down better on a hot 
summer day than a delicious Booster 
Juice smoothie, and few things do 
more to sour the experience of buying 
one than reading that obnoxious car- 
toon posted prominently at every 
Booster Juice outlet. You know the one: 


a hiker stands on a low hill, walking 
stick in hand, and as he gazes out on 
an endless landscape of nothing but 
tree stumps, he remarks to his com- 
Panion, “I think it’s heartwarming that, 
in a sudden burst of environmental 
consciousness, even the fast food 
industry has switched from plastic to 
Paper.” Aaargh! It’s the worst aspects 
of the environmentalist movement, all 
wrapped up in one single-panel car- 
toon: the complete lack of humour, the 
feliance on apocalpytic overexaggera- 
tion, the tone of smug, smarmy conde- 
scension masquerading as concern 
over the state of the forests, and above 
all, the serene conviction that everyone 
else in the world is either greedier or 
stupider than they are, and most likely 
both. (PM) 


Bestest Place for a Street Fight 
If | were gonna be in a street fight— 
NOT THAT | EVER WOULD UNLESS IT 
INVOLVED WEST SIDE STORY-TYPE 
SINGING AND DANCING—I would 
want to do it under the giant baseball 
bat on the “Avenue of Champions.” 
Why? It’s a giant baseball bat and | do 
think a bat would be my weapon of 
choice. Besides, it’s not like you could 
play baseball there, and the traffic cir- 
cle surrounding it would pretty much 
make the fight a cage match. (JA) 


Bestest Place for a West Side 
Story All-Singing-All-Dancing 
Street Fight 

Little Italy. And then we'd get a gelato. 
Mmmmmm. (JA) 


Worstest Place to Catch Up on 
Celebrity Gossip 

Hands down it’s the Kinsmen gym, 
where the upstairs equipment is always 
occupied by fitpeople (a new and terri- 
fying breed) who also manage to 
snatch all the good ‘n’ crappy Stars 
and Peoples. Okay, okay, world war and 
a ton of homeless kids this isn’t, but it’s 
kind of fun to Fashion Police-it through 
the celebrity star-bars while pounding 
the elliptical. House and Garden just 
doesn’t cut it. (CA) 


Bestest Cheap 

Weight-Training Program 

Want to buff up but can’t afford the 
gym? Just stroll to the Empire Building 
downtown and open and close the 
main doors a few times. | have seen 
these doors befuddle children and 
seniors; you really need to put your 
muscle into getting these hunks of 


heavy steel moving back and forth. 
(SS) 


Bestest Bargain Breakfast 
Inexpensive ‘n’ plentiful, the breakfast 
at B’s Diner at 10015-82 Ave—whether 
diner-traditional eggs/potato/meat or 
something scrambled and vegetarian— 
is the bestest thing you could ever 
hope to enjoy inside a tiny cinderblock 
toom. Some among us still pine for 
Larry's, which occupied the same space 
and serves the same purpose, but 
that’s like sitting in Constantinople, 
mooning over the Glory That Was 
Rome; buck up and enjoy the pleasures 
that present themselves! (DZ) 


Bestest Fast Food on Whyte 
Burgers, donairs, dogs, falafel, pizza... 
they've had their day. The new quick 
and portable gutbuster on Whyte 
comes courtesy of the Oodle Noodle 
Box at 108th and Whyte. The menu’s a 
pan-Asian sampler of stuff that can be 
put on noodles—curries, teriyaki, 
Malaysian lakhsa, various Chinese 
sauces—and is made fresh with your 
choice of meat chunks. But you know 
what? Fuck meat. You don’t need it. 
The menu board doesn’t mention this, 
but you can get tofu, and not those 
wimpy little cubelets, either; Oodle 
Noodle makes with these big, tasty 
slabs of Japanese-style fried bean curd. 
Whatever you pick, it comes in Holly- 
wood-style Chinese takeout boxes and 
unless you get really fancy (and also 
buy a drink) it’s gonna run you less 
than eight bucks for as much food as a 
normal, healthy person can reasonably 
eat at a sitting. (DZ) 


Bestest Fast Food Side Dish 


Fries are for meat-and-potatoes people, 


Bestest Edmonton Sound 


That cardboard-creaking noise of snow crunching underfoot in the dead 
cold of January. (BG) 


and | feel sorry for the weight watchers 
ordering wilted salads with their 600- 
calorie greaseburger: for my money, 
the deep-fried mushrooms from any 
local Burger Baron (particularly the one 
on 118 Ave and 125 Street, where they 
know me by name), are where it’s at. 
Fungus is just damn tasty when it’s 
dipped into a boiling vat of oil, and the 
Baron’s mushrooms are firmer and 
juicier than any of the other burger 
joints in town. If you‘re tired of those 
pesky arteries of yours, get a little 
ranch dressing on the side: it’s mmm- 
mmm good. (DB) 


Bestest Menu 

Langano Skies at 9920-82 Ave may not 
have the bestest selection of dishes on 
their menu (though it’s in the running 
in that category, too) but it definitely 
boasts the best menu as an actual, 
physical, designed object. It’s big and 
beautiful, neatly laid out, classy with- 
out being one of those pompous 
leather-bound jobs you find at places | 
can’t afford, and packed with interest- 
ing information about Ethiopian histo- 
ty, culture and cuisine. You almost wish 
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the service were less efficient so you 
could just sit there and read for a 
while. Also, it features proper spelling, 
grammar and punctuation, which are 
all damned rare. Doesn’t anybody 
check the proofs before menus go to 
the printer? Or are half of all restaura- 
teurs illiterate? “Apetizer’s,” my ass. 
(DZ) 


Bestest “I Miss Europe” Place 

The cappuccino isn’t the same, is it? 
You're stunned at the limited cheese 
choices in the supermarket. And sud- 
denly you're an alcoholic consuming 
what you feel is an incredibly 
abstemious amount of booze. So 
where do you go for help (besides 
back across the Atlantic, of course)? 
Get thee, O lost wanderer, to a used 
goods store. “Second-hands” litter the 
Fair Continent, so you'll be right at 
home. Plus, they're like mini-Europes, 
full of old heirlooms and discarded 
souvenirs. (Er, | mean this as a good 
thing.) Bohemian crystal cheek-by- 
jowling English brooches, Baltic amber 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


The Outdoor Experience 


thing.) Bohemian crystal cheek-by- 
jowling English brooches, Baltic-amber 
bracelets next to Soviet-style badges. 
It’s the best! It won't help the liquor 
troubles, but it will alleviate some of 
the reverse homesickness. Runner-up: 
the Bay on sale days, which, while it 
doesn’t actually resemble Europa in 
any way, does have enough people to 
kind of suggest someplace besides 
empty Edmonton. (CA) 


Bestest Import 

One of the few warm memories I have 
of a particularly harrowing trip to 
Jamaica a few years back (who knew 
Rastafarians were so, um, well armed?) 
is drinking Red Stripe, a tasty lager 
served in that standby of nostalgic 
Canadiana, stubbies. | managed to 
wangle a couple of cases through cus- 
toms, but after my stock was quickly 
depleted | thought | might never taste 
the delicious brew again—that is, until 
a handful of local liquor stores and 
nightspots began carrying the beer this 
year. So next time you’re out on the 
town and looking for something to 
wash away the pasties, order up a Red 
Stripe and imagine yourself vacation- 
ing in beautiful Montego Bay, clutch- 
ing your wallet and running for your 
life. (RM) 


Worstest Awkward Smell 

Edmonton, for the most part, is a fairly 
pleasant-smelling city punctuated by 
the odd offensive aroma. However, 
there’s nothing more awkward and 
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unsettling than that turgid fart smell 
that hovers around certain roads hug- 
ging the North Saskatchewan River Val- 
ley, especially Jasper Ave, which is 
enough to completely ruin an other- 
wise magical first date. (CH) 


Bestest Father Fun 

My dad won’t thank me for this one, 
but he’s been declaiming the virtues of 
Saturday Soccer for so long (six yearly 
celebration tees!) that | thought it was 
worth a mention. Does your pater slide 
into boredom of a weekend, thus 
falling into the dreadful habit of con- 
tacting you, wannabe-sleeper-inner, at 
7 a.m.? Send him to Saturday Soccer, 
where he and other like-minded 
parentals can pound the grass—and 
each other—into unrecognizable muck! 
You'd think this would be an every- 
where thing, but it ain’t: I’ve lived in 
lots of places but dad-soccer is a rarity. 
(Happy add-on: It will solve that awful 
what-to-wear-with-jeans weekend 
conundrum as your dad will forever 
sport with pride his Sat-Soc tee!) (CA) 


Bestest Name in Pro Sports 

Before this year, you could have debat- 
ed which Edmonton team boasted the 
player with the best handle in history. 
Yes, the Esks had Winston October, Jim 
Germany and the Giz; the Oilers had 
great names like Rosie Ruzicka and 
Risto Ruotsalainen. The old Edmonton 
Flyers boasted Bronco Horvath, while 
the old hockey Eskimos had “Artful 
Arthur”Gagne. But no Edmonton- 
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Bestest Place to Grab Some 
Québécois Comfort Food 


There may not be an ounce of French Canadian 
blood in my body, but | still have an unhealthy 
(and boy, do | mean unhealthy) obsession with 
Québécois comfort foods. Along with their deli- 
cious poutine (with vegetarian-friendly gravy and 


real, squeaky cheese curds), the owner/ 


manager of Le Grand Fromage Poutine Place also 
makes a mean sugar pie, which is much more deli- 
cious (and oddly less sweet) than the name would 
suggest. It’s kind of like eating a pie made of plas- 
tic-wrapped Kraft Caramels (you remember, the 
ones you got by the handful in your Halloween 
pillowcase?) but infinitely better and slightly 
grainier. Seriously good stuff when you're 


looking for a pick-me-up on a cloudy 


day, or if you're just a displaced 
Québécois/Québécoise looking for a 
taste of home. Just be warned that 
their summer hours are a bit 
strange. (Il) 


based athlete, ever, has had as good a 
name as Cracker-Cats infielder Stubby 
Clapp. What makes him even cooler is 
that he has a first given name which 
has long been forgotten because he'd 
rather you called him Stubby. (SS) 


Bestest Name in 

Amateur Sports 

That would go to a 14-year-old by the 
name of Steele Boomer, who was an 
offensive star with the South Side Ath- 
letic Club this past hockey season. The 
kid’s got a future too—he was snapped 
up in the second round of the WHL 
draft by the Kootenay Ice. But with a 


U . —— Student ite 


name like “Steele Boomer,” how can 


the kid not be a star? (SS) 


Bestest Non-NHL Hockey 

No, it’s not the Roadrunners. Nor is it 
the Golden Bears. No, for the absolute 
best in edge-of-your-seat ice action, 
you need look no further than to the 
University of Alberta’s women’s intra- 
mural league. My wife played for the 
nursing team and | never missed a 
game. No, they don’t skate anything 
like the pros, but they make up for it 
with heart. The games are short and 
fast with plenty of scoring. (No need to 
worry about another game stuck in the 


middle of the neutral zone.) It's free, 
too. All you have to do is gather some 
friends together, head down to the U of 
A arena and pick a team to cheer for. 
And be prepared to shout loud. (EM) 


Bestest Underdog Sports Hero 

Thanks to the NHL lockout, the 2005 
Telus University Cup became one of 
the biggest hockey events in the city. 
Down by a goal to the University of 
Saskatchewan with less than a minute 
left in the final, University of Alberta 
forward Ben Thomson scores the tying 
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~} ~goal—and then bags the champi- 
onship-winner in OT. “I almost peed 
my pants,” said Thomson of the ova- 
tion he received from over 10,000 fans 
at Rexall Place. Nice to see some guys 
are still playing for the love of the 
game. (SS) 


Bestest Free Entertainment 
(Winter) 

Lockout, shmockout. For pure unadul- 
terated human drama, nothing beats 
showing up at a local rink to watch a 
random group of cherubic, rosy- 
cheeked youngsters pound the living 
hell out of each other while their psy- 
chotic, wild-eyed parents smoosh their 
frothing muzzles up to the glass, fever- 
ishly chanting their respective mantras 
(“SKAAAAAAAAATE! SKAAAAAAAAATE!”) 
and treating some gangly teenage ref- 
eree as if he were single-handedly 
responsible for the Asian tsunami, Sep- 
tember 11 and the continued domi- 
nance of the federal Liberal party. Oh, 
and between periods, you wouldn't 
believe how good the food is in some 
of these places—no booze, of course, 
but it occurs to me that if God didn’t 
want us drinking at minor hockey 
games, he would've made a six-pack of 
beer way harder to hide in a winter 
coat. (RM) 


Bestest Free Entertainment 
(Summer) 

Sadly, this year’s Gay Pride Parade got 
hit with some less-than-fabulous 
weather, but those of you who decided 
to skip the fun to stay warm and dry 
still have almost two months left to 
catch Edmonton’s twice-weekly 
Straight Pride Parade. What's this? You 
weren't aware of this event? Admitted- 
ly, it’s not all that well-publicized, but 
every Friday and Saturday night from 
now until September you can catch 
the pageantry and excitement, the 
garish outfits and tasteless displays, the 
loud noises and flashy autos that wend 
their way down Whyte Avenue in a cel- 
ebration of young men and their insa- 
tiable lust for young women. If we’re 
lucky, come Canada Day we might 
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even get to see the Straight Pride 
Parade crash right into the Edmonton 
Police Service's Festival of Unnecessary 
Force, a confluence we haven't seen in 
a good five years or so. (RM) 


Bestest Tree 

Amidst the bare expanse of surface 
parking, office towers and brand-new 
particle board condominiums, a relic of 
an earlier era stands tall and proud. 
From the pseudo-Spanish courtyard of 
the El Mirador, a magnificent spruce 
stretches five stories high and dwarfs 
the hacienda meant to contain it. The 
tree might have been planted when 
the original building was constructed 
in 1936, or could have been a central 
feature in the architectural plans. Either 
way, | love gazing at it and imagining 
the havoc its root structure wreaks 
upon the building’s plumbing. (CT) 


Bestest Spot for Crane-Watching 
| don’t have a clue where to send you 
to watch the birds, but if you want to 
watch the construction equipment, 
take a seat outside the University Hos- 
pital’s east entrance. | can’t help but 
marvel at the towering machines that 
spend their days swinging heavy-duty 
construction material back and forth 
around the site, with all sorts of traffic 
swarming all around. | do admit to 
feeling a little uneasy the day | saw the 
crane lift a portable toilet high into the 
sky, but I’m happy to report that the 
crane operator deposited the box safe- 
ly at the opposite end of the site. (EM) 


Bestest Place to See 

All the Cranes at the U of A 

at the Same Time 

Take the high ground in Ezio Faraone 
Park, park it on a bench or in the gaze- 
bo, and as the sun sets, the U of A 
campus glows in pink. See tuition dol- 
lars at work. (CN) 


Bestest Place to Go to 

Forget About Edmonton’s 
Godforsaken Climate 

The AgFor tropical display greenhouse 
is one of those open secrets that Uni- 
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versity of Alberta students have shared 
for as long as the thing has been in 
existence. If you've never been, it’s like 
stepping into a hot, humid jungle that 
just happens to be connected by ped- 
way to the Students’ Union Building. 
There's a waterfall, a pond, a spiral 
staircase, tropical plants and an assort- 
ment of birds that were apparently 
abandoned by their owners over the 
years. Which also means you really 
shouldn't pay a visit unless you're 
wearing something that you can 
afford to get a little bit of bird poop 
on (i.e., not before that senior-level 
sociology presentation worth 60 per 
cent of your final mark that you 
dressed up so nicely for). If you're not 
a U of A student (and therefore proba- 
bly shouldn't be hanging around the 
campus, you intellectual poseur you), 
then the atrium at the Citadel Theatre 
always makes for a nice break on a - 
25°C day. Of course, if you've got a bit 
of spare change under the couch 
cushions, you should really check out 
Muttart Conservatory, if you haven’t 
already. While the AgFor “jungle” and 
the Citadel garden are the equivalent 
of a climatic free sample, the Muttart 
is the full meal deal. (iI) 


Bestest Streetcorner Dancer 


| don’t know if it’s a Callingwood phe- 


nomenon, but on the corner of White- ° 


mud Drive and 178 Street heading 
west, | often see a young man dancing 
with wild abandon. I’m usually in my 
car, on my way home from hipper 


He COWBOYS GR 


on 


Bestest 
Hangover 
Breakfast 
on the 
North Side 


neighbourhoods, waiting for the light 
to change, and there he is, shaking his 
groove thing. Why is he there? What is 
he doing? Isn’t he embarrassed? I’ve 
decided not to care. He’s a dancing 
machine and, while not as varied in his 
funk routines as the kid who would 
stand outside dressed as a clown for 
Grower Direct a few summers ago, 
there’s a glee about him that always 
brightens my day. Thank you, dancing 


My money’s on the Silk Hat, Edmonton’s oldest restaurant and truest greasy 
spoon. The potatoes are real—not those deep-fried-if--wanted-fries-I-would- 
have-asked-for-them cubes; the bacon is always crispy, but not too crispy; the 
€ggs generally arrive how you want them; and the servers always straddle that . 
hair-thin line between crusty and friendly. And now that we're all non-smoking, 
you won't have to walk through any bluish smog at the front—but the non- 
smoking may just be what sends the servers over the brink. (CN) 


man, whoever you are! The boring 
streetcorners of Edmonton need more 
of you! (JA) 


Bestest-Looking LRT Station 

While most Edmonton LRT stations 
are nowhere near as creatively deco- 
rated as those in, say, Montréal, Bay 
station is a very notable exception. 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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The shiny metal strips along the walls 
that turn into the ceiling, reflecting 
the blues and greys of the surround- 
ing tiles, along with the wonderfully 
colourful tile benches that radiate a 
warm glow in the cool, futuristic 
environs. It’s all so refreshing after 
enduring the joylessly utilitarian sta- 
tions further up the line. While sta- 
tions like Churchill and Central are 
certainly good at sticking to a unified 
design theme, their design theme is 
Ugly with a capital U. | have high 
hopes for some of the new stations 
on the south LRT extension, but Bay, 
complete with its now-obsolete 
name, will always occupy a special 
place in my heart. (Il) 


Bestest Cappuccino 
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are much, much higher than that, from the top-notch imported 
Danesi beans to the beautiful finished presentation. They take 
their espresso seriously, and the resulting cappuccinos are 
ludicrously good. And second, just look at the back of the 
shop. | mean, these people share their café space with a 
high-end commercial espresso machine shop, and have 

years of expert technical experience within shouting dis- 
tance, whereas the dudes at the chain coffee shops have 
what? Training manuals? Like | said, no contest. (II) 


Bestest Time Warp Décor 

In a modern city such as ours, where the 
ruins of Heritage Mall could easily be 
considered a historical site, it’s nice to 
know that there are a few places in town 
where “reno” is one of those scrub-your- 
mouth-with-soap four-letter words. 
Located in the charming Epcor substa- 
tion and abandoned parking lot district 
of 105 Avenue and 104 Street, The Ling- 
nan has been serving scrumptious classic 
Chinese since 1964, and their floor-to- 
ceiling red, black and gold décor has 
apparently never changed in all that 
time. Just about every wall flaunts a dif- 
ferent lushly kitsch motif. Be dazzled 
with daydreams of taking the roadster to 
the Copa after a dinner of chop suey 


Notice how the title reads “Bestest Cappuccino” instead of “Bestest 
Coffee”? See, when it comes to declaring a bestest cup of coffee in 
Edmonton, there’s plenty of competition, and a lot of places are 
tied for first in my books. But in the cappuccino category, 

there’s no contest: Leva really is in a class of its own. First of all, 
the person making your drink isn’t a fresh hire with an hour of 
training on the espresso machine. Far from it. Leva’s standards 
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and lemon chicken until you're distract- 
ed by your Technicolor drink menu 
placemat boasting Pink Ladies and Old- 
Fashioneds straight from the Playboy 
barmate annual of 1965. (LC) 


Bestest Waterfall (By Default) 
Love it or hate it, Churchill Square does 
at least boast a waterfall that’s a little 
classier than the garden hose that’s 
sprayed off the side of the High Level 
Bridge. (SS) 


Bestest Way to Save on Tuition 

It may come as a surprise to the non- 
academics among us, but most courses 
at this city’s colleges and university do 
not take attendance, and with class 
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sizes in the triple digits, it’s nearly 
impossible for administrators at these 
institutions to exercise any control over 
random citizens randomly wandering 
into classes. So to those of you who 
always wanted to attend a post-sec- 
ondary institution but lacked the funds 
(or, you know, brains) to get in, | say 
just show up anyway. Sure, you won’t 
end up with a “transcript” or “marks” 
or a “diploma,” but to be honest, nei- 
ther do a lot of the people who paid to 
be there. (RM) 


Bestest Shit-Disturbers 

While this isn’t necessarily a wholesale 
endorsement of their entire platform 
(socialism is, after all, so 1917), the 
provincial New Democratic Party cau- 
cus deserves kudos for being such an 
utter annoyance to the Klein Tories of 
late. Whether they’re holding a minis- 
ter’s feet to the fire over an extremely 
fishy land deal or pointing out the 
twisted logic inherent in claiming to 
lower taxes while upping Alberta 
Health Care premiums, Edmonton’‘s 
four plucky NDP members have shown 
that they truly understand the mean- 
ing of the word “opposition.” Too bad 
they're a bunch of radical pinko tree- 
hugging homos, at least in the eyes of 
Joe Albertan. (RM) 


Bestest Long-Overdue Idea 
When former mayor Bill Smith defend- 
ed his opposition to LRT expansion by 
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espousing his belief that “Edmontonians 
love their cars too much,” the collective 
outrage of our city’s non-driving public 


boiled over into a mass revolt—or, at- 


least, it would have, had they not been 
too busy trying to get from work to 
school to home on a transit system that 
makes Kelowna’‘s look good. (Seriously.) 
So it was with some disbelief that those 
of us who somehow survive without an 
Escalade in the driveway greeted the 
news that City Council has committed 
itself to almost doubling our LRT system 
by 2009 and is presently considering a 
light rail link to the west end. Okay, so 
it’s not quite the Paris Metro yet—hell, 
it’s not even the C-Train—but at least 
this will keep Edmonton from turning 
into a colder, less fabulous Los Angeles 
for a while, anyways. (RM) 


Bestest Graffiti 

In the brickwork on the left side of that 
old theatre on Whyte just before the 
Mill Creek bridge (you know, the Sai 
Baba place with “Help Ever, Hurt 
Never” on the marquee and those cool 
bubble windows) there is a message, 
best seen from across the road. The 
message is “Reggie,” spelled out in 
contrasting bricks, some awesome 
bricklayer’s indestructible tag. | keep 
throwing this one out there in the 
hope someone can identify Reggie or 
point out other examples of bricklayer 
tree-pissing. (DZ) 


Bestest Graffiti Hot Spot 


From the silhouettes of little blackbirds 


with voice bubbles that say “listen” in 
quill-style font to the angry, scrawled 
denunciations of the Sun, Post and 
Globe on bench ads and paperboxes, 
the intersection of 86 Ave and 109 
Street offers the most furious graffitoed 
political debates in the city. If Dose 
wants to tap into the vox populi, it 
should get a taste of the bitter medi- 
cine splashed across its Plexiglas boxes. 
Then step into either washroom at 
Remedy and tinkle slowly away as you 
read the half-philosophical, half-alco- 
holic musings, debates and insults that 
have been scribbled on the walls, 
inside the stalls and above the urinal. 
(BG) 


Bestest Graffiti Stencil . 

Though | have to give credit to whoev- 
er slapped the Robocop stencil on the 
apartment building at the top of Bel- 
lamy Hill, it’s still no match for the five- 
foot wonder that is the Mac’s garbage 
bin. Located on the back of the Whyte 
Ave Mac’s, this stencil—easily the 
biggest in the city, and complete with 
stink lines for extra ambience—is not 
only a physical triumph for whoever 
managed to get it up without being 
noticed, it’s also the perfect harbinger 
for what lies within that den of 
inequity and two-dollar beef jerky. (DB) 


Bestest Hill for Bike Riding 

As you head west on Saskatchewan 
Drive towards Groat Road, stop pedal- 
ing and get low to decrease wind resis- 
tance. Enjoy the feeling of moving as 


Whether you are interested in 

taking a gondola ride, a soak in the hot springs, 

a raft trip, a boat ride, horse-back riding or a visit to 
ihe icefields, our helpful staff can set you in the right 
direction for the ulfimate Rocky Mountain 


experience this summer. 


BOOK YOUR SUMMER ADVENTURE TODAY! 


Choose just one or mix & match to create = = 
your own vacation for the entire family! : 


CANADIAN 
ROCKIES 
HOT SPRINGS 


Swine Villaye 


fans Suites 


SOURCES 
THERMALES 
Ss 


DES ROCHE: 
CANADIENNES 


‘WUEWEEKLY “@E> 


fast as a car for a brief while. Steep 
enough to pick up a hefty head of 
steam, but not so steep that you need 
to use brakes, if you time it right, you 
can reach the entrance to Hawrelak 
Park without spinning a pedal. You'll 
have to find a different way to get back 
up the hill, though. (DB) 


Bestest Place to Tie the Knot 

Everybody thinks that theirs was the 
perfect place to wed, but since 
they're not writing this, the bestest 
wedding venue is Muttart Conserva- 
tory. The bride and groom can have 
their ceremony and take pictures in 
any of four beautifully sculpted gar- 
dens. What better way to have an 
outdoor wedding totally independent 
of Edmonton's weather conditions? 
The bestest part is that this city- 


Bestest Place to 
Get Your Maternal Fix 


The Jamie Platz Y, next to the hall of nothingness that was 
Heritage Mall on 111th. There's always some momly aerobics 


class in which women are allowed to roll their prams right 
into the exercise room. Looking over the railing from the 
weight room on the second floor, you are greeted with the 
sight of rows and rows of adorable wee babies. And, best of 
all, right next door are the changerooms, where you can see 
the little darlings at their dirty-diaper worst. So you truly 
understand the glory of worshipping from afar. (CA) 


owned attraction offers more reason- 
able fees than most other venues, 
which means that the budget-con- 
scious couple can actually afford their 
Day in a gorgeous setting. (CT) 


Bestest Place to 

Burn Out Your-Retinas 

Wandering the Legislature grounds at 
night offers the immature a play- 
ground of various delights. There’s 
some fun skateboarding, great urban 
biking and many great hang-out and 
make-out spots. And then there is Pur- 
ple City. If you look directly into the 
floodlights that set the hallowed halls 
of the Leg aglow—not for too long— 
and then look at the giant dome, it’s all 
purple, dude. The effect is especially 
stunning in the winter, where every- 
thing white turns lilac. (CN) 


"141 


Bestest Security Guard 

It feels a little strange to hand out 
warm fuzzies to a glorified mall cop, 
but the guy who patrols the Legislature 
grounds after dark has to be the city’s 
most pragmatic and lenient authority 
figure. The level of tomfoolery that he 
tolerates varies from night to night, 
but expect to get away with public 
drunkenness, brief nudity, minor drug 
use and a rousing game of Marco Polo 
in the reflecting pool without attract- 
ing anything more sinister than a casu- 
al warning from an unarmed 
grandfather who smells vaguely of Old 
Spice and gin. (RM) 


Bestest Addition to 

the Edmonton Journal 

Man oh man, but is the daily sudoku 
puzzle addictive or what? The rules— 
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fill all the squares in a nine-by-nine 
grid so that every row, column and 
three-by-three subgrid contains the 
numerals 1 to 9 inclusive—couldn’t 
be simpler; you don’t even need to 
know how to read in order to solve 
them. (Although why an illiterate 
would pick up the Journal in the first 
place is beyond me. Isn’t that what 
Dose is for? Zing!) As a professional 
crossword constructor, | maintain 
that over the long haul, sudoku puz- 
zles are all too much alike to provide 
the kind of varied, unpredictable 
intellectual pleasures offered by the 
Sunday New York Times crossword, 
but for now, filling in the Journal 
sudoku (plus the puzzles available 
online at the Daily Sudoku) has 
become such an ingrained habit, I’ve 
even started thinking about filling in 
imaginary grids as | lie in bed at 
night, waiting to fall asleep. It’s only 
i 
| 
| 


a matter of time before | start dream- 
ing about them too. (PM) 


Worstest Place to Meet an 
Internet Lover for the First Time 
Safety first: plan your meeting some- 
where public, in case the person’‘s a 
freak. However, don’t pick the new 
3 face of totalitarian Churchill Square. 
The broad, intimidating expanse of 
beige concrete carries echoes of every 
junior high school dance’s inter- 
minable gymnasium floor. Dodging 
tweaked-out skaters and spangers 
won't bring the two of you closer 
together either. Perhaps you could 
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challenge each other to come up 
with the most creative responses to 
the hair-trigger police presence? | 
hear those guys have great senses of 
humour. (CT) 


Bestest Place to Meet 

Members of the Opposite Sex 
That downtown gay bar the Roost is a 
good place to seek out a casual sexual 
encounter isn’t exactly news, but Vue 
readers may be surprised to learn that 
a good number of those semi-anony- 
mous hook-ups have been resulting in 
heterosexual sex. Blame the main- 
streaming of gay culture or the lack of 
good dance clubs, but for all the drag 
queens, house music and poppers, it 
turns out that the Roost is probably 
Edmonton’s best place for attractive, 
open-minded young men to meet 
attractive, open-minded young 
women. You almost have to feel bad 
for the true blue (true pink?) homosex- 
uals: the Roost used to be gayer than a 
Picnic basket, and now all of a sudden 
they're stuck at a breeder meat market. 
Oh well; at least they‘ll always have 
Boots... (RM) 


Bestest Place to Flay Frisbee in 
Order to Impress Girls 
The Legislature grounds. (CT) 


Bestest Place to Be Unim- | 
pressed by Guys Playing Frisbee 
The Legislature grounds. (CT) 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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1. Town of Devon 

Nestled along the banks of the beautiful North Saskatchewan River, 
Devon has a multirude of attractions and activities. Devon is a great phice 
to live, asafe, secure caring community for all lifestyles. Come and sev the 
variety of housing choices we have available. 

For more information on the Town of Devon or any of these 
attractions contact: 

Randy Bertrand - Phone (780) 987-8307, Pax (780) 987-4778; 
Website: www.town.devon ab.ca 

E-mail: randyb @town.devon.ab.ca 


2. Canadian Petroleum Interpretive Centre 
(Leduc #1 Site) 

This 174 ft. conventional derrick 
marks the site where on February 
13, 1947 oil was discovered. Located 
just south of Devon, in the heart of 
the world famous Leduc-Woodbend 
Oilfield, the Centre contains 
artifacts, photos, scale models and 
colourful stories...all designed to 
give the viewing public a taste of 
what it was like to be a part of our 
oil history. 

Phone (780) 987-4325 


3. Clifford E. Lee Nature 
Sanctuary 

A nalure preserve comprising 200 
acres of marshes, meadow, Pine & 
Aspen woodland that is open to the 
public year round, free of charge 
Experience a diverse habitat of flora 
and fauna. 


4. Rabbit Hill Ski Area 
Greater Edmonton's largest and 
most popular resort. Scenically 
located twenty minutes SW. of Edmonton in the North 
Saskatchewan River Valley, Rabbit Hill's triple chairlifi, wo Tbars 
and four rope tows. service over 80 acres for natural ski trails. 
Phone (780) 955-2410 


5. Westridge Park Lodge and Golf Resort 

One of the best kept secrets in the Edmonton area. Siwated on its 
own 9 hole golf course, on the banks of the North Saskatchewan 
River, the 33 bedroom, full facility hotel is an excellent, affordable 
getaway location for work or play, 

Phone (780) 987-3311 
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278 Perron St. St. Albert AB. 
Ph. 780.460.7718 Fx. 780.460.2213 
WWwWwW.urbanvibe.ca 


6. Shalom Park 

Built in 1986 and situated beside Rabbit Hill Ski Area, Shalom Park 
has hecome recognized as one of the top ten water ski facilities in 
the world, This picturesque lake provides ideal conditions for skiers 
of any level wishing to perfect their skills. 

Phone (780) 955-0428 


7. Devon Golf and Conference Centre 

A scenic 18 hole public golf course situated in Devon's beautiful 
river valley. With a full licensed lounge/restayrant. excellent 
proshop and practice factlity, und new conference/banquet facilities, 


this course offers everything you 
might need 


Phone (780) 987-3569 


8. Lions Campground 
Your family will love our 
campground! A 200 stall facility that 


J next to the beautiful Noch 


ish 


Suskatchewan River and the Devon 
Golf and Conference Centre. Ideal 
for reunions, company picnics, and 
family camping. Activities include 


hiking, berry picking. fishing 


fing, and gold panaing 
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9. Devonian Botanic 
Bs] Garden 


F Ascenic collection of beautiful 
gardens including the world class 
five acre Kurimoto Japanese 
Garden with its tumultuous 
waterfall, quiet ponds, bell towers 
© and bridges, a live Exotic Buttery 
Showhouse, a five acre alpine garden and many other special 
collection gardens set in nutural Landscape setiings with bridges and 
ponds. Phone (780) 987-3054 
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Bestest Place to Play Frisbee 
Rundle Park. Two words: Frisbee Golf! 


() 
Bestest Open-Air Drinking 


With some exceptions, Edmonton's 
bestest open-air drinking location is, 
well, everywhere. Yeah, if you’re walk- 
ing right down Whyte while brazenly 
sucking on a Pil supercan, you're 
gonna get an open-container ticket, 
and maybe a public intoxication, and 
probably a couple other hassle cita- 
tions for deterrent purposes. But stay 
off the heatscore highway and the 
pleasant lanes and alleys of our green 
and sunny summertime city are perfect 
for taking a couple beers for a walk or 
passing a cold bottle of bottom-shelf 
Riesling between old friends. Reclaim 
your right to sip ‘n’ stroll! Also, don’t 
litter. (DZ) 


Bestest Alleyway 

Edmonton is full of alleyways slashing 
between buildings for countless blocks, 
these narrow lanes of cracked asphalt, 
garbage scows and telephone poles 
running off into the distance. But look- 
ing from the soccer fields behind the 
Lister Hall residences at the University 
of Alberta, the alleyway between 84 
and 85 Ave is an especially memorable 
strip. This back street intersects with 
117 Street at a diagonal, extends for 
just a few blocks and is shrouded by 
leafy trees in the summer. Winter offers 
an aisle of snow between small 
garages, rickety fences and hibernating 


gardens, while spring brings puddles 
and a scruffy, weatherbeaten look. 
(BG) 


Bestest Strip 

Long overshadowed by its flakier, Star- 
bucks-saturated counterpart to the 
south, Jasper Avenue is finally starting 
to resemble the main drag of a cos- 
mopolitan North American city. 
Spurred on in equal parts by the 
much-touted downtown “revitaliza- 
tion” plan and by the emergence of a 
handful of diverse and hopping night 
spots, Jasper Avenue looks like a logical 
alternative to the woefully trashy 
Whyte Avenue, which has become 
nothing more than the breeding 
ground for a terrifying race of Smirnoff 
Ice-drinking, fake 1D-toting, American 
Eagle-outfitted monsters, brawling 
with cops and crashing their dads’ 
SUVs into one another on their way 
back to Sherwood Park. (RM) 


Bestest Source for Unique, 
Cheap, Last-Minute Gifts 

Uh-oh! The birthday party is tonight, 
and you've got, like, 20 bucks with 
which to pick up a gift and BYOB. You 
don’t have enough time to get crafty, 
gift certificates clearly display exactly 
how cheap/poor you are and cash 
money's even worse. That’s what the 
Old Strathcona Antique Mall is for. 
Scores of indie dealers have their own 
display booths, and pretty much any- 
thing for anybody can be found in the 
two-level space. Cool ashtrays, weird 
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Worstest Construction Worker: 
The Sequel 


In last year’s Bestest of Edmonton, James Elford identified 
the worst construction worker in the city, but this year it 
seems that a team of labourers are determined to knock 
the champion off his perch. While driving over the new 
111 Street overpass, | glanced over towards to the still- 


unfinished southbound road and saw this year’s winners. 
Now, I'm sure that these construction workers are normal- 
ly a hard-working bunch. | mean, they did manage to get 
the northbound half of the road open in just under a 
month, But what | saw that day did little to support that 
assertion. Four of them—yes, four—were standing around 
tossing what looked to me like a small metal disc. | should- 
n’t be too hard on them, though; maybe they're planning 
to make a run for the world Frisbee championships and 
are practising with the metal warm-up disc. (EM) 


old posters, sweet belt buckles, old 
newspapers and magazines (birth- 
month souveneirs!), bar acessories... if 
you can stave off sensory overload, you 
will find something rad. There’s anoth- 
er place like this (Rocky Mountain) 
down the road a piece, but I’ve never 
been there because the Old Strathcona 
mall is closer and I’ve never come out 
unsatisfied. Plus, walking down Gate- 
way sucks. (DZ) 


Bestest Birthday Party Venue 

It may be no competition against my 
childhood memories of sixth birthday 
dinners in the company of a certain 
animatronic moose and squirrel 
band, but Chuck E. Cheese’ is still, as 
the slogan goes, where a kid (and the 
occasional legal adult) can be a kid. 


Opticians & Sunglass Specialists 


10515-109 Street 423-3937 
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The new-school incarnation of Mr. 
Cheese is an X-treme sport-loving, 
grinning rat, but thankfully, he still 
stands for the same things he always 
did: underage gambling and ques- 
tionable pizza. Once you get past the 
fear of mowing down swarms of 
knee-high fellow customers and accli- 
matize yourself to the humid stink of 
what | suspect is a combination of 
pizza and schoolyard disease, the 
world of cheap Skee-Ball and Whack- 
a-Mole is yours for the taking. Top 
the evening off by getting Chuck 
himself to sing you “Happy Birthday,” 
then rubbing it in to the 16-year old 
in the rat suit that you’re washing 
that mittfull of complimentary cake 
down with a paper cup of Chuck E’s 
house wine. (LC) 


Bestest Place to 

Reaffirm Your Adulthood 

A few months ago, my husband was 
worried that because we never go out 
dancing we might no longer be young 
and exciting. Also worried that this 
might be true, | took him to the club 
closest to our house, West Edmonton 
Mall’s Rum Jungle. I’ve been there a 
couple of times for various stagette 
parties and will (sheepishly) admit to 
having had loads of fun, but on this 
particular night, perhaps on account of 
our marital status or maybe the cycles 
of the moon, we felt... ummm... out of 
place. We weren't in our early twenties. 
We weren’t on the make. We weren’t 
shuffling to the music in cliques or sip- 
ping our drinks with put-on indiffer- 
ence, hoping we were cool. It was a 
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od reminder that “young and excit- 
ing” can also be “excruciatingly awk- 
ward,” and we went home happy with 
our lot in life and grateful to finally be 
grown-ups. (Incidentally, | think it is 
my duty to report that “Thunder- 
struck,” “Baby Got Back” and “Mr. 
Vain” were still being played to great 
enthusiasm from the crowd. Okay, 
“Thunderstruck” and ”B.G.B.” are clas- 
sics, but “Mr Vain”? That was bad in 
1994, wasn’t it? Yeesh.) (JA) 


Bestest Rap Song 

About Edmonton 

This is admittedly a narrow category, 
only slightly larger than “Bestest Death 
Metal Song About Barrhead” or 
“Bestest Twelve-Tone Opera About Lac 
la Biche,” but even if Edmonton unex- 
pectedly mushrooms into the next hip- 
hop hotbed alongside Atlanta or St. 
Louis, the jittery rhythms of Cadence 
: Weapon’s “Oliver Square” will still likely 
) 

| 

| 
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reign supreme as Edmonton’s unofficial 
rap anthem. Whether he’s talking about 
drinking in the IGA parking lot, cleverly 
name-checking the Black Dog, New 
City, the Victory Lounge and the Funky 
Pickle or actually finding a rhyme for 
“Nik Kozub,” Cadence Weapon’s intri- 
cate wordplay more than lives up to his 
boast that he’s even “more dangerous 
than Millwoods.” (PM) 


Bestest Thing Instead of Ads 


It’s nice to sit on the bus and, instead 


of being treated to an illustration of 
' what a sexy, sassy, go-anywhere, nose- 
; 
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pierced, bollocks-to-you, funky urban 
bitch goddess Alesse will allow you to 
be, you get to read a poem. Some of 
the stuff on the “Poetry Route” is pret- 
ty dire—it’s poetry, after all—but a lot 
of it is quite affecting, especially the 
stuff from people in elementary and 
junior high school. | hope their parents 
don’t lean on them to take science or 
engineering or whatever so they can 
“get a good job, and have writing as a 
hobby!” Ugh, | can hear the patroniz- 
ing tone of voice they'll say it in too. 
Bleah. Don’t give up, kids! (DZ) 


Worstest Placement 

of a Big-Ass TV 

With cellphones, inadequately trained 
drivers and sheer stupidity so rampant 
on our streets, whose idea was it to 
mount not one but two televisions on 
Calgary Trail? It’s not like they’re 
broadcasting important messages 
about road conditions. Instead, they’re 
billboards that distract the eye with 
perpetual motion. Has anyone studied 
accident increases since these mon- 
strosities were installed? Or measured 
the homicidal impulses of the hotel 
Quests across the street who are forced 
to stare at these soundless commercial 
kaleidoscopes all night? (CT) 


Worstest Thing to Lose to 

a Fire This Year (So Far) 

It’s a tight race, but my vote goes to 
Hub Cigar. Those creaky old floors that 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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Bestest of Edmonton: local music edition! 


By WHITEY HOUSTON 


Ah, Edmonton: what a wonderful 
place to live and work as a musician. 
What do we have left? A handful of 
venues (one of which is a steakhouse), 
a smattering of festivals, 20 minutes 
of coverage a year from MuchMusic. 
As the Buzzcocks once opined, “What 
do | get? Oh oh, what do | get?” 
Well, Edmonton, we do have a 
fairly tight, nicely inbred little musical 
community where stylistic boundaries 
are blurred in a haze of alcohol and 
hoarfrost. What | find most amazing 
about Edmonton is how long we’ve 
gone without producing a star. I'm 
not talking about the folks who lived 
here for five months and moved on to 
bigger things, I'm talking about bona 
fide, red-carpet-treatment stars who 
are card-carrying, River-City-boosting 
Edmontonians. There are none! Oh 
oh, what do we get instead? Here's 
our small de facto list of what's what. 


Bestest-Kept Drumming Secret 

Crazy old Carl, the chipped-toothed, 
20-pound ball of sweat and barbed 
comments. Carl is easily the best 
untapped drumming talent this city 
never seems to want to take advan- 
tage of. He’s not a technical guy, but 
when he goes bananas he’s equal 
parts Keith Moon and Iguanas-era 
Iggy Pop. Honourable mention goes 
to the guy who programs the beats in 
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Uncle Outrage: spot-on hilarity. 


Bestest Band Prankster 

True, giving your bandmates the time- 
honoured chicken-in-a-basket or a dry- 
dock is churlishly funny, but nothing 
comes remotely close to Blair Piggott’s 
syphilis hijinx. When you drop a dime 
on both Fish Griwkowsky and your 
own brother to the STD clinic, you 
enter a whole new realm of ha-ha. 


Worstest Band Name 

Mourning Wood, Ten Inch Men, 
Smulpragus (dude, that’s Sugarplums 
in reverse), Corb Lund Band... the list 
is pretty long, but the cherry on top 
of this crap-heap is Mike Boroditsky’s 
Vaginal Blood Farts. 


Bestest Band Name 


Lazersnake with a “z” is goddamn 
delightful. 


Bestest Band Whore 

While there are plenty of Edmonton 
drummers (ahem... Scott Davidchuk) 
who get passed around like a drunk 
cheerleader at a frat party, no one 
plays more shows with more bands 
than organist Doug Organ. He's our 
whoriest whore, and he’s got an equal- 
ly impressive porn star marquee name! 


Bestest Rehearsal Space 

Most rehearsal spaces are either feces- 
encrusted commercial jam spaces 
(Studio City), dank, smelly basements 


(Bad Manors) or freezing, converted 
car holes (ail of suburbia). Choke’s 
Space is so cavernous you get winded 
walking to the bathroom. 


Bestest Studio Experience 

There's a tonne of great recording 
studios in Edmonton, but only one 
where you sip 40-year-old Taylor 
Fladgate while perusing the world’s 
Most impressive Brigitte Bardot mem- 
orabilia collection between takes. That 
would be lan Martin’s retardedly 
swank space-age bachelor pad, the 
Twilight Livingroom. 


Bestest Restaurant With Which 
to Impress Out-of-Town Bands 
Mosaics can wait until the morning— 
try a round of po’ boys at Dadeo or 
the buffet at Haweli. 


Bestest Afro 

Even the 104 Ave skateboarding kid 
with the two-foot follicular sphere 
can’t beat Gary McGowan’s majestic 
gilded cone. Like the Ark of the 
Covenant, you can’t look directly at it 
or it will melt your face off! 


Worstest Drunk 

Paul Bellows can fall off a barstool like 
no one else and Ted Wright's erratic 
under-the-table urination is appalling, 
but for downright surliness, the prize 
goes to Shawn “Swifty” Jonasson. | 
dare you to answer a cellphone in front 
of him after he’s had five beers. @ 
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WHOLESALE SPORTS 


www.leduc.ca 


Edmonton’s Largest Selection of 
| Binoculars & 


| Wholesale Sports has a large selection of outdoor clothing, 
camping equipment and specialized outdoor gear such as 
cutlery, GPS, compasses and more. 


Spotting Scopes 


Wholesale Sports Outdoor Outfitters 


Alberta’s Largest Selection of 


FISHING, HUNTING & CAMPING 


EQUIPMENT UNDER ONE ROOF 
12610 St. Albert Trail 477-3737 
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were all wobbly and warped, the 
imported British sweets and that crazy 
sign dangling above the street made 
Hub Cigar so much more than just a 
garden-variety newsstand. When | 
walked into Hub to pick up a copy of 
Le Devoir or check if the new Maison- 
neuve had arrived, | felt a wonderful 
connection with the past that you just 
don’t find at many other places in 
Edmonton. The magazine and newspa- 
per selection was absolutely amazing, 
the staff was always friendly and the 
quirky atmosphere made browsing for 
the perfect mag all the more fun. With 
all the changes that Whyte Ave has 
seen in the past decade, from hip 
street with groovy little shops to its 
present-day incarnation as the destina- 
tion of choice for drunken violent idiots 
who like to smash stuff up, Hub Cigar 
was always a reassuring constant, and 
one of the few things that brought me 
back to the neighbourhood. Plus, for 
you hipsters, there's the added irony of 
a cigar store being lost to fire. The new 
location, while appreciated, just isn’t 
the same, and | can’t wait to see them 
back in their rebuilt digs. (Il) 


Worstest Drug Trend 

Everyone is up in arms about the sup- 
posed proliferation of crystal meth in E- 
Town, but from my vantage point, | 
can’t help but notice a far less afford- 
able cheap thrill making an implausible 
comeback at our city’s better 
nightspots. Is it just me, or is everyone 
in every club in Edmonton doing coke 
all of a sudden? | mean, really, people, 
what is this, 1985? Between the nose 
candy in the bathroom and the suspi- 
ciously Duran Duran-esque music 
being blasted from the speakers, you'd 
think this entire city’s nightlife was 
trapped in a particularly uninteresting 
episode of Miami Vice. Not that | have 
any moral objection to this kind of 
thing, but come on now, kids, couldn’t 
we be a little more... | don’t know... 
creative? Salvia, for instance, is becom- 
ing readily available around town, and 
everyone and their dog seems to be 
selling shrooms these days, so let’s take 


The Outdoor Experience 


it down a notch, shall we? (RM) 


Bestest Empire of Vice 

The Tops empire of liquor, pornogra- 
phy and convenience goods emporia 
stretches from 74th to 107th Streets 
like some kind of Maginot Line defend- 
ing Edmonton against sobriety and 
healthy attitudes toward women. The 
102 Street location is especially awe- 
some: there's the liquor store below 
and a pornoteria, with its bewildering 
array of sale-pricing schemes, above, 
all next door to a Money Mart and a 
karate dojo. Around the corner from 
H20 Lounge, it’s like a hoser mall over 
there. All that block needs is a bong 
shop and a guy selling Harley flags and 
tiger rugs from the back of an Econo- 
line and it'd be so perfect I’d never 
leave. (DZ) 


Bestest Stretch of Roadwork 
The newly opened overpass at 111 
Street and 9th Avenue is a beautiful 
development for those traveling along 
that route without a car. You see, up 
until recently, anyone on either foot or 
bike had to risk their life traveling 
along the loose gravel that stood in for 
the practically nonexistent shoulder of 
the old, winding road. This new stretch 
is certainly nothing special to look at— 
it is just a road, after all—but its all- 
important sidewalk is certain to be a 
lifesaver for pedestrians and bikers 
alike. (EM) 


Bestest Fun Political Protest 

Every Friday at 5 p.m., hundreds of 
skateboarders and cyclists gather at 
City Hall for Critical Mass, a gathering 
meant to demonstrate the ridiculous- 
ness of using a motor vehicle as per- 
sonal transportation. Instead of 
changing and waving placards, 
though, Critical Mass looks more like a 
party—it’s almost as if the idea is to 
shame people into giving up their cars 
by showing them how much more fun 
the party-hearty cyclists and skaters are 
having. My only suggestion is to add 
some street hockey—get stuffy, suit- 
wearing commuters out of their SUVs 
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and into a hockey jersey, and the good 
will have finally prevailed. (RM) 


Bestest Idea Someone Should 
Steal From Me Because |’m Too 
Lazy to Make It Happen 

About five years ago, someone took it 
upon themselves to set up a pirate 
radio station somewhere on the north 
side of Edmonton. Broadcasting at 
about 107 Kilohertz, the rogue signal 
just barely reached downtown, and on 
most Friday and Saturday nights you 
could hear relatively decent house 
music (it was 1999, mind you) well 
into the night. Apparently whoever ran 
this rebel frequency has since found 
better ways to spend his weekends, 
but that shouldn’t stop one of you 
intrepid Vue readers from taking up the 
charge: I’m told that the equipment 
needed for this kind of thing is surpris- 
ingly simple and inexpensive, and 
while it’s extremely illegal | would 
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hope that the CRTC has far better 
things to do than bust some kid’s five 
watts of personal expression. Sure, in 
this age of podcasting and audioblog- 
ging, the idea of a pirate radio station 
probably seems a bit dated, but really 
now, this sounds like an awfully fun 
way to alleviate boredom, and maybe 
even become the ultimate under- 
ground local celebrity. I'll see you at 
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Worstest Public Place to Sleep 


“Look buddy,” says the Patrolling guard at downtown's 
Stanley A. Milner Public Library, “I don’t care if you want 


to sit around all day and read Cosmo Girl while making 
quiet grunting noises, but if you want to sleep go some- 
where else. Right, you're tired from studying for six 
straight hours, so are the 20 other scruffy bearded guys 
with beer on their breath. i don’t care where you go to 
nap, but it just not better be here!” (CH) 


Radio Shack. (RM) 


Worstest Place to Go Barefoot 
West Edmonton Mall Water Park. | 
shudder to even think of it. (CT) 


Bestest Setting for an Unwritten 
Bukowski Novel 

There's a certain breed of person who 
travels on the last LRT train, but they 


sure make the trip more 
interesting/unnerving. Factor in the 
loneliness of the pitch-black scenery 
and the high probability that you're 
taking the last bus/train home because 
you're drunk and you've got some- 
thing Charles Bukowksi would write 
pages about. (CH) 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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Bestest Location for an Unmade 
Cheesy Teen Slasher Flick 
Everyone and their dog knows about 
the closed Charles Camsell Hospital, 
with dozens more making claims (most 
likely false) of having stayed overnight 
inside its creepy exteriors, but in reality 
the place is boarded up tight and 
remains under constant police surveil- 
lance. But with a white bedsheet and 
some courage (i.e., booze) you can 
hang around in the shadows and scare 
away meddlesome mystery-solving 
kids and their dogs. Just don’t be too 
surprised if the cops haul you away. 
(CH) 


Worstest-Spelled 

Business Name 

Enjoying an overpriced chai latte on 
one of the tiny patios on the north side 
of Jasper Ave at 112 Street a couple of 
years ago, | notice a glaring error on 
the awning of the Gabbana Restaurant 
across the way. The restaurant boasts 
“casual dinning.” | say glaring, because 
once you start looking at it, you can’t 
stop. | had the opportunity to stop by 
Maggie Walt’s clothing store a couple 
doors away from the casual dinning, 
on some business—in two years, | had 
never even noticed the shop because | 
was too busy chuckling at Gabbana. 
(Maybe the neighbouring business 
owners could get some sort of com- 
pensation.) While the food may be out 
of this world, it may not be the kind of 
place for someone with heart prob- 
lems: casual means “not expected” 


and dinning means “stunning with 
deafening noise.” I’ve toyed with the 
idea of telling the owners, but awnings 
ain't cheap, and | might be subject to 
some very focused dinning. (CN) 


Worstest Acronym 
Unsure of how to enjoy Edmonton’s 
extensive and scenic network of multi- 
use trails? | don’t see how you could 
be, seeing has how the city has posted 
handy signs everywhere explaining the 
eight rules to keep in mind as you 
explore them—with each of those 
eight rules cleverly corresponding to 
one of the letters in the word MULTI- 
USE. Well, maybe “cleverly” is stretch- 
ing things a bit: the “M” in 
“MULTIUSE” turns out to stand for... 
r... “MULTIUSE,” as in “Multiuse 
means shared opportunities for all!” 
And the “U” stands for... um... “USE,” 
as in “Use your bell.” As for the second 
“U"... well, by this point, the city’s 
team of acronymologists had appar- 
ently thrown up their hands in defeat, 
because that one stands for “USE” as 
well, as in “Use open trails only.” Unin- 
spired! (PM) 


Bestest Radio Station 

Unless you like shitty music or are the 
boring kind of pinko, CJSR is the way 
to go. Fucked-up, idiosyncratic music 
programming from scores of different 
minds that come at sound from dozens 
of angles and present it in ways rang- 
ing from totally pro to barely compe- 
tent, plus real progressive news and 


STRATHCONA TON Catiint 
7915 - 104 ST. 
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Worstest Job Growth 


The firefighters sure could use some help. 
There have been more flames in Edmonton 
since the beginning of 2005 than you'd 
find in hell. The Arlington, Hub Cigar, Gar- 
neau Mews and the Pyrogy House are just 
a few of the landmarks the city has lost due 
to fires this year. Scary stuff. (SS) 


feature programming. It can be hard 
to take sometimes, but if you don’t 
want to be challenged, don’t bother 
with radio at all—just listen to that 
mixtape your boyfriend gave you 
before he moved to Sherbrooke in the 
summer of Grade 8. Ehhhhhhhh-vree 
roooohse hazzits thorn! (DZ) 


Bestest Downtown Panhandlers 
The “Do you got a penny?” lady and 
the starving artist with the coin purse. 
Their unvarying tactics always put a 
smile on my otherwise broke face. 
(CH) 


Worstest Crime Against Nature 

| moved back to Edmonton from 
Ottawa about 10 months ago. Since 
then, I've been living on the southern 
edge of the city. When | first arrived, 
the nights were peaceful, lying in bed 
and listening to the coyotes howling in 
the darkness. But this spring, bulldoz- 
ers moved in on a nearby field and 
new waves of houses have started 
springing up. | still hear the occasional 
howl, but they’re a lot less common. 
Okay, it may not be a massive oil spill, 
but it still highlights the conflict 
between man and nature. (EM) 


Laseut pouwal, 


Bestest Triumph of Nature 
There's a hawk who has found a regu- 
lar perch on a streetlamp along Cal- 
gary Trail next to Ikea. It’s up there 
along the eastern side of the road and 
I've seen him quite often lately. | know 
it’s only one bird, but | kind of like the 
fact that he’s standing his ground 
against the rampant commercialism of 
South Edmonton Common. (EM) 
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Bestest Place for | 

Pictures in the Foliage 

The most photogenic and easily- 
accessible foliage in Edmonton lies 
along 97 Street at Griesbach. Despite 
an abundance of trees in our city, 
there aren’t many places you can 
drive right up to for a quick picture. 
On any non-winter weekend, head 
south on 97 Street toward 137 
Avenue and you'll spot a line of 
empty cars next to camera-happy 
crowds. Whether you're seeking 
spring greenery for a grad photo or a 
riot of fall colour for toddler pics, the 
trees of Griesbach will deliver a sensa- 
tional backdrop. (CT) 


Bestest Hair 

Peter Hill. | run across Peter Hill almost 
every week. This minor celebrity and | 
have some kind of strange karma that 
keeps on putting us in elevators 
together, in shops at the same time— 
heck, once we were both waiting for 
the bus by the Journal building when 
Terry David Mulligan and Mary Walsh 
decided to have a chat on the corner. 
(You must remember that, Peter!) Peter 
Hill and | are not friends. We have 
never spoken. But if | were to speak 
with him, | would certainly ask in a 
respectful way: “Your hair. How does it 
do that?” (JA) 


Bestest Place to FeelLikea _ 

New Yorker Trying to Hail a Taxi 

It's downtown after hours.and you 
just got out of a movie/play/restau- 
rant along with dozens of other like- 
minded individuals and you're all 
trying to hail a cab. Finding a lone 
taxi-driving by that’s on duty and not 
headed to Whyte Ave for the big 
money is often difficult, prompting 
dangerous waving in the middle of 
the street, verbal confrontations with 
others trying to get in the same cab, 
and cabbies who won't even let your 
drunken ass in the car until you give 
him a down payment. Who needs 
New York when the Gotham spirit is 
alive and thriving in downtown 
Edmonton? (CH) 
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Bestest Spotfor 
Baywatch-Worthy Action 

The grassy hillside along Hawrelak 
Park's eastern road is like a bad action 
movie unfolding live. The excitement 
is built upon a number of intertwining 
elements that all add up to a thrilling 
plot. First, you need a hot summer 
day. That ensures that there will be 
bikini-clad women on rollerblades. 
This, in turn, results in hordes of rub- 
bernecking young men slowing their 


Bestest Place to See Fat Guys 
With Their Shirts Off 

Maybe it’s because we associate base- 
ball with summer more than any other 
sport, or maybe it’s warmer in Telus 
Field than in any other spot in the city. 
Because a scan of the stands on a 
warm day will turn up an inordinate 
number of guys scarfing down hot 
dogs who have decided to display their 
man-tits to the world. | don’t know 
how the Cracker-Cats can hit with 


Bestest Alternative to 
Chapters/Amazon/Coles, et al. 


As geeky as it is to admit in this day and age, | am some- 
thing of an:avid reader. The problem | continually run 
into, though, is the apparent blindness and general men- 
tal defectiveness of every graphic designer working for 
every publishing house. Seriously—try to buy a new edi- 
tion of a classic book, and you're stuck with some gaudy, 
flashy, foil-embossed monstrosity with a price of $19.95. 
Who's that money going to, anyway? Joseph Conrad's 
corpse? So it was with relief that | recently began fre- 
quenting Edmonton’s plethora of used book stores. Why 
spend piles of cash propping up an evil multinational cor- 
poration (not to mention supporting the pulp and paper 
industry) when you can wander into one of Edmonton's 
cozy, cluttered used book stores and find a really cool- 
looking 30-year-old edition of any classic you like for less 
than five bucks? All you have to do is dodge the dirty old 
men poking around the used pornography (and really 
now, who in their right mind wants “used” pornogra- 


phy?) and you're good to go. (RM) 


vehicles to a crawl in hopes of drag- 
ging their glimpse out into a full- 
fledged look. This is where things start 
getting really exciting, because there’s 
always someone at the back of this 
lineup who has been cut off from his 
friends. Given the chance, this person 
will gun the gas and make a run for it. 
And that’s when the park rangers 
swoop in, finger pointed authoritative- 
ly downwards: the international hand 
gesture for “Whoa there!” Turn a 
video camera on this and you've got a 
new hit series. (EM) 
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those kinds of distractions. (SS) 


Worstest Local Celebrities 

My issue isn’t necessarily with 
Edmonton’s entrants in The Bache- 
lorette per se; rather, | am disgusted 
with the near-deification these young 
ladies have received at the hands of 
Edmonton’s media, populace and, 
most ridiculously, politicians—Premier 
Klein actually gave an impassioned 
speech expressing his shock at the 
girls’ dismissal from the program. 
This is a city that has produced innu- 


merable actors, musicians, academics, 
writers, athletes and captains of 
industry, and we're stuck worshipping 
our contribution to a glorified beauty 
pageant-cum-brothel. Poor Ron Ped- 
erson—the guy is a gifted comic 
actor garnering rave reviews on a 
popular American sketch comedy 
show, but if he wants to get any love 
from his hometown, it looks like he’s 
going to have to wangle a spot on 
The Surreal Life. (RM) 


Worstest Downtown Elevators 

If it weren’t for the old black-and- 
whites of Edmonton on the walls, the 
elevators at First Edmonton Place 
would be completely unbearable. 
Because they are so slow, there is 
always a full car waiting to load up on 
the ground floor. Woe to anyone who 
needs to reach anywhere the top. A 
female HAL 9000 has to announce 
every floor before saying “Going up” 
in that coy way of hers. All the way up 
it’s “second floor, going up; third floor, 
going up; fourth floor, going up,” and 


The Outdoor 
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on and on and on. It’s as grating as the 
“bee-boo” doorbell at 7-11. “Going 
down” is no better, as the female HAL 
mocks you like she’s taking you down 
to a place you don’t want to go, but 
suspect you're already there. (CN) 


Worstest Newspeople 

Yes, yes, we know she’s the queen. And 
you want to see her, don’t you? That's 
why you're standing right in front of 
us, waving your high-tech lensed mon- 
strosity so all we can see is your back, 
butt and a huge hunk of plastic cam- 
era-filter. Earth to the photographers at 
the museum: all those people behind 
you, screaming in fury? We were there 
to-see the Her Royal Smallness too. 
(CA) 


Bestest Quote by an Edmontonian 
In his state of the city speech, our new 
mayor Stephen Mandel said, on the 
subject of beefing up Edmonton’s 
architectural standards, “Our tolerance 
for crap is zero.” | guess it struck me as 
sort of great that our mayor actually 
used the word “crap” in a speech, 
because I’ve been using his words ever 
since. “Hey, wanna go to McDon- 
ald’s?” “I’m sorry, my tolerance for 
crap is zero.” “Wanna see Bridget Jones 
2?” “Tolerance for crap is zero.” “Have 
you heard the new Backstreet Boys 
CD?” “Uuuur... Crap. Zero.” This will 
probably get annoying soon, but | 
think my friends and family are just 
relieved that I've finally stopped quot- 
ing Anchorman. (JA) 


Worstest Collective Architectural 
Blight That the Mayor Could 
Reasonably Refer to as Crap 

Hats off to South Edmonton Common 
for continuing to dazzle us with the 
most overbearing, generic and charac- 
terless shopping space in Edmonton. 
There are so many things wrong with 
South Edmonton Common, it's hard to 
know where to start. The traffic, as 
anyone who has visited the place 
knows, is some of Edmonton's worst, 


SEE PAGE 29 


c=) fifteen 


it's gravitypope’s 15th birthday and 
everything is on sale! 


our entire selection of footwear 
will be on sale 10 to 50 % off 


adidas, alife, alima, audley, birkenstock, blay, bronx, 
Clarks, kenneth cole, calleen cordero, cydwog, diesel, 
dr.scholl's, earth, energie, etnies, fluevog, fly london, 
fornarina, frye, giraudon, gravis, hugo boss, indigo, irreg- 
ular choice, marc jacobs,  jubaki, kenzo, 
kowalski, la femme, mag, medium, merrell, miss 60, 
moma, mosquito, naot, oakley, paul frank, keds, emilio 
pucci, puma, quick, ras, reebok, repetto, roxy, paul 
smith, snipe, think!, TN-29, to & co, trippen, tsubo, 
vans, vic matie, vol de nuit, watercooled, xoxo 


all spring clothing and accessories will be 


reduced up to 50% off 


sale runs july 8th to 17th 
so, hoof it over to gravitypope 


LH gravitypope 


edmonton #2 10442-82 ave. calgary 524-17 ave. sw vancouver 2205 west 4th ave. gravitypope.com 
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porate types and toad-raged 
desperately struggling to 


-sized stores. There’s the 
f le planning that put the 
a ikes of nae Books next to a Chuck E. 
alae and the whole thing next to 
oil refinery. And then there’s the 
ict that one of the first things that vis- 
‘itors to Edmonton see as they come 
‘into town from Nisku International Air- 
port is the collection of giant ware- 

1ouses disguised under ugly stucco 
facades. Oh, and have you ever tried to 
take a bus to South Edmonton Com- 
mon? Good luck. In short, it’s the ulti- 
mate example of everything wrong 
with the way that Edmontonians shop, 
and of our city’s absolute dependency 
on the automobile. For God's sake, it 
makes West Edmonton Mall look 
restrained and civilized by comparison. 
Still, it does have an Ikea... (II) 


Worstest Piece of Art 
Masquerading as Rusty Junk 
Many years ago, there was a nice little 
hill in the middle of Coronation Park. 
This hill was ideal for the neighbour- 
hood kids to partake in wintertime 
sledding festivities. Then the heavy 
equipment came and churned up the 
earth, leaving a smaller hill at one end 
and a long trench at the other. At 
either end, giant pieces of metal were 
installed into the ground. As the years 
wore on, the environment took its toll 
and the metal took on the brown hue 
of rust. Supposedly, there are people 
out there who call this monstrosity a 
sculpture, though | have yet to meet 
one of them. For the rest of us, it 
serves the purpose of collecting much 
of the garbage that the wind blows 
that way. (EM) 


Bestest Simulation of a 
Post-Apocalyptic Landscape 
Wait until darkness falls and then head 
to Terwillegar—specifically, the neigh- 
bourhood of South Terwillegar. Make 
your way along the winding roads until 
the houses give way to structural skele- 
tons. Keep going until the frames are 
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few and far between. Stop and look 
around. The land here is devoid of 
grass, having been torn up and turned 
into a field of hills and mud. It will 
soon be flattened out so that more 
houses can go up and the city can 
expand its grasp towards the still- 
standing trees to the south, but for 
now the churned-up earth exists as a 
showcase of the ugliness of urban 
development. And it sure does look like 
the wartorn landscape of the future in 
The Terminator. (EM) 


Bestest Surreal Sci-Fi Landscape 
For a stretch of the Victoria Trail, north 
of the Yellowhead, there's a panoramic 
view of the eeriest sight in Edmon- 
ton—the oil refineries and industrial 
parks of Petroleum Way, just on the 
other side of city lines in Strathcona 
County. The steady plumes of pollution 
in the crisp night air, the forest of 
smokestacks and the glowing lights of 
strange domes, oil reservoirs and ware- 
houses make up the perfect backdrop 
for a Blade Runner-ish, futuristic noir 
film in our very own, fossil-fuel-rich 
backyard. (BG) 


Bestest Place for a Scenic View 
If you’re over on the south side near 
Whyte some time, especially in early 
evening, take a walk down 
Saskatchewan Drive between 106 and 
107 Streets to the short bridge that 
runs over a steep one-way service road 
near Walterdale Hill. The vista of the 
city is gorgeous, especially at night, 
with the river valley rolling out in the 
gathering dark, the Epcor plant looking 
strangely pretty and Telus Field, Hotel 
Macdonald and the Legislature dotted 
around the downtown core, where 
blinking office towers, reflective sky- 
scrapers and cozy nests of houses and 
highrises are lit up against the horizon. 
(BG) 


Bestest Reflected Evening Light 
As the sun sets over the city, beautiful 
orange light slants across downtown 
Edmonton. However, one building 
intercepts that light and reflects it back 
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with an even warmer, golden hue. 
Kudos to the architectural features of 
Energy Square on Jasper and 106 
Street. Do the people working inside 
those offices stare out their golden win- 
dows at the world like they are looking 
through yellow ski goggles? (CT) 


Bestest Place to 

Meet Your Comrades 

Sure, it caused a ridiculous amount of 
debate in the local papers, and even 
inexplicably became an issue in the 
most recent municipal election, but 
you have to admit that the new con- 
crete-and-steel monument to produc- 
tivity and industriousness that is 
Churchill Square looks pretty good. 
When | walk through it on the way to 
the entrance to our clean and efficient 
public mass transportation system, | 
can’t help but think of how wise and 
benevolent our fearless leaders are, and 
how we will surely win the war with 
Eurasia double plenty. (RM) 


Bestest Way to Get from Down- 
town to the Heart of Whyte Ave 
I've been living in this crazy city for 
the better part of my life, yet | only 
recently took a ride on the little Japan- 
ese streetcar that runs along the top 
deck of the High Level Bridge. Consid- 
ering that the conductor on my first 
trip assumed that everyone on board 
was from out of town, my guess is 
that I’m not the only Edmontonian 
who takes the streetcar for granted. 
You can normally catch the streetcar 
at either the Strathcona or the Rail- 
town station, though there are a few 
stops along the way if you feel like 
getting on (or off) at a more conve- 
nient point. Better still, a round trip 
will only set you back three measly 
bucks. It’s a great way for downtown 
tesidents to get to the Strathcona 
Farmer's Market on Saturdays, and an 
excellent transportation option for 
Fringing later on in the summer. And 
the unobstructed view from the top of 
the High Level? Pretty cool. (II) 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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Worstest Weather Trend 

Forget groundhogs or Accu-Weather 
_ forecasts. Even though Alberta weather 
is as unpredictable as Courtney Love's 

mood swings, there is one Edmonton 
certainty: when the Folk Fest begins, 

the heavens will open up, turning the 

hill into one heck of a slippy-slidy mud 


bog. (SS) 
Bestest Patio Weather 


We all know what it’s like living in 
: Edmonton: one minute the weather is 
: seriously fine and the next we're run- 

ning for shelter before the rain washes 
us away. So it’s only natural that we 
want to get in as much outdoor time 
as possible before the next Ice Age 
hits. On one of those days when the 
temperature would be just right if it 
weren’t for that blasted chill wind, my 
dad was determined that we would eat 
our barbecued dinners in the backyard. 
Certain that he could hold back the 
wind, thereby creating an oasis of 
warmth, he set about tying a couple of 
large rain tarps around the deck rail- 
ings to block out the cold. The experi- 
ment was unsuccessful, but | was 
struck by the sight as | looked up and 
down the block. Huddled outside sev- 
eral of the neighbouring houses were 
other groups of barbecuers, some of 
them wearing thick jackets with shorts. 
It seems that my dad wasn’t the only 
one willing to fight the elements in an 
attempt to wring a summer experience 
out of the city’s temperamental weath- 
er. (EM) 


Worstest Job 

Come rain, snow or mocking 
teenagers, the sight of this plucky 
woman in her clown suit fills me with 
schadenfreude. However, my malicious 
amusement at her efforts is tempered 
by admiration. She knows that some- 
one has to tempt rush hour traffic into 
stopping for flowers on their way 
down 149 Street. If she doesn’t do it, 
who will? So she cavorts and gamely 
waves her sign at the motorists who 
universally ignore her. As | drive by and 
wave, | wonder if she’s the crying-on- 
the-inside kind of clown. (CT) 


Bestest Obscure Fact 

Learned From an RV Mechanic 
Recently, | was over at my friend 
Terry’s house. Now, Terry is an RV 
mechanic, so | tend to trust him when 
he tells me some fact about a hotel on 
wheels. However, on this particular 
evening, he said something that left 
me and our wives laughing hysterical- 
ly. According to Terry, RVs are not 
built on assembly lines like cars. No, 
the majority of them are put together 
by hand in Indiana... by the Amish. 
Yeah, right. What do you take me for? 
Some kind of gullible monkey? But 
when | got home that night, some- 
thing was nagging at me. A few min- 
utes of searching on the internet and | 
learned that one should never, ever 
disregard the word of someone who 
makes a living fixing RVs. He was 
indeed correct: half of the world’s RVs 
are built in Elkhart County, Indiana by 


Amish factory workers. Who'd have 
figured that? (EM) 


Bestest Toboggan Hill 


If There Weren't Any Traffic 

My 105 Street fantasy always begins 
on a cold, crisp winter morning. My 
breath plumes out behind me as | kick 
off and peek up over the curved prow 
of my toboggan. There is nothing to 
slow my descent and | pick up speed 
over the snowy cement. Time stretches 
out and | scream with joyous terror as | 
approach the 98 Avenue intersection 
face-first, hoping | timed the lights 
right and won’t end up under a bus. | 
gradually bleed off speed and adrena- 
line as | coast to a stop on the gentle 
upslope leading into the Legislature 
grounds. | turn around, take the 
toboggan cord in my hand and begin 
trudging up the hill again for another 
mind-numbing journey of panic and 
ecstasy. (CT) 


spe Sight at the 
End of a Long Drive Home 

“City of Champions.” Live it. Love it. 
Don’t change the damn motto. It rings 
with the poignant naiveté of a time 
when our sports teams won and the 
world was our smorgasbord. Believe it 
or not, it’s still true. Well, maybe not 
about the sports teams, but nobody 
I've ever met based their community 
pride exclusively on hired athletes. 
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Bestest Pet Cemetery 


I never knew Sid, but there was nary a day, walking to school across the 
bridge on Saskatchewan Drive, that | didn’t think of the little fella. You 
see, under the bridge, looking down towards the river valley, lies Sid’s 
simple memorial, a wooden cross, painted red with a black, curly motif, 
with the epitaph “Slither on, Sid.” And slither on I'm sure he does, like 
the creepy angel-snake he is, frolicking in his heavenly terrarium, happily 
gobbling wee winged gerbils and coiling lazily among the clouds. (LC) 
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Mad hot Tea Room 


Savouring smoke- 
free Stroganoff (and 
psychics!) at the 
Russian Tea Room 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


n the first half-hour since opening 
firs: doors under the new non- 

smoking bylaw, The Russian 
Tea Room had yet to see a riot. 
Despite there being three or four 
occupied tables and a trio of psy- 
chics in the far corner, not a single 
nicotine-deprived rage was to be 
found, and any lingering odour was 
absent. Our group was excited 
about dining in a longtime Edmon- 


ton favourite without the Marlboro 
Man exhaling directly into our 
faces; our hostess was surprised to 
see our 14-month-old daughter, but 
welcomed the Tea Room's first 
under-18 patron in years. 

We sat near the full-length win- 
dows that looked out on Jasper 
Avenue and watched the patriotical- 
ly-attired July 1 foot traffic. The 


direct sunlight was warm, so the 
ladies ordered iced tea ($1.50) and | 
requested a grapefruit juice ($2). We 
savoured our cool drinks while 
browsing the menu, which featured 
an odd assortment for a place that 
purported to specialize in Russian 
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delights. I supposed that business 
necessity replaced seledka pod shuboy 
or caviar with nachos and oriental 
chicken salad. Nonetheless, essen- 
tials like borscht and goulash were 
available and the menu really shone 
in the entrées. 


UPON ARRIVAL, | had intended to 
order a light lunch of borscht ($3.95) 
and bagel to save plenty of room for 
the delectable desserts on display in 
their refrigerated case. However, the 
siren song of an authentic Beef 
Stroganoff ($12.95) lured me from 
my calorie-wise intentions. Our 
guest backed me by choosing the 
exquisitely described Chicken Tel 
Aviv ($13.95) while my wife ordered 
the enigmatic Fettuccine Moscow 
($9.95), which was listed without a 


° Halaal Meat 

© Unique to Edmonton 

« Specials Every Day 

« Eritrean Coffee . 

© Cappuccino, Cate Late and Bspressa 
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Imistry and a 
for $30, then leapt 
e the’ session for 


yoked up the 
‘S on my birth- 
he generally accu- 
of my personality 


ble's lamp, she described my edu- 
tion, my incredibly high intelli- 
nce and revealed how many 
sildren I will have. In the Tarot 
ds, she discovered that not only 
i great success fall into my lap 
ext spring, but I will also move into 
new house and have another baby 
ch sooner than expected. Lesley 
n't explain how the individual 

ds related to each piece of infor- 
ation, but rather drew conclusions 
pm the entire spread. 

The kitchen must have been 
tching our readings because our 
eals arrived as we returned. Served 
n beautiful china, the dishes trailed 
puds of mouth-watering aromas. 


My Stroganoff was a delight: a 
mound of white rice Supported gen- 
erous amounts of thick, tender 
pieces of beef in a dark stew, Paprika 
dusted the vegetables on both my 
plate and that of our guest. Her 
moist chicken breast rested beneath 


a thin slice of smoked salmon and 
combined wonderfully with the rich 
cream sauce. Her stuffed potato, 
however, looked mass-produced and 
was a bit dry. 

The final dish to arrive, my wife’s 
pasta, was outstanding. A large por- 
tion of fettuccine noodles covered 
her entire plate and swam in a dark 
tomato sauce. The whole was 


— 
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crowned with mushrooms, prawns 
and melted cheese. The sauce had a 
subtle, indefinable sweetness that 
simply rocked our tastebuds. As hard 
as my wife and I tried, we were over- 
come by the dinner-sized portions 
and boxed up about a quarter of our 
entrées. Our guest, taught as a child 
to clean her plate, put the menu’s 
largest meal into her tiny frame. I 
still have no idea how she did it. 


SINCE I AM both masochistic and 
greedy, I decided on a slice of the 
chocolate mousse cake ($4.95) for 
dessert and grudgingly offered to 
share it. The enormous slice of cake 
could have been fresher, but the 
light and creamy mousse combined 
with a thick layer of chocolate shav- 
ings to leave a mocha serenade on 
the tongue. 

Including tax, tip and two div- 
inations, lunch came in at about 
$110 for the three of us. It was more 
expensive than I expected, but I 
can’t think of another Canada Day 
brunch that includes an evaluation 
of your life and advice for your 
future—besides brunch with family, 
of course, but this one was both less 
critical and easier to walk away from 
afterwards. The best part is, we tasted 
our food and didn’t walk out reeking 
of cigarette smoke. 

By the way, if anyone would like 
to drop tremendous success in my 
lap this spring, please contact me 
through my editor, Chris, at Vue 
Weekly. O 
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Should | satay or should | go? 


The Malay’s the 


thing in the 
boisterous 
atmosphere of 


Tropika Cuisine 


By IAIN ILICH 


round 7 p.m. on a Thursday 

vening, the main dining area 
inside Tropika Malaysian Cuisine 
was packed to the rafters, with large 
groups of people sitting around giant 
circular tables, and a few small fami- 
lies and couples scattered throughout 
the nicer-than-average family-restau- 
rant interior. While the atmosphere 
would have been perfect for a boister- 
ous dinner out with a large group of 


FE: though we showed up at 
fa 


bottles 


certificates 


12 RESTAURANTS 
90 bottles of wine & $500 of FARE restaurant gift 


friends, the noise level was a bit too 
high for a quiet, romantic night ou 
with my sweetie. The isolated party 
rooms at the back of the restauraii 
helped to dampen the drunken birth- 
day roars, though a number of dodgy 
looking teens dressed like Shawn 
Desman kept weaving around ih: 
tablesein the main restaurant area fo; 
God only knows what reason. It was 
fairly mixed clientele, to say the least 
The menu at Tropika is absolutely 
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Dine at a number of different participating FARE 
restaurants and enter to win one of these great prizes. 
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ozens of different main 
many of them illus- 
photos right on 
pictures helped 

minds on a few 


eIvICE, we ordered a cou- 

‘the Roti Canai ($3.25 each), a 

ried Malay bread served with a 
sauce, which sounded pret- 
‘ etait had also recom- 
aed the Lemon Chicken 
95), which, as it is elsewhere, is 

d piece of battered chicken, cut 
‘strips and served under a clear 
thick sweet-and-sour lemon 
. My wife, captivated by one of 
jnotos on the menu, ordered the 


m Ayam $10.95), a dish com- 
-sized pieces of 
e in “Assam juice,” 


juice, star anise, tamarind 
ili extract. None of the dishes 
with rice, so we ordered a cou- 
f sides: one obligatory bowl of 
‘white rice ($1), and one bowl of 
w Ginger Rice ($1.50), which 
ded a bit more adventurous. To 
we each picked a lightish Asian 
- a bottle of China’s ubiquitous 
btao ($4.50) for me and a bottle 
pporo (also $4.50), straight from 
h, for my wife. 

b> start things off, we figured we'd 
advantage of Tropika’s fantastic 
price satay special (offered from 
day through Thursday every 
sk, according to the sign on the 
nt door), ordering a total of 12 
wers (six chicken, six beef) to split 
yeen the two of us. The lot came 
ed with a peanut sauce, and cost us 
easly 75 cents per stick instead of 
usual $1.50. The meat was perfect- 
boked (with a nice grilled taste), 
‘cut (no obvious chunks of gristle 
) and of a far greater quantity 
we expected, especially for the 
. The peanut sauce, while quite 
d, was a bit lacking in the heat 
tment and was obviously tailored 
biks who aren’t used to spicy food. 
managed to make it through a 
more than half of the satay skew- 
vhen the rest of our meal arrived. 


RE INSTANTLY STRUCK by 
antity of food that was deposit- 
our table, which was much more 
the photos on the menu suggest- 
y wife’s Assam Ayam chicken 
‘t just a few small pieces of chick- 
oating in sauce as per the menu 
©, but rather a small mountain of 
piled high above the sauce. The 
iw Ginger Rice was fantastic, and 
well with both of our main dish- 


well as i satay and 
put sauce). The Roti Canai was a 
cular treat; it had a lightly sweet 


to it, kind of a cross between a 


Sweet pastry and a green onion cake 
(without the green onions, mind you). 
The only semi-disappointment was 
the lemon chicken, which was way 
too oily, even by lemon chicken stan- 
dards. We managed to finish a little 
more than half of our food before we 
asked for the rest to be wrapped up. 
Throughout our meal, my wife 
and I both had our eyes on the stand- 
ing triangular card in the middle of 
the table, which advertised a selection 
of gelato-based treats. Even though we 
were quite full, we couldn’t resist. My 


wife picked the gelato pear ($4.95), a 
pear-shaped lump of hazelnut gelato 
that was described as being dipped in 
Belgian chocolate and covered in tor- 
rone pieces, followed by the clincher: 


| |MALAYSIAN 


“Enough to make grown men weep.” 
We liked the sound of that. Since the 
chocolate pear was already spoken for, 
I chose the amaretto gelato ball 
($4.75), a baseball-sized sphere of 


amaretto ice cream, sprinkled in 
amaretto cookies, with a centre made 
of some sort of gooey cherry-flavoured 
substance. Both were good, though 
my wife’s pear was very, very hard—so 
hard, in fact, that it was slipped and 
slid around the stylish-looking plate 
while my wife attempted to break off a 
bite with her spoon. Not easy, but 
worth the effort. (Hint: Don't try to 
cut an ice cube with a spoon. Smack 
the chocolate surface to break the 
shell, then dig in. I think that’s what 
otters do...) 


By the time we finished our meal, 
the place had settled down a bit, 
though the group of little Shawn 
Desmans in the party room only 
seemed to be getting more rowdy. 
Lemon chicken aside, the food was 
excellent and the satay special 
helped keep the price below $60 
before tax. That's a pretty decent 
value, all things considered. Now if 
only they'd spice things up a bit... 


TROPIKA MALAYSIAN CUISINE 
6004-104 St * 439-6699 


Choose any combination of four: Two-Topper Pizzas, 
Wing Meals, or Giant Chocolate Chip Cookies 


*Prices do not include = 
GST, delivery or applicable 
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1. System Of A Down - Mezmerize (American) 

2. John Prine - Fair & Square (oh boy) 

3. Whitey Houston - Whitey Houston (rectangle) 

4. Gorillaz - Demon Days (parlophone) 

5. Martha Wainwright — Martha Wainwright (maple) 

6. Lucinda Williams - Live @ The Filmore (lost highway) 
7. The White Stripes —- Get Behind Me Satan (V2) 

8. Nine Inch Nails - With Teeth (interscope) 

9. Joni Mitchell - Songs Of A Prairie Girl (nonesuch) 

10. Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings — Naturally (daptone) 
11. Mary Gauthier —- Mercy Now (lost highway) 

12. As | Lay Dying - Shadows Are Security (metal blade) 
13. Spoon — Gimmie Fiction (merge) 

14. The Floor — Personnel (six shooter) 

15. John Hiatt - Masters Of Disaster (new west) 

16. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez — Red Dog Tracks {train wreck) 
17. Foo Fighters — in Your Honor (rca) 

18. Architecture In Helsinki - In Case We Die (bar none) 
19. Danie! Lanois - Belladonna (anti) 

20. Coldplay — X&Y (emi) 

21. Arcade Fire — Funeral (merge) 

22. Ryan Adams — Cold Roses (lost highway) 

23. Sleater-Kinney — The Woods (sub pop) 

24. Jack Johnson — in Between Dreams (brushfire) 

25. Carolyn Mark — Just Married:An Album Of Duets (mint) 
26. Stutterfly - And We Are Bled Of Color (maverick) 

27. Funeral For A Friend — Hours (atlantic) 

28. Van Morrison — Magic Time (exile) 

29. Connie Kaldor - Sky With Nothing To Get In The Way (coyote) 
30. Sonny Landtreth - Grant Street (sugar hill) 


YOUTH GROUP 


SKELETON JAR 


Epitaph records have gone to 
Australia to find they're latest 
outta sight signing, Youth Group. 
These guy's are drawing a lot of 
attention with Skeleton Jar, the 


bands latest album of songs. OM Sane Now; 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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Life of Brian 


Brian Jonestown 
Massacre frontman 
lives up to infamous, 
media-hating 
reputation in Vue 
interview 


By ROSS MOROZ 


S a music writer, I’m sometimes 
Ppesitsionca by how desperate 
any bands are for positive 
press. Independent acts’ hunger for 
exposure is understandable, sure, but 
too often this hankering for atten- 
tion causes musicians to cynically 
embark on crass marketing cam- 
paigns, sucking up to journalists and 
hiding behind a facade of false mod- 
esty. That’s why it was actually sort 
of refreshing to be called a “fucking 
boob,” among other things, by 
Anton Newcombe, the cantankerous 
and combative frontman of infa- 
mous San Francisco psychedelic 
rockers Brian Jonestown Massacre. 

“What do you know about my 
work?” he asks rhetorically, express- 
ing more than a little disappointment 
at my apparent deficiencies as an 
interviewer. “You need to go to night 
school, my friend—I swear I will get 
you fired for these questions.” 

Even though Newcombe’s attacks 
are undeniably damning, my ego 
remains relatively unscathed: New- 
combe, it bears mentioning, isn’t 
exactly known for his gracious man- 
ner. Having fronted the Brian Jon- 
estown Massacre for the better part of 
15 years, Newcombe and his revolv- 
ing cast of bandmates (the Massacre 
has had more than 40 members, and 
Newcombe remains the only original 
member of the group) spent most of 
their careers toiling away in relative 
obscurity, earning a dedicated cult 
following but remaining largely over- 
looked by the mainstream music-buy- 
ing public. 

All this changed with the 2004 


rockumentary Dig!, which docu- 
mented the comings and goings of 
fellow San Franciscans the Dandy 
Warhols. Warhols bandleader Court- 
ney Taylor was the star of the film, 
but Newcombe stole the show, fist- 
fighting with bandmates, getting 
arrested, trashing hotel rooms and, 
most disconcertingly, presenting his 
friends in the Warhols with a some- 
what abstract gift: shotgun shells 
with their names written on them. 


NOT SURPRISINGLY, Newcombe is 
less than thrilled with the way he is 
represented in Dig!; in a statement 
posted on his website, Newcombe 
condemns the film as “exploitative” 
and “Jerry Springer-esque,” dismissing 
Dig! as “a series of punch-ups and 


eIROCK 


mishaps taken out of context” and 
accusing director Ondi Timoner of 
propagating “bold-faced lies.” New- 
combe’s criticisms aside, Dig! has gar- 
nered rave reviews, winning the Grand 
Jury Prize for best documentary at the 
2004 Sundance Film Festival, and the 
recent upswing in the public's interest 
in the Brian Jonestown Massacre is 
undeniably attributable to the film’s 
success, although Newcombe doesn’t 
exactly agree with this assessment. 

“It's a movie, you fucking cunt,” 
he argues, offering no further elabora- 
tion. The only question he’s willing to 
entertain about the events depicted in 
Dig! regards his relationship with Tay- 
lor, who, at least at the beginning of 
the film, is presented as an extremely 
close friend of Newcombe’s. 

“Yes, we are [still friends], but 
more importantly our friends are 
friends,” he insists, adding even 
more cryptically, “There is an old 
saying: you can leave the house, but 
you can’t get off the block. Think 
about it—you would know this if 
you could read.” 

It’s becoming pretty obvious at 
this point that Newcombe is no fan 
of music journalists. “I am under the 


impression that true journalism 
dead and that people such as yoy 
self are a total waste of time 0 
demand,” he confirms, elabora 
charmingly, “You are a wage 5| 
Think about it: you should just 
my shit for a living. Really—t'l| 
you $10,000 a month to eat 
plate of my shit. Ten thousand 
ing dollars... what do you say?" 

I politely decline, “I thought 
Shame on you.” 


TO BE FAIR, Newcombe's dislike 
the press is not entirely with 
basis. Since the release of Dig!, co 
age (including, I suppose, this pi 
has focused far more on Newcom! 
infamy than his band’s musi: 
cites his aversion to reporters a: 
reason for his unwillingness to 2 
ally speak to the media (this inl 
view was conducted via e-miill| 
policy he instituted after a patti 
larly damning piece appearet 
Britain’s the Guardian, which so% 
how managed to present Newcol 
as combative, profane and drunk: 

“(The Guardian reporter] we 
pain in the ass, and had less kn 
edge of our band than you do,” ! 
explains, although at this point Ne' 
combe, almost disappointingly, be: 
to soften his stance. “Actually, ! ki 
of like you,” he admits, “It seems \ 
just got caught in the line of fire.” 

Newcombe is markably 
cious when he discusses his exci! 
ment about getting the opport! 
to play a show in a small Cana 
city like Edmonton. “I love Ca! 
and I love the history of its for" 
thinking people,” he says, pract’ 
gushing. “I can’t wait to be allé 
visit with all of my friends.” 

So, um, maybe he’d be inter 
in having a dridigyith a, ah 
fucking boob? 

“I'm interested,” he replies, * 
ifying “ambrosia—that’s W!’ 
drink,” and adding, “No har4! 
ings, hey?” @ 
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two years in limbo while Reid under- _ $1,000), but he plans on feleasing ade 
went treatment. This amount of time of new material soon, and this time hel 
off would have caused many bands to _ try something different. “The next <5, 
simply disintegrate due to neglect, but _| want to do in the studio,” Fj.;,,, 
the Last Deal saw an upside in their says. “I want to take a week insteag , 
extended vacation. “It was a shame to two days and really do them up |’, 
lose that momentum, but at the same _ little leery about going into the sti, 
time-we were able to become a much __ but it’s good to try that out too.” 

better band because of it,” Stewart After living in Sherwood p, i 
says, explaining that the band was _ Kelowna and Vancouver, Fletche; ,, 


BLUES GUITAR LEGEND able to revamp or totally discard a _he was a bit worried about hoy j, 
By PHIL DUPERRON huge chunk of their old material while — music would be received in the C.j, 

and ROSS MOROZ waiting to begin anew. “Taking the of the Universe, but Toronto’s 

time off was much better forthe band scene turned out to be very o,., 

Deal Drummer dodges in the long run. In the end it worked minded. “It’s like anything goe; ’ ;, 

death out really well.” says. “One guy banging on a quita, 

Since reforming in 2003, the Last not playing anything, totally dj.,,, 

The Last Deal CD release * With _ Deal has honed and distilled their new dant and yodeling—is gonny 4, 

75th BIRTHDAY TOUR No Hands and the Neins Circa * material into a five-song EP that was _ people more into it than Straight.y 


WaATH GUESTS LOOKER : Sidetrack Café * Sat, July 9 (8pm) = entirely self-recorded, a process that —_ bar rock. For some reason, Toraptq) 
= Apparently being a drummer is afar the band enjoyed immensely. “It’s a _ really accepted my music. We're «ig 
i CHANCE 10 Stt more dangerous occupation than one _ great learning process, and it’s the way __ really well; it's kinda the opposi 
LAS TON! would think. The actual act of playing _to go for us,” Stewart enthuses. “We've —_ what | expected.” (PD) 
HIM iN EOMON . the trap set isn’t all that life-threaten- _ been in a studio situation before and it 
ing, admittedly, but the uncanny regu-- did not go well. It basically soured us The Division thing 
cz JULY a & larity with which rock drummers find completely. We found that the whole 
lee : - themselves incapacitated or dead isa __ time we were there we just wanted to Uncut ¢ With Sylvie and Winte, 
bit unsettling. Spinal Tap alone has grab hold of the board and do every- sleep » Powerplant * Wed, July 1 


seen its various percussionists sponta- thing ourselves, so we figured we May of this year marked the 25 
neously combust, fall prey to bizarre —_ should just be doing it ourselves.” (RM) _—_ anniversary of the suicide of lan Curt 


gardening accidents and choke on the leader of early British New Way 

vomit which may or may not have WMeeeeeeeeeere’s Jon-Rae!  demigods Joy Division. The rest of th 

UNELE \ been their own. (“You can’t really dust band continued on as New Orde 

! im for vomit,” Tap guitarist Nigel Tufnel Jon-Rae and the River *« With They _ released “Blue Monday,” becama.oo, 


FEATURING : noted at the time.) But even Spinal Tap Shoot Horses Don’t They? * Victo- stars and so on, and Curtis remaing 
MICKEY THOMAS &. >. has yet to lose a drummer to ulcerative ry Lounge « Fri, July 8 For several _ largely obscure, his grave (bearing tt 


my 


/ colitis, a disease of the large intestine years, Jon-Rae Fletcher was playing and __ epitaph “love will tear us apart,” a 
« j that struck Last Deal percussionist Steve recording his acoustic gospel rock _ erence to Joy Division's only real hif 


, ‘| a Reid in late 2001, forcing him to wherever and whenever he could. _unvisited, his creative genius largelf 
= JULY . 3% undergo extensive surgery and putting These days, having released a couple —_ unrecognized. 
1] a the Last Deal on indefinite hiatus. Reid _lo-fi solo discs while living in Vancouver Of course, this all changed over th 


has since recovered, and with the Last before heading east to Hogtown and __ast few years, as an increasing numbe 
Deal about to release a new EP, the _ putting together an eight-piece band _ of so-called “it” bands continue to «i 
band is happy to report that all mem- _ called the River, he’s still playing and _Joy Division as a major influence o 
bers are currently feeling fit and well. recording wherever he can—he just _ their sound and pay homage to Curti 

“It was kind of an isolated incident,” —_ needs a bigger living room to set up in as some kind of proto-Kurt Cobain 
says James Stewart, the Last Deal’s and more couches to crash on whenev- _—‘ Toronto quartet Uncut don’t deify Cur 


WITH SOCIAL CODE & DAY Of CONTEMPT “reluctant frontman.” “Steve was sick _er they leave Toronto. tis to the extent that some of their con 
= .. : . for a long time, and it took him a while His latest effort, Old Songs forthe temporaries do, but the group doe 
= JULY 1] ix ea e ; to recover, but now he’s probably New Town, is a collection of some of _ echo the press’s contention that the 
healthier than the two of us combined.” _ those early songs recorded live off the _ are indebted to the pre-goth pioneers 

According to Stewart, simply _ floor over three days in a friend's living _ albeit with some caveats. 
replacing Reid with another drummer, __ room. So far, his production decisions “We're definitely more like |0 


even temporarily, was never an option, have been purely financial (Old Songs _ Division than we are like Iron Maiden 
so the Last Deal instead spent nearly was put out for the princely sum of admits Uncut guitarist lan Worang 
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ut everyone sort of expects that all 
nds have a little bit of Joy Division in 
em these days.” 
fn fact, Worang reports his band is 
ged by a more contemporary com- 
rison—ironically, to a band often 
of following in the footsteps of 
oy Division themselves. “When we 
first writing songs someone men- 
ned this band Interpol,” he says. “I 
appened to be in New York that year, 
so | bought their EP and thought, 
"Wow, these guys sound like us.” 
Worang isn’t all that troubled if 
people want to draw that parallel—in 
fact, upon reading a review of Uncut’s 
recent album hailing it as “the record 
interpol should have made,” Worang 
was mildly upset, but only because he 
“thought [Interpol's latest release] Antics 
was actually a great album.” Besides, 
Worang considers any discussions about 
who sounds like whom or what influ- 
enced what to be largely academic and 
tirely irrelevant to the vast majority of 
steners. “I! don’t think the majority of 
ple have really developed, informed 
pinions about this stuff,” he says. “Kids 
st go to shows and enjoy themselves 
nd that’s about it. Most people who 
to shows aren’t huge music nerds 
ke you and me.” (RM) 


ho’s a pretty birdie? 


Cockatoo * With Brian Jonestown 
Massacre * New City * Wed, July 
13 After a decade spent plying her 
trade in Toronto, local songstress Robyn 
Bright returned home last year and 


began playing her haunt- 
ing, emotional music with 
drummer Shauna Hose- 
good. She soon came to the 
attention of bassist David 
Gawdunyk, and the two 
realized they shared a pas- 
sion for ‘80s alternative & 
music. “Every influence was 
the same,” says Gawdunyk. 
In April they were sharing a 
pint in the crowded con- 
fines of the Black Dog and 
deciding to form a band. 
“Oddly enough,” Gawdun- 
yk says, “there was a Cure 
CD on the table and we 
flipped it over and we saw 
the word ‘cockatoo’ and 
that became the name. We 
started writing songs pretty 
much the next day.” 

Although Cockatoo 
have only played a couple § 
of gigs so far, they’ve obvi- 
ously impressed some of 
the right people, landing a 
coveted spot opening for 
Brian Jonestown Massacre next week. 
They’ve also headed into the studio 
with the Floor’s Graham Lessard to 
make a document of what they’ve 
come up with so far. “We have gobs of 
songs that we have to narrow down 
and decide what we want to keep as 
an album,” Gawdunyk says. 

While Cockatoo were brought 
together by similar influences, what 
really holds their songs together is a 
dedication to a central theme—the 


Phil Duperran 


i 


axemusic.com 
mat Cy 


Calgary's Five Star Affair, who played Red's on July 
5 for the Molson Rock Search 


power and fury of love. “Not ina 
cheesy, candlelit dinner kind of way,” 
Gawdunyk says, “but hope and the 
possibilities of love and stuff like that. 
We're not in our teens or early 20s, so 
there's a lot of experience kicking 
around. Having been around the block 
once or twice and having your heart 
broken two or three times, | think we're 
bringing some definite themes that we 
feel comfortable talking about and look- 
ing on the bright side of.” (PD) 
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www new citycompound.com 
IDOI Jasper Avenue 
call “429-2582 for info 
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Check out the Likwid Lounge upstairs! 
open from 11 am daily -new Menu - lunchtime specials 


THURS JUNE? 
7AND7IS 
DE VONDER 
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UNCLE OUTRAGE 
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nestown 
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gn Trasheteria Fridays 
op DJ Texas Chainsaw 
Mascara 

and New City Crue. 

Punk, classics 

- ew shit, electro, etc. etc 


The Starting Line Fall Out Boy Thrice 


* + Sekepe ran. 
eee i ee 


Friday July 15 
avs Drag, show 
isfi 
7 Show at 10 
Benefit for Autistic Children 
Trasheteria Friday to Follow 


TRASHETERA HRD 


Alexisonfire 


Reggie and the Full Effect 
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THIS'FRIDAY, JUL 


z= GRAND OPENING 
SATURDAY 


ALL NEW? 


$1 MISS BA 


WEST EDMONTON MALL | 
GRAND Pix: 


TICKETS: CALL '702-CLUB OR 
TICKETMASTER (451-8000) 


,JULY 9TH 


hosted by Playboy Playmate 


LAURIE FETT 


Fax your free listings 
to 426-2889 or 
email to Glenys at | 
listings@vueweekly.com | 
Deadline Is Friday at 
3pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP & Gitt Duff | 
Robison 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage | 
BACKSTAGE TAP & GRILL 
Battle of the Bands FINAL 
feat. Face First, The Sessions, 
The Azmatiks, and From the 
Ground Up; 9pm; $2 cover 


BLIND PIG, THE The Hootin’ 
Annies, with Percy Marshall; | 
9pm; no cover | 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Gaye | 
Delorme; 8pm; $15 
CEILI'S Banshee's ; 9pm 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 


DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch | 


FOUR ROOMS Stuart Crosley 


GRINDER Open stage hosted | 
by Audrey Lidster; 9-12pm. 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with The Poster 
Boys (pop/rock/blues); 
8:30pm-1 2:30am 


RED'S Molson Canadian Rock 
Search; 8pm 


SHAW CONFERENCE 
CENTRE K-OS; 7:30pm; 
$29.50 ' 


SIDETRACK CAFE Run Chico | 
Run, The Attics, The New 
Vain | 


STARLIGHT ROOM Knights 
of York | 


VALLEY ZOO Zoo Groove; | 
John Woroshuk and the | 
Autopilots, Marco Clavaria 
and guests; $10; 7:30pm; call 
496-2925 for tickets 


DJS | 


ARMOURY Vintage | 
Thursdays: retro rock, dance 
and old school hip hop | 


BACKROOM VODKA SAR 
Animation Station: trip hop, | 
drum ‘n’ bass with MC | 
Deadly, Gundam, Dale Force | 
BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE } 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the 
DDK Soundsystem 


BLUE CHAIR Gaye Delorme; 
8pm; $15 

BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 

DJ Squiggles 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven w/ 
Sweetz, T-Bass, Rezidnt Funk 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Thursday Ladies Night: Top 
40, R&B, retro with Urban 
Metropolis 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo with D] S.WA.G. 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian | 


GUILTY MARTINI Urban 
Substance Thursdays: urban 
with Urban Substance Sound 
Crew, Invinceable, Spincyce, 
}-Money, Shortround, Echo; 
no minors 


KAS BAR Urban House: with 
D] Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Rub-a-Dub: with 
Jebus and Anarchy Adam 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with D] Mikee; 
9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Underground Hip 
Hop Night: with D] Mumps, 
D} Dusty Kratez, D] Nato 
THE ROOST Rotating shows: 
Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game with Dj} 
Jazzy second and last 
Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Funkdafied 
Thursday: funk with D} 
Leanne Fong 

SAVOY Funk and downtem- 
po with Ben Jamin 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 
40 dance, R&B 


VICTORY LOUNGE NRMLS 
WLCM Thursdays: electro, 
disco-punk, hip hop with D) 
Nik7 and guests 
WUNDERBAR Up and Down 
Thursdays: With DJs Loopin’ 
the 3rd, Big Slice 


ATLANTIC TRAP & GILL Duff 
Robison 


BACKSTAGE TAP & GRILL 
Sinclair with Vacation on 
Mars 


BELLA BEANS COFFEE 
Acoustic open stage; 
7:30-10pm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Gaye 
Delorme; 8pm; $35 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Silverhawk (pop/country) 


‘CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
K-Tels (SOs) 


CEILI'S The Kick It Bros; 9pm. 


FOUR ROOMS Don 
Bradshaw’s Big Idea 


J.J.’s PUB Sallys Krackers 
(rock) 


JEFFREYS CAFE June Mann 
Trio (70's pop and jazz clas- 
sics); $5 

JEKYLL & HYDE Headwind 
('60s/'70s); no cover; 9pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB F'n It 
(rock/top 40) 

RED'S Bo Diddley, quests; 
7pm. 

SIDETRACK CAFE Zombie 
Night in Canada; The 
Deadcats, The Matadors, 
Raygun Cowboys 
STARLIGHT ROOM Stabilo 
with Strada and Rake; 8pm; 
no minors 


UNION HALL Honeymoon 
Suite; 8pm; $10 


URBAN LOUNGE Ozzy 


Ozmunds 


UNION HALL Honeymoon 
Suite; 8pm (doors); $10 


VICTORY LOUNGE They 
Shoot Horses Don't They, 
Junior Pantherz, Jon-Rae and 
The River 


DUS 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: 
Top 40 downstairs/retro 80 
upstairs 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Dance party with D) Alvaro 


CALIENTE Funktion Fridays: 
urban with D] Invinceable; 
10pm (door); no minors 


DECADANCE Ladies Night 
sexy house w/ Smoov & 
guests 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
With Urban Metropolis 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


HALO Mod Club: ‘60s with 
D) Blue Jay, Dj Trav VD; $5 


IRON HORSE Urban dance 
Party 

NEW CITY LIkKWiD 
LOUNGE Your Weekly AA 
Meeting: with Jebus and 
Adam 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Trasheteria: Punk, classics, 
electro, new with D] Texas 
Chainsaw Mascara and New 
City Crue 


ONE ON WHYTE Retro, top 
40, R&B with Dj Crownroyal 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with DJ Mikee; 
9pm-2am; no cover 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro 
Blitz: best new European 
music with Dj Outtawak 
Downstairs: D| Jazzy; $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples D) 
Spinning 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Deep House: 
with Friday resident Dj Luke 
Morrison 


SAVOY D} Busy B; no cover 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE 
AND ROLLER DISCO Top 40 
request, mix of retro and 
disco; 7pm-12am 


STANDARD Ali New Q107 
Fridays: hosted by Harman B 
and D} Kwake, live to air 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with Dj Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
House/breaks/garage w/ 
Smoovy, Dane, T-Bass, Rezidnt 
Funk, Vinny Vo, Dusty 
Grooves, Sweetz; 1am - 8am 


WUNDERBAR Sergio 
Georgini’s Friday Wind Down: 
With Dj Calibar 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
house/breaks/garage w/ 
Anthony Donahue, Nestor 
Delano, Dragon, Ryan Wade, 
Roofio, Bree, Nic-E; lam - 
8am 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN 
Terry Jorden; 7-10pm 


ATLANTIC TRAP & GILE Duff 
Robison 


BACKSTAGE TAP & GRILL 
The Backstage First Birthday 
Party; Outside The Wall (Pink 
Floyd Tribute Band) 


BLACK DOG Pernell Reichert 
and the Hard Drinkers; no 
cover; 4-6pm 


‘CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Silverhawk (pop/country) 


(CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
K-Tels (SOs) 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE)The 
Shutflehound with "Uptown" 
Freddy Brown (blues/roots); 
4-7pm 

FOUR ROOMS Don 
Bradshaw's Big Idea 


J.J.’s PUB Sallys Krackers 
(rock) 


JEKYLL & HYDE Headwind 
('60s/'70s); no cover; 3pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB F'n It 
(rock/top 40) 


RED STRAP MARKET Open 
Stage and Expressive Arts 
Experience hosted by Mary 
Rankin 1pm - 4pm, 

RED'S Starship featuring 
Mickey Thomas, guests; 7pm. 
SHARKTANK Dietzche V & 
the Abominable Snowman, 
Cadence Weapon, Junior 
Bloomsday; all ages 


SIDETRACK CAFE No Hands 
CD release party; The Last 
Deal CD release party; w/ The 
Neins Circa 


THE TAPHOUSE Devonder 
with Cooper's Cobra; 9:30pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Ozy 


Ozmunds 
Dus 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE D] 
Escapade Entertainment 


BOOTS Flashback Saturdays: 
retro dance, house with 
Derrick 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB D) 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Static: house 
with LP and Tomek; 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Urban Metropolis 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI Supreme 
Saturdays: urban with 
Invinceable, Big Sun, Dj 
Game; 9pm (door); no 
minors 

HALO Those Who Know: 
house with DJ Jr. Brown, 


Winston Roberts, Remo; no 
cover 


EEKLY 


IRON HORSE Urban danc: 
party 


NEW CITY Likwib 
LOUNGE Ass Shakin’ Fun 
with Cool Curt and guests 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Punk/alt/pop/dance with p),; 
Jay and Nikrofeelya 


ONE ON WHYTE Music 4 
The Masses: retro, top 40 
R&B with Dj Crownroya\ 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro | 
New: classic rock, R&B, urb,y 
and dance with DJ Mikee 
9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Indie rock, hip 
hop, rock, Brit pop with $ 
Master F 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Monthly theme parties, new 
music with D} Jazzy 
Downstalrs: Retro music 
with Dj Dan and Mike; $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Rum jung! 
legendary Saturdays: hip hop, 
old school and R&B 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Unique hou 
beats with Saturday resident 
D) Tripswitch 

SECRETS DJ Saturday with 0) 
(Naughty) 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE 
AND ROLLER DISCO Top 40 
request, mix of retro and 
disco; 7pm-12am 
STANDARD Live to Air 96% 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with D} Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Hard house/trance/funky w 
Jeff Hillis, DTDR, Big Daddy 
STX, Gryffin; 1am - 9am 
VICTORY LOUNGE USA vs 
UK/Hiphop ys. House: with 0) 
Jason LP; 8pm 
WUNDERBAR Soundcheck 
Saturdays: With D] Shumba 
and guest 


Y AFTERHOURS Release 
funky/sexy/hard house w, 
Luke Morrison, Erin Eden, 
Donovan, Darcy Klein, Bryar 
Doyle; 1am - 8am 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
ReClaim Sundays: Funky |2* 
hosted by Rubim Metha, 
Lane Arendt and guests; 0° 
cover 

BLIND PIG PUB AND Grill! 
Carmen's Sunday live 

BLUE CHAIR Stringbean 
Quartette; donations 
‘CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with 
Bob Robichaud; 7-10p™ 
O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie} 
9:30pm 

ROSEBOWL Jam with the 
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‘ame, Weapon X; 10pm; no 
inors 


: ndays: all night and all 
request dance party with Dj 
eddy Toonflash 


Urban Ladies 


‘Night Sundays: 91.7, The 


D} Invinceable; 


DANCE Worship w/ Big 


Daddy, DTDR & quests; 
Tam - close 


GRINDER Soul Sundays: 


ith Rocko 


CITY LIKWID 


BUNGE Bust A Nut: with 
smo and Cool Curt 


pspitality House Party: with 
Crownroyal 


ON WHYTE Sunday 


ROOST Hangover Clinic 


jow Beer Bash: with D) 
py; $2 


IM JUNGLE Service 


Industry Night 


\VOY French pop mixed 


ith Deja DJ 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE House 


est Sundays: With Johnny 


Dangerous, Andy Inertia 


VICTORY LOUNGE Self Help 
Sundays: punk rock, hip hop 


with D) Slipped Disc 
WUNDERBAR A Whole Lot 


of Shakin’ Sundays: rockabilly, 


ipsychobilly 


MON | 
| 


LIVE MUSIC 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL Open stage/jam every 
Monday hosted by the Retro 
Rockets Band; 8pm-midnight 
L.B.'S PUB House band; 
9:30pm-lam; no cover 


RED'S Molson Canadian Rock 
Search; 8pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE Open 
stage Mondays, hosted by 
Ben Spencer; 9pm; no cover 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live: 
with Big Tickle; 8:30- 
11:30pm; no cover 


DJs 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE D} 
Pennytentiary 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Ashley Love and DJ Alvaro 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ S.W.A.G. 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE D} Dusty Grooves 


O'BYRNE’S Hip Mondays; 
industry night with DJ 
Finnegan, live music 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Manic 
Monday; old skool R&B, hip 
hop with Harman B and Dj 
Kwake 


VICTORY LOUNGE jPod 
Mondays: be your own Dj, 
bring your iPod 


WUNDERBAR Rod 
Torklesons Armada; Rock and 
Roll with Herman 
Menderchuck 


VENUE GUIDE 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN 
KITCHEN 10011-109 St. 
Edmonton, 424-6644. 


ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 
702-1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St, 432-4611 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307- 
‘99 St, 430-9200 


SLIND PIG, THE #32 - St. 
Anne St, St. Albert, 418-6332 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324A-B2 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
4418 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL 12536-137 Ave, 457- 
5483 


BELLA BEANS COFFEE CAFE 
13236-118 Ave, 454-2211, 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Road, 484-7751 


BILLY BUDD’S LOUNGE 
9839-63 Ave, 438-1148 


SLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


SLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
32 St. Anne St, St. Albert, 
418-6332 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423- 
5014 

SRAVO! BISTRO 9828-101A 
Ave, 424-1010 


SUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB 
'17258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 


CAUENTE 1 
Pear 0815 Jasper Ave, 


CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave, 433- 
8152 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 
Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 463-9467 


(CATALYST THEATRE 8529 
Gateway Blvd 


CEILI'S 10338-109 St, 426- 
5555 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 
PUB 2021 Millboume Rd, 
West, 462-6565 


CHURCHILL SQUARE 
Downtown Edmonton 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 
990-1792 


DRUID (Jasper Avenue) 
11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 


DRUID (South) 2940 
Calgary Trail, 455-6800 


DUKE OF ARGYLL Four 
Points Sheraton Hotel, 7230 
Argyll Rd, 465-7931 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 
Ave, 474-5554 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
WEM, 489-1330 


FESTIVAL PLACE Festival 
Way, Sherwood Park, 429- 
1000 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 10511- 
82 Ave, 432-5224 


FIRST CITY SPORTS 
LOUNGE 10136-100 St, 428- 
3399 


| 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 
el 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark 
Ammar 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
Open stage with Chris 
Wynters and quest 
LEGENDS PUB Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


O'BYRNE'S Celtic night with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 

RED'S Lisa Marie Presley; 
7pm 

SIDETRACK CAFE The 
Agnostic Mountain Gospel 
Choir CD release party; w/ 
The Creaking Tree String 
Quartet; Stagger Lee 
Shedden 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and 
the City; 9pm; Salsa dance 
lessons 8pm; $5 (door) 


DJs 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Viva: with D] Sean 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with DJ Stephan 


CALIENTE Bashment 
Tuesdays: reggae with Bomb 
Squad, Q.B, Chrome Nine, 
Southside Sound, open mic; 
11pm; no minors 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia with DJ] Whit-Ford 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
with D) Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 


NEW CITY LOUNGE 
Dominion with Dj Scott and 
goth-metal guests 


THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo: 
with DJ Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


FOUR ROOMS Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 


FOX 10125-109 St, 990-0680 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 
488-4841 


GRINDER 10957-124 St, 453- 
1709 


GUILTY MARTINI 10338-81 
Ave, 433-7183 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO. 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL 8937-82 Ave, 463- 
6397 


HY'S STEAKLOFT 10013- 
101A Ave, 424-4444 


IRON HORSE 8101 Gateway 
Blvd, 438-1907 

J.J.’S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 
489-7462 


J AND R BAR 4003-106 St, 
436-4403 


JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610- 
100 Ave, 426-5381 


KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433- 
6768 

KIS CLUB 11720-82 St, 457- 
8275 

L.B.’S PUB 111-23 Akins Dr, 
St. Albert, 460-9100 
LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St. 
481-2786 


MACLAB THEATRE Citadel, 
9828-101A Ave, 425-1820 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 
Ave, 490-1999 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 10087 
Jasper Ave, downstalrs, 413- 
4578 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Tapa Tuesday: 
popular house beats with Dj 
Kevin Wong 


VICTORY LOUNGE 
Liberation Tuesdays: emo, 
hardcore, punkrock, scream- 
core, classics and more with 
DJs Leithal and Lam Harvey 
Oswald 


WUNDERBAR Tuesday 
Night Shakedown: Featuring 
Hug Patrol 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP & GILL 
Open Mike 


COMMONWEALTH STADIUM 
Tim McGraw and THE 
DANCEHALL DOCTORS, 
GUESTS; 7pm; $69-$159; 
tickets available at 
TicketMaster 451-8000 


FESTIVAL PLACE Darren 
Johnson (Acoustic 
Blues/Roots), ;Bomba! Trio 
(Latino/Jazz); 7:30pm; $5 
Qualico Patio Series 


NEW CITY COMPOUND Brian 
Jonestown Massacre; 18 and 
over; 9pm; $20 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Northem Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm 


RED'S Molson Canadian Rock 
Search; 8pm 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open stage 
hosted by Brian Gregg; 8pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE Ronnie 
Artur and His Orkestrio, 
Rocketone, The 
Wedgewoods, hosted by The 
Capital City Burlesque 


STARLITE ROOM Silverstein, 
Emery, A Last Goodbye; 


O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 
414-6766 


ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 
Ave, 437-7699 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH 
Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 
485-1717 


PEPPERS Westmount Centre, 
St. Albert Trail, 111 Ave, 451- 
8022 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
10860-57 Ave, 434-5997 


RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 
428-0825 


RED STRAP MARKET 10305 
- 97 St, 497-2211 


RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 481- 
6420 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 
444-1822 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 
426-3150 


ROSE AND CROWN PUB 
10235-101 St, 428-7111 


ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St 
482-2589 


ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


ROXY 10708-124 St, 453- 
2440 


RUM JUNGLE 2687, 8882- 
170 St, 4886-9494 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Whyte Ave, 
437-0231/710-1625 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438- 
0373 


SECOND CUP (118 ST) 
11802 Jasper Ave., 451-2764 
SECRETS 10345-106 St, 423- 
5592 


5:30pm; all ages event; $16 
(adv); tickets available at 
TicketMaster, Megatunes, 
Freecloud, Blackbyrd, FS 
(WEM). 


URBAN LOUNGE Boy with 
Chunk; tickets at ticketmaster 


DJS 
SSS SES 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Wild Cherry: deep house/pro- 
gressive/breaks with 
Tripswiteh and guests 


| BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: with Dj Buster 
Friendly; no cover 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Punk 
| rock, electroshock with Dj 
| Eddy Toonflash 


JJ.'S PUB Subculture Night: 
Psychobilly, rockabilly, punk 
with D] Kustom 


LEGENDS PUB Hip-Hop/R&B 
with D} Spincycle 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Glam, punk, indie 
with D) Skinny J, G-Wiz 


RED STAR Funk ‘n‘ Soul; 
funk, disco, soul with Junior 
Brown 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with 
D] Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


STANDARD Wednesday 
Gone Wild Feat: with D] 
Nestor Delano 


STARLITE ROOM Lush 
Wednesdayz Revisited: ‘80s, 
alt rock, progressive dance 
with DJ Jason LP; 8pm 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Blue 
Velvet: urban electronica with 
Derelict and Soulus 


VICTORY LOUNGE We Sold 
Our Souls For Rock ‘n’ Roll: 
classic/retro rock, new hits 
with the Juggernaut; no cover 


WUNDERBAR Psycho Nite: 
With DJs Seizures, J6ny 
Bologna, Take it to the Hill 
Rahil 


SHARK TANK 10249-97 St, 
231-9700 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333- 
112 St, 421-1326 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE 
AND ROLLER DISCO 13710- 
104 St, 472-6336 


STANDARD 6107-104 St, 
438-2582 


STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 
St, 451-8000 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 201, 
10368-82 Ave, 437-2293 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


LA TABLE DE RENOIR 
10046-101A Ave, 429-3386 


TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 


TIX ON THE SQUARE 3 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 
420-1757 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
10018 - 105 st 


UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St 
702-0318 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 
St, 439-3388 


VALLEY ZOO 1335t - 
Buena Vista Rd. 


VICTORY LOUNGE 10030- 
102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq, 428- 
14l4 


WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St 
436-2286 


Y AFTERHOURS 10028 102 st. 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 
Ave, 432-0428 


THE URBAN L@UNGE 


SOUTHSIDE'S BEST LIVE VENUE 
BIT1-1055T » 43 


CHECK OUT URBANLOUNGE.NET FOR INFORMATION 6 VIP TREATMENT = 


THURSDAY JULY 7 
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with ABSORB | 
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FRIDAY-SATURDAY JULY 8-9 


O2ZY OSMUNDS| 
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Tickets available ™ Urban Lounge 
and a Tickeimasie: locwiions - 780-451-8000 


~ WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 


LOUNGE OPEN FOR LUNCH- 14/30 AM 
HAPPY HOUR PRICING IN EFFECT UNTIL 8 PM 


Import & Satay Night 
A Nicur oc Fine Tastes. ALL IMport BEERS ON SPECIAL 


As Wet As SKEWERS OF FINELY FLAVOURED MEats. 
Impvorr Beers - $4.50 Satays - $1 


3 ov. Excu or THree WINES SE yas) Wir Aprerizers TO 
BLEND THE PERFECTION OF Tast AND FLAVOUR 


Ev ry THurspay - $15 


hytes Ave 
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THURS JULY 7 aree | MSNeY BRIAN 


JONESTOWN 
MASSACRE 
MON J ys LY 13 
a Pa \ee ace 


vv TRASHETERIA IBA) 


Rs rah AND rntertainer cf the Year 2005 


CCnmie Lingua A AL EE LUCTIONS present... 


LEVENCI P it “eO. 
_ SuBURI e000 
ene JASPER AVE. IES, oo FOR INFO ‘fret Ci : ’ | 4 f ‘ is ‘ ta | 
THELQUNGE = HE FE i eG 
EVERY DAY MONDAYS O\S oY 
AT 11 AM LOUNGE: DJ Dusty Grooves f } Y : 
SUBURBS: Closed : 
COME DOWN TUESDAYS the | 
AND EAT SUBURBS: BINGO! With dj Dildozer and MC Fistinyourface Vs 
LUNCH... LOUNGE: Dominion with dj Scott & quests Goth-Metal @ 10081 JASPER AVE. |~ 
| WEDNESDAYS “ayes 
‘ois = = FRY! NG ‘ LOUNGE: DJ Skinny | & G-Wiz Glam-Punk-Indie —— All proceeds are Toward Fundraiser for Autistic Children tt ti Chiv 


SUBURBS: Closed unless there's a live show. 


THURSDAYS 
LOUNGE: Jebus & Anarchy Adam - Rub-a-Dub oH " q n S 


SUBURBS: Live Shows & Special Events 
FRIDAYS 
LOUNGE: Jebus & Adam 
SUBURBS: Trasheteria: 
DJ Texas Chainsaw Mascara and New City Crue. 
Punk, classics, new shit, electro, etc. etc. 


SATURDAYS 
LOUNGE: Cool Curt & Guests - Atmosphere 


SUBU RBS SUBURBS: SATURDAY SUCKS!! Dj Nik rofeelya & BlueJay 


feeee oon bate LOUNGE: Bust’ sche & Cool Curt 
asper Ave ~ Bust'a Nut - DJ's Remo & Cool Cur 
429-2582 for info —_ SUBURBS: Closed unless special event, live show. wu, trasheteriafridays. con 


VUEWEEKLY QP} JULY 7-13, 2005 


ood 


a 


» 


carnivalesque 
ic of They Shoot 
Don’t They? 
bout playing 


LEAH COLLINS 


ne or two bars into any They 
shoot Horses Don't They? tune, 
Jand you'd be convinced the Van- 
ver Septet was raised in a circus, 
e brood of some booming 
how huckster (from whom 
Josh Neelands inherited his 
ngmaster style and bravado) and 
ombone-wielding trailermate. 
the crashing horns and drums, 
e-ring-pitch vocals and balloon 
mal hijinks of a They Shoot Hors- 
show weren’t learned under the 
‘top—in fact, the bulk of the 
emble spent more time at the 
ly Carr Institute of Art and 
ign than under the wise tutelage 
Won tamers and acrobats. Still, it 
me as little surprise when the 
pup was picked up by Leaky Heav- 
) Circus, an east Vancouver circus- 
im-theatre collective. 

As Neelands explains over the 
hone while strolling the windy 


The Black Dabita Murder 


ENTER AT J\f (BUR UTES 


shold your Horses 


byways of Montreal, his group was 
handpicked by Leaky Heaven’s musi- 
cal director, Veda Hille, to spend 
three weeks composing the sound- 
track for an act based on the Greek 
myth of Agamemnon. The band was 
naturally drawn to the prospect of 
joining the troupe; Neelands says 
they were just very interested in the 
chance to collaborate with a new 
group of people—especially families 
of trapeze artists and tumblers. 

As such, Neelands is pretty 
adamant that They Shoot Horses’ 


elCIRGUSY! 


oom-pah and crashing-pots-and-pans 
style embraces more points of origin 
than straight-up rock ’n’ roll. And he 
seems wonderstruck by how so many 
influences end up coming through in 
a finished song. “That's the thing 
that astounds me,” he says. “I like a 
lot of music and there’s a lot of good 
bands, but sometimes I’m wonder- 
ing, all these people hear so many 
different kinds of music, but it does- 
n’t necessarily show in their music. 
It'll just kind of be like, ‘We're a rock 
‘n’ roll band,’” he says, using a grow- 
ly hardcore voice for emphasis. 

“So, I think with us, I’ve had so 
many different experiences with so 


The Red Chord 


Your Music Destination 


many different types of music—and 
it’s not like I’m trying to consciously 
put them in there, but it just sort of 
comes out. I'll be singing a melody 
and just kind of going off in 
rehearsal, and it'll probably be a 
while later, after the melody’s been 
established, and it becomes part of a 
song that I’ll realize that it has a 
gypsy flavour or whatever.” 


ONE OF THE BAND'S earliest influ- 
ences still comes through pretty 
strong, though: high-school band 
class. Neelands has said in the past 
that They Shoot Horses’ closest genre 
match was “marching band,” at least 
in terms of the rhythm and how 
good the music feels. But, he says, 
playing music now causes a much 
different sensation than it did in his 
actual high-school band days. “With 
high-school band,” he says, “I was 
just trying to make sure that I was 
playing the right notes or hitting the 
drum at the right time. With this, 
we're absolutely not concerned with 
hitting the right notes—some wrong 
notes sound great and it’s more com- 
pletely about the feel and energy.” 
Indeed, there’s a strong apprecia- 
tion of human error in They Shoot 
Horses’ work—the sort of musical 
playfulness, where, Neelands says, 
“at any given point anything could 


win tickets at Meg 


Devikiriver 


NAME — ~~ 
ADDRESS =. 


= - z 


happen and it wouldn’t disrupt the 
music. You can scream and yell over 
top of it, and it would become a part 
of the activity that’s going on.” 
Which is why Neelands says he 
can’t help but be inspired by the 
charm of kids trying as hard as he 
did to hit the right note, and not 
quite making it. “Once, when I was 
walking through a park, there was a 
high-school band playing in the 
very same band shelter that I had 
played in when I traveled to Victo- 
tia. And there were these kids up 
there playing and it was so good,” 
he says. “It’s even better, because 
they were trying like myself to play 


chimaien 


Chimaira 
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everything right, but they were hit- 
ting the wrong notes, but it had this 
beautiful charm to it, and even 
though they were all a little bit stiff 
and scared, every person, every kid 
in that group, had a character to 
them. It was really funny—they were 
really trying hard, but they don’t 
quite do it right. 

“That’s the sort of thing you start 
to learn,” he concludes, “that there's 
good stuff pretty much everywhere 
in expression. Even if it is clumsy.” © 


THEY SHOOT HORSES DON'T THEY? 
With Jon-Rae and the River ® Victory 
Lounge ® Fri, July 8 
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== SPECIAL GLEST 


AND BAD = ACID TRIP 


SEPTEMBER 20 
REXALE PEACE 


GENERAL ADMISSION FLOOR /RESERVED IN THE STANDS 


ON) SALE FRIDAY AT 10:00AM 
ticketmasterca 451-8000 
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foul Can't touch this 


lo Hands has 
leased a new EP. 
da full-length 
low seems within 
pach as well 


MIKE LAROCQUE 


ost bands tend to release an EP 
early in their career, dropping 
four or five songs so that fans, 
omoters and labels can get a taste 
their music. But for Clayton 
inner, frontman of local group 
o Hands and a veteran of various 
ther Edmonton bands over the last 
en years, an EP is the last thing 
in his mind. 

“It's fairly ridiculous,” laughs 
inner, who also runs the band’s 
bel, Roast Records. “In all the 
ds I’ve been in, I’ve put out four 
Ps in, like, the last seven years. I’m 
Bally itching to put out a full- 
ngth, but it’s always just out of 
ch. Bands become so fragile and 
je about to break apart, so you 
ease an EP. But things aren’t frag- 

at all with No Hands.” 


E WOULD HOPE NOT, given the 
ind has just released Roughing It in 
* Bush, their sophomore EP and 
he followup to their acclaimed 
ebut EP, Free for All. Although Skin- 
er claims that things are still sit- 
ing pretty in the No Hands camp, 
hat doesn’t mean things haven't 
Sun to change for the band since 
ucir first release. In fact, he thinks 
ome fans might not recognize them 
all. “The debut EP was geared 
ewards more straight-up guitar rock 
n’ roll,” Skinner explains. “We 
now how to do that—we know 
ow to play in a rock ‘n’ roll band 
th two guitars, a bass and a drum- 
®t. | think some of the people who 
Ked the first disc might listen to 
his One and be like, ‘What the 
*ll?’ We took more risks on this 
©, but at the same time, I’m not 


trying to alienate fans.” 
The band, which employed a 
more drum-heavy rock sound on 


e\ROCK 


their first release, has shifted 
towards a more experimental sound, 
with the emphasis now on vocals 


recs arrow, 


and melody. While Skinner willingly 
admits that the band was more than 
ready to take their music in a new 
direction, the decision to retool 
their sound may not have been 
entirely voluntary. In fact, No 
Hands was suffering from what has 
become the biggest cliché in rock 


SEE PAGE 47 
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Double Row 
Seating 


Onboard 
Movies 


Self-Serve 
Galley 


Self-Serve 
® Hot or Cold 
D Beverages 


motor coach 


1.800.232.1958 


several departures daily: 
Calgary 

Red Deer 
Edmonton 

Fort McMurray 


www.redarrow.ca 
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STUDENT TICHET PACK 
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discount offers. 


ICTORY LOUNGE 
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with JON RAE & THE RIVER {gem Tourn) 


FRI JULY 8TH 


in the Starlite Room «18+ 


WED JULY | 3TH in the Starlite Room 


iLERSTENGaEMERY 


Early Show, Doors at 5: 30 
ALL. AGES 


c50 Vodka Slimes ‘til 1 


~ cherry 


WITH Dd Jason LP 


seve BME CES SET TRANSITION 


FRI JULY 4 STH 


in the Starlite Raorn «18+ 


the return 
of the classic... 


LILLE 


herzzhuia 


WEDNESDAYS 


Until 77pm 


= HEBALLS » S2 COLD SPRING LAGER 
n+ )e» RETROALTERNATIVEDANCE with DJ Jason LP 
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1 - MARIAH CAREY - WE BELONG TOGETHER 
2 - BLACK EYED PEAS - 
DON'T PHUNK WITH MY HEART 
3 - 50 CENT - JUST A LIL’ BIT 
4 - CIARA - OH 
5 —- NATASHA BEDINGFIELD - THESE WORDS 
6 - BABY BASH - BABY I'M BACK 
7 - THE PUSSYCAT DALLS - DON’T CHA 
8 - MASSARI - BE EASY 
9 - FAT JOE/ NELLY - GET IT POPPIN’ 
10 - RIHANNA - PON DE REPLAY 
11 - GWEN STEFANI - HOLLABACK GIRL 
12 - K-OS - CRUCIAL 
13 - TARAS -I|LOVEU 
14 - JULLY BLACK - SWEAT OF YOUR BROW 
15 - LUDACRIS/ BOBBY VALENTINO - 
PIMPIN’ ALL OVER THE WORLD 
16 - DIVINE BROWN - OLD SKOOL LOVE 
17 - D.H.T. - LISTEN TO YOUR HEART 
18 - SWEATSHOP UNION - BROKEN RECORD 
19 - MISSY ELLIOTT - LOSE CONTROL 
20 -MAX GRAHAM VS. YES - 
OWNER OF A LONELY HEART 
21 - E3- MUS BEU 
22 - FRANKIE J - HOW TO DEAL 
23 - TRICK DADDY f. LUDACRIS - SUGAR 
24 - PRETTY RICKY - GRIND WITH ME 
25 - CORY LEE - GOODBYE 
26 — PRAS MICHEL - STILL HAVEN'T 
27 — NATALIE - ENERGY 
28 - LiL’ ROB - SUMMER NIGHTS 
29 - MOKA ONLY - ONCE AGAIN 
30 - AKON - BELLY DANCER 
31- K-NANN - STRUGGLIN’ 
32 - KANYE WEST - DIAMONDS 
33- AKON - LONELY 
34 - FATTY KOO - BOUNCE 
35- DESTINY'S CHILD - GIRL 
36 - 50 CENT/ GAME - HATE IT OR LOVE IT 
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At a career crossroats 


The Matadors sold 
their souls to the 
devil, and they 
couldn’t be happier 
with how the deal 
worked out 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


any bands claim to put soul 
| their music, but the Mata- 

dors went one step further, 
willingly selling theirs to a shadowy 
cult in exchange for nefarious musi- 
cal talent. After conquering the 
tobacco belt of rural Ontario with 


more wholesome music during the 
mid-’90s, singer/guitarist Joel 
“Hooch” Parkins says the Matadors 
took their booming rockabilly sound 
to a sinister new level after meeting 
“a ghoulish figure in a black hood... 
or something,” back in 1999. 

“We used to be just a really tradi- 
tional rockabilly band and then we 


= ROCKABILLY 


met these guys called the Lucifarian 
Brotherhood of Baphomet,” Parkins 
says. “They're an orthodox satanic 
cult. So we signed the so-called cross- 
roads deal with them to sell our souls 
in return for superhuman powers on 
our respective instruments. That sort 


of changed our stage show. Now i 
have a darker show and there’s , ), 
of crazy shit that goes on.” 

Since then, things have }..,, 
going pretty good for the Matad,,, 
With a newish disc out on Stun}, 
Records called The Devil’s M,, 
they’re taking Lucifer’s word a: ;,,, 
the country for the first time, ;, 
lecting souls for their dark lord ajo; 
the way. “The Lucifarian Brot}, 
hood doesn’t just wait around a, 
give you empty promises for wh, 
you die,” Parkins says. “Your so 
worth something right now, ani 
you sell it to them, you can get (iy 
gible goods right now. Since \ 
made that deal, we've just be, 
incredibly successful. I’ve been jy 
amazed with it. It’s really weira— 
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tarted happening it was 
Wow. This is all right.’ 

“for example,” he continues, 
7m undo ly the greatest guitar 
ayer ever. I'm sort of unknown 
sht now, but once you see me, 
su’ll know. I can take any kind of 
guid like gasoline or Windex or 
whatever and ingest it and it immedi- 
tely becomes booze in my stomach; 
pat’s pretty amazing. I can also levi- 
ate things, shoot flames out of my 
gitar and I’m also the most hand- 
sme man in the universe. I have a 
pree-foot-long penis; right now I 
igh 160 pounds but when I get an 
ection 1 weigh 287 pounds. It’s like 

ng another person with me.” 


9 WHAT ABOUT all those other 
spiring rock stars with a soul burn- 
ng a hole in their body, eager for a 

ick route to fame and glory—how 

» they get in on this sweet-sound- 
hg deal? “There’s actually represen- 
tives with us on the road,” Parkins 

ys. “If you come to the show, 
ou'll see them on either side of the 

age dressed in their ceremonial 
rb and they’re doing things like 
ptizing the audience with blood, 
sting demons into people and 
sing around the ceremonial beer 
ong people drink from. We also 
jave a nine-foot corpse that comes 
uit and shoots stage-blood out at the 
dience.” 
But this tour isn’t just about reap- 
ing a dark harvest for the underlord— 

‘s also a chance to promote the 
ombie Night in Canada compilation. 

even though this massive celebration 

Canadian rockabilly/psychobilly 

came out last summer (and a second 
one is already in the works), it’s taken 
while to organize a suitably wicked 
eup. And while Canada can’t com- 
pete with the full-on rockabilly 
enaissance currently taking place 
outh of the border and spawning 
massive festivals like last weekend’s 
ootenanny in California, things are 
definitely happening up here. 
ere’s a pretty good scene in Cana- 
da right now, actually,” Parkins says, 
and I think Zombie Night is a pretty 
good example of what’s going on that 
Way. There’s so many different takes 
on the genre. Because everybody’s so 
pread out geographically, nobody 
feally influences each other. Nobody 
eally gets a chance to see too many 
bands like themselves, so there’s a 
tally cool variation of styles.” © 


ZOMBIE NIGHT IN CANADA 

With the Matadors, the Deadcats and 
Raygun Cowboys « Sidetrack Café ® Fri, 
July 8 (8pm) 


‘Continued from page 45 


music: drummer problems. 

“One of our drummers passed 
away,” Skinner says, “and then we 
had trouble again with another, 
and it was just becoming a burden 
because we couldn’t accomplish 
anything with this rotating cast of 
drummers. After abandoning drum- 
mers altogether we started using a 


drum machine. It’s one of the best 
things to happen to us in terms of 
songwriting, because the drums are 
so simple—or as simple as you want 
them to be—and so you can really 
have that much more control over 
what you can do with the songs. 
Rather than have the drums really 
crazy and in and of themselves a 
large part of what is going in a 
song, they’re now more of the back- 
bone and the other stuff becomes 
the focus. 


the 


_ 


ro 


LOMONTON JOURNAL 


“People tell us we're living the 
dream,” he continues. “Drummers 
are notoriously crazy or off-the- 
wall. We're not anti-drummer, 
though; | just figured I could have 
much more control over the 
rhythm this way, and it worked out 
really well.” 

Only time will tell if the changes 
will work as well on the record as 
Skinner thinks, but the smart money 
is ON a warm reception. So what's 
next for No Hands? Skinner's still 


iS 


Nay 


dreaming of that coveted full-length 
recording, which finally seems 
attainable with a solidified lineup 
and a band that’s creating some 
setting down to work 

, as well as a lot 
ing and recording are p ; 
Skinner says. “I just want to be really 
prolific.” © 

NO HANDS CD RELEASE 

With the Last Deal and 

Sidetrack Café « 
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Featuring: 
RAY MANZAREK AND ROBBY KRIEGE 


ROF THE DOORS 


AND IAN ASTBURY. OF THE CULT” 


JULY 25 2005 - REXALL PLACE 


Tickets now on sale at all Ticketmaster outlets 
Charge by Phone 780-451-8000 or online www.ticketmaster.ca 
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“Little indie band 
that could” poised 
to release their 
first label-backed 
full-length 


By DAVID BERRY 
aybe we music journalists are 
just lazy, but when we talk 
about bands, we tend to focus 


on one, usually very small, part of 
their overall per 


Stahilo: still the Boss 


do an interview without someoy, 
pointing out how strange it is ¢),, 
they don’t use a guitar. And so it \,, 
for Vancouver acoustic-poppers §; 
bilo, who spent the early part of ;), 
decade trading on their name as ;}, 
little indie band that could. 

It’s a reputation that stemm 
largely from the success of “Ev: 
body,” a self-produced single ti, 
became one of the most-reques; ay 
rock songs on Vancouver radio bac) 
when they were still known as Sta}, 
lo Boss. That success was a major ; 
son why the foursome wa, 


i - nominated for ¢}, 
sona. If someone 2003 Canadiay 
were to write a Radio Music Away) 
story about the for Best New R 


Flaming Lips, for instance, they’d 
almost surely point out their pen- 
chant for atmospherics and off-kilter 
lyrics; Death From Above 1979 can’t 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 
GRAND PRIX 
EIMONTON 


EDITION 


SHANGHAI TOUR 


SUMMER) 
standard 


(www. wowest. cc, UK) 


SPiN. thursday 
t Pin Edition = july 14, 00) 


» alongside GU VERNMENT resident 


'Mark K OliV = (10pm - midnight) 
» (www.markoliver.ca TO CA) 


(midnight - close) 


estandard 


6107 - 104 st www.the-standard.ca 


Tickets $15 / More $$ at the door 
available - Ticketmaster, Foosh, Underground (WEM) and Colorblind 


event and ticket info: www.connectedent.com & www.the-standard.ca 
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AFRIKADEY! 2003 


Group, the only band on the list tha 

wasn’t backed by a major label. 
Predictably, the labels came 4 

knockin’ soon after, and in 2004 


Calgary, Aug. 9-14 


Perhaps Vasco Dagama the explorer knew where to find 
The intense Afrobeat sound of Akoya 

The relentless Juju drumming of Sir Shina Peters 

The conscious reggae of Yami Bolo 

The world beat fusion of Majek Fashek 

The township jive of Soul Brothers 

The progressive funky jazz of Roy Campbell 

The high energy soukous music of Annie Ebene 


The new groove of Kia Kadiri 


The samba sensation of Show Brazil 
The voluptous Afrocuban swing of Adonis Puente 


Or should we presume 
Afrikadey! A treasure chest 
of African roots rhythm to 
discover. Affordable 
entertainment for the 
whole family e 


Prince’s Island Park Aug. 13 & 14 4 


2-day pass $25 


Daily pass: Adults $15 Youth $12. 


ei 
/ 
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For more info call (430) 234-9110 or visit our website at 


www.afrikadey.com 
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ed Roni 

a tacks indie releas- 
arnered some pretty 

for the band, making a 
rock charts across the 
w, Stabilo is getting ready 
into the studio for their 
-backed full-length in 
marking the official end 
die band” guise. Lead 
stic guitarist Jesse 
ough, isn’t too worried 


about losing their indie aura; in fact, 


aes _he says, Stabilo has adjusted to life 


on a label, though it did take some 
getting used to. 

“There's a lot of pros and a lot of 
cons,” explains Dryfhout over the 
phone from Ontario, where the 
group recently finished a mini-tour. 
“One of the positive the things is 
definitely that we have so much 
more opportunity to record what we 
want to record, record who we want 
to record with and things like that. 
The attention that you get definitely 


helps every out, but at the same 
time, you’re not on your own sched- 
ule anymore, so you can’t always do 
exactly what you want. But you still 
have more opportunity to do more 
things, so it balances.” 


THE LACK OF CONTROL Dryfhout 
alludes to is a major reason why 
their followup to Cupid? hasn't 
appeared until now, a delay the band 
isn’t exactly thrilled about. But, 
Dryfhout explains, there are benefits 
to being pushed back too—namely 


the chance to work with the produc- 
er responsible for, among other 
things, Liz Phair’s Exile in Guyville. 
“It’s been quite a while since we 
put an album out,” Dryfhout says, 
“and things were sort of held off for 
various reasons that wouldn’t neces- 
sarily happen if we were still an inde- 
pendent band, but that’s not always 
a bad thing. We'll be going down to 
L.A. to record, which we couldn’t 
have before, and we're working with 
Brad od, which we're really look- 
ing forward to.... I don’t think we're 


—_ — 


nervous—I think we're all ready, and 
I actually think this will probably be 
a much better album. The last EP 
sort of just a bunch of stuff thr 
together, and we're proud of it, but I 
don’t think that it’s ne sarily 
exactly what we war to go o 
Not that we dislike it, of course 

it’s just not a full album. And this 
one will be.” © 


STABILO 
With Strada and Rake « Starlite Ro 


Fri, July 8 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


: GENERAL ADMISSION 3 
TICKETS ALSO AT THE DOOR WDA =" 


“ag 4.6 Bae As es ‘Sexub a 
ee 4 eG SR SA (Poialbive v 


He 


AUGUST 7 
REXALL PLACE —sazza 


SBEAR 
WWW. FOOFIGHTERS.COM GENERAL ADMISSION FLOOR / RESERVED STANDS 


PURCHASE TICKETS GMGEMG at hob.ca OR ticketmasterica 451-8000 


vueweeKity ED JULY 7-13, 2005 


ape 


FRIDAY JULY 


EARLY SHOW! DOORS 5:30 PM - ALL AGES 
ICKETMASTER.CA, BLACKBYRD, 
MEGATUWES. LISTEN, FREECLOUD, FS (WEM) 


weercwenncememesncone WANG 2° mrocksfand 


DpBETT 


MAKE 


with ARTS & CRAFTS recording artists 


STARLITE ROOM 


10030-102 ST 


TIEKETS © 
THEKETMBSTER.CA 
& MEGRTUNES 


NO MINORS 18 PLUS 
DOORS 8 PM 


YGIRLS 


GRAVES 


THE MOST SERENE REPUBLIC % 
FRACTAL PATTERN & SHAWN HEWITT 


SATURDAY AUGUST 13 


= STARLITEROOM 


TICKETS AT 


CHARGE-BY-PHONE 451-8000. 


0030-102 ST 


EDMONTON AB 


ticketmaster.ca 
MEGATUNES. BLACKBYRD. LISTEN. FS (WEM) © 16+ NO MINORS ¢ DOORS 8 PM 


‘wht! PRETTTGIASHEREGOAYES ( Wit! MATRDORREC ODS | 
Wesco Oh> Wa iNtOnevS CoM a 


VR ioc 


WUEWEEKLY &. 


Rockabilly man 
Ronnie Hayward 
turns over a new 
leaf with bebop 
“orkestrio” 


By STEVEN SANDOR 


ard, Vancouver's undisputed king 

of all things rockabilly, with six 
albums to his credit, wanted to 
branch out and do something com- 
pletely different. He wanted to play 
the kind of jazz that would invoke the 


F: just over a decade, Ronnie Hay- 


ent feel every time we play. Even the 
lyrics are improvised somewhat from 
show to show. The songs all have an 
amount of space to them, and the 
lyrics, as vague as they can be, are 
usually directed. So that allows us to 
include new things in the lyrics 
depending on what is happening in 
that place and time—or what isi''t 
happening.” 


THIS WILL BE the first time Hayward 
will be appearing outside Vancouver 
with this version of the Orkestrio 

and in true improv spirit, he’s totall} 
looking forward to not knowing what 
to expect. “There is something spe: ial 
about working with people who cai 


memory of the be creative within 
glory days of bebop the spirit of the 
and beatniks. “I was project that you ar 
always interested in all doing together, 


the jazz music of the 50s and 60s,” 
Hayward explains. “I always enjoyed 
the music of Sun Ra and the other 
improvised jazz of that time. And I 
had always wanted to do that. It was 
just a matter of finding a group of 
musicians I could do it with.” 

Enter Ronnie Artur, Hayward’s 
jazzy alter ego, and with his new 
record, Get This!, Hayward—er, 
Artur—hits the listener with cool 
basslines and lyrics that come off like 
an angry bohemian sassing off to 
anyone with a day job or life goals. 
But for those who have heard Artur 
and his Orkestrio on record, the live 
version promises to be much differ- 
ent. Depending on which musicians 
are available, his backing band ranges 


in size from night to night, from a- 


four-piece combo all the way to a 
mammoth eight-member ensemble. 
Artur will appear onstage as a part of 
a four-piece when he hits the Side- 
track stage next week with drums, 
steel guitar, trumpet and bass in tow. 
“It is very much an improvised 
thing,” says Hayward. “It’s a differ- 


he says. “You want to be able to work 
with people who can do creativ¢ 
things to your music. You need thc! 
Without it, you're kind of beat.” 

All the tracks on Get This! sav¢ 
for three were written by Hayward 
over the past 10 years while he tried 
to get his jazz project off the ground 
only the Edith Piaf classic “I Should 
n't Care” and two of Haywards ol¢ 
blues-country standards (“Meet Me 
Come By” and “Don’t Look Wit 
You Go”) were songs that Hayw® ard 
hadn't targeted for this project. ‘|! 
wanted to do this,” he says, “becavs 
this type of music is so free and ‘° 
different from the country, rock a4 
rockabilly I had done for years.” 

Hayward may be familia! ‘° 
Edmonton audiences as a play¢! ° 
some pretty hot rockabilly, but th!* 
time around, his Artur persona is 0!" 
to cool ities. Tabzriee,Al © 
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___ IN YOUR HONOR 
3. BLACK EYED PEAS 

| MONKEY BUSINESS 
| 4. OFFSPRING 

| GREATEST HITS 
‘5S WHITE STRIPES 
| GET BEHIND 


' MESMERIZE 

7. AUDIOSLAVE 
"OUT OF EXILE 

8. K-0S 

f JOYFUL REBELLION 
9. BACKSTREET BOYS 

NEVER GONE 

10. DEF LEPPARD 
- ROCK OF AGES 


7. HITCH 
2. THE PACIFIER 
3. THE SOPRANOS: 

SEASON 5 
4. REN & STIMPY: 
SEAS 3 & A HALFISH 
5. SEINFELD: 
SEASON 4 
6. WWE: 
WRESTLEMANIA XXI 
7. DIDO: 
LIVE AT BRIXTON 
8. DAILY SHOW: 


MICHELLE SHOCKED 
DON'T ASK DON'T TELL 
(MIGHTY SOUND) 
= Se ee 
The first thing you hear on Michelle 
Shocked’s new album is the sound of 
glass breaking, followed by the band 
kicking into the jazzy groove of “Early 
Morning Saturday”; the shattered 
sound is the perfect opening for what 
Shocked has described as “The Divorce 
Album.” The songs on Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell chronicle the breakdown of the 
singer’s marriage, but they do so with- 
out simply wallowing in the pain. Oh, 
there’s plenty of hurt, but it’s all fil- 
tered through a set of tunes that pull 
you in with their addictive hooks while 
the band provides musical therapy. 
Shocked covers plenty of territory 
here, from the chugging rock of “How 
You Play the Game” to the Texas bor- 
der sounds of “Evacuation Route” to 
the punked-up “Hi Skool.” “Don’t Ask” 
reminds me of the kind of boozy, late- 
night storytelling that Bruce Spring- 
steen and the E Street Band used to 


EVERY FRIDAY... 


engage in during their mid-'70s live 
shows, but Shocked doesn’t sound like 
she’s copping the style; rather, it’s 
more about the mood, and she and 
her band capture it beautifully. The 
same goes for the electric blues of 
“Used Car Lot.” So often, when con- 
temporary musicians tackle the blues, 
it sounds as though they’re merely 
doing it to establish a little credibility. 
Not so here. Shocked’s band grapples 
with the music, wrestles it to the 
ground and make it their own. 

Don't Ask is the kind of breakup 
album that you want to hear again 
and again. It’s not easy, but it lets you 
feel the emotions that Shocked is 
singing about, rather than smothering 
them beneath some slick production. 


Fete te te —Epen Munro 


THE WHITE STRIPES 

GET BEHIND ME SATAN 

(V2) 
SS SEE 
You know, | never thought I’d hear 
anyone Say this, let alone me, but... 


DJS BLUE JAY AND TRAVY D 
SPINNING INDIE ROCK, NEW 
WAVE, BRIT POP & 60'S SOUL 


NO COVER BEFORE 10pm 
$5 COVER 10pm TO CLOSE 


www.modclub.com 
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Jack White really needs to indulge him- 
self more, because this album, with all 
its influences from Southern blues to 
Caribbean flavours, is really held back 
by one thing: Jack's apparent need to 
cling tightly to his garage-rock roots. 

Really, if he’d just let himself go 
full-on into his quirks—drop the gui- 
tar/drums thing entirely, maybe hire 
himself a big brass band, hell, start 
playing the keyboard—the White 
Stripes’ albums would instantly get a 
lot more interesting. Not that Get 
Behind Me Satan is bad in any way; it’s 
just restrained, representing the far- 
thest one could venture away from 
rock while still qualifying as a rock 
album. It seems like there should be 
more here: the Stripes toss in some of 
the best rock piano ever on tracks like 
“My Doorbell” and “The Denial 
Twist,” and the percussion experi- 
ment, from the strains of marimbas 
and tambourine to the almost 
arrhythmic crashing on “The Nurse,” 
could lead to some interesting stuff in 
the future—but none of it feels like it 
was run at full-tilt. That said, maybe 
this album is just a stepping stone, a 
half-painted road sign that tells of 
wondrous things to come. *% tr ¥ 
—Davip BERRY 


WOLF PARADE 

WOLF PARADE 

(SUB POP) 

—————S a 
It all rings very familiar: another indie- 
rock band from Montreal garners a 
devoted following and online Pitch- 
fork-type buzz on the strength of 
tours with Uber-hip artists (in this 


e 
ist= 
recordsacds 


illinois 


ifan steven 


top 10 sellers 


case, the Arcade Fire and \, 
Mouse), and its affiliation with the 
of Montreal. And even if such 
tion to Wolf Parade’s self-titj.y 
(their first release on Sub Pop be 
this fall, when the label drop; ,, 
hotly anticipated full-length Apo) 
to the Queen Mary, which Time «1 
the most anticipated release oj 
is a mite unfairly dismissive, one , 
help feeling the four tracks on y 
are singing the same old song. 
Besides the now-de rigueur «i 
beats and keyboards, Dan Boeck; 
vocals seem unplaceably familiar— 
sometimes reminiscent of a more « 
tionally attuned Beck, but more o 
Modest Mouse's perpetually all-cho! 
up Isaac Brock (no surprise, conside 
longtime Wolf Parade fan Brock 
duced two of the EP’s four tracks) 
The opening song, “Shing 
Light,” shoots off like elastic bay 
setting a broken-down-mechanic: 
momentum that doesn’t let up 
the final tune, “Lousy Pictures,” wi 
Boeckner’s emotionally strained ci 
sound as though they’re struggling. 
air against the organ and drun 
Which is to say there’s still somethi 
there that'll keep you listening—ev 
if you could swear this record’s ind 
pop melodies have all been he: 
before. Hee #e¥ —Leay Coun 


JON-RAE AND THE RIVER 

OLD SONGS FOR THE NEW TOWN 
(PERMAFROST) 
[ss 
There’s a black spot on my soul. | 
something evil and it’s getting biay 
But it’s not alone. There’s some 90 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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10. THE AVIATOR 


06. gimme fiction spoon 

07. multiples keith fullerton whilman 

08. another day on earth brian eno 

09. fa foret xiu xiu a 
10. in case we die architecture in helsinki 


01. illinois suffan stevens 

02. roughing it in the bush no hands 
03. s/t whitey houston 

04. a river ain't too much to love smog 
05. everything ecstatic four tet 
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here somewhere and, while it 
be a losing battle, it’s not giving 
jthout a fight. At least, that’s how 
after listening to Old Songs for the 
Jown from Jon-Rae and the River. 
ibum has the feel of a traveling 
|, with Jon-Rae Fletcher playing 
sle of the preacher who’s all brim- 
and fire, scaring us with his dark 
ind then letting in a sliver of light 
song of hope. 

he music sounds like it was 
Hed live to a tapedeck, capturing 
that too often gets sterilized in 
ording studio. Fletcher's voice 
s to reach the notes, but the 
jans push him just over the rise 
their ragtag sounds, creating a 
drous cacophony. Despite the 
hadow hanging overhead, how- 
the album is not mired in 
apable dread. There is a balance 
he disc: “Prayer to God” is a mur- 
ballad, while “Come Back to Me” 
plea for love that builds into an 
lost spiritual singalong. There's a 
h of humour as well: “Happy 
” is a tale of the frustration that 
es with trying to find redemption. 
gs end on a particularly strong 
with the simple sentiment of the 
ustic “Goodbye,” which melds 
lessly into the propulsive “Nickel 
lime/Waste of Time.” Good and evil 
e never sounded so good. 
teow —Epen Munro 


Dancey-pants goodness! 
Hope they meant to be funny 
Because | sniggered 
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Minotaur Shock 


CARDINAL 
CARDINAL 
(WISHING TREE) 


a 
Maybe it’s because there's just so much 
music journalism out there, and so 
many critics championing bands you'll 
never hear, that Cardinal has decided 
to reissue their one and only 1994 
album with a bunch of bonus tracks. 
The sticker on the CD says it all: “The 
21-track deluxe re-issue of the classic 
Cardinal album fronted by under- 
ground rock favourites Richard Davies 
and Eric Matthews.” Basically, this 
album got a few decent reviews back 
in the day, and because some scenester 
back then thought that this duo was 
the cat’s ass, some label has decided to 
reissue it, hailing the band’s seminal 
importance to the world of rock. 

Yes, it's decent guitar pop; Richard 
Davies is no doubt a good songwriter, 
and the swells of orchestral strings are a 
nice touch. But is it worthy of a reissue? | 
guess it’s nice for Davies and Matthews 
to have their work remembered, but to 
apply the term “classic” to it, even in the 
broadest sense of the word, is more than 
a little misguided. Maybe, back in the 
mid-'90s, you could have sold me on 
Pavement recording “classic” under- 
ground albums. But someone has to 
learn that just because Spin gave your 
record a green light back in the day, it 
doesn’t mean you get your star on the 


Maritime 
(4AD) 
Organic beatbox 


Walk of Fame, or that you're worthy of a 
reissue with 11 bonus tracks and exten- 
sive liner notes. #e¥e¥ —Steven SANDOR 


MELODIUM 
LA TETE QUI FLOTTE 
(AUTRES DIRECTIONS IN MUSIC) 
ee a a 
Do you like Air? No, not, like, the kind 
you breathe; everyone likes that. You 
know, the kind that comes from 
France, and creates wacky, melodic 
soundscapes and songs for Sofia Cop- 
pola movies? If you dig the side of Air 
that’s all about experimental audio 
shenanigans, then you'll probably dig 
fellow Frenchman Melodium, whose 
sound is sort of a mix of spacey, glitchy 
electronic elements, odd found-sounds 
and English lyrics spoken in thick 
French accents. Sure, it’s great music 
to chill out to, but I’m not sure if it’s 
much more than aural brain candy, 
whose sugar rush will wear off quickly, 
leaving very little nourishment behind. 
The main problem with La Téte Qui 
Flotte is that it may be too experimental 
and creative. The layers and textures are 
lovely, and the chopped-up and looped 
samples are interesting, but the whole 
thing gets a bit tiresome after a few lis- 
tens and the novelty of Melodium’s 
sounds wears off. That doesn’t mean it’s 
not good—just that it might not be able 
to hold your attention beyond the first 
few spins. eve vr Iain IuicH 
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Seeks schizophrenic pop for 


Mutual pleasure 


Indigo Girls 
Rarities 


(Epic) 

NO NO NO NO NO! 
Keep your lesbian mitts off 
My sacred Clash songs 


Twisted Sister 


Live at Wacken (The Reunion) 


(Eagle Vision) 


All the old “classics” 


Played by wrinkled old dudes with 
Great big man-boobies * 


+ Note: Unfortunately, a more in-depth review of this album 
cannot be given at this time, as less than two minutes into 


ing the interior of my 


the first song, the disc exploded into a thousand pieces, fill 
computer with tiny fragments and sit- 


ver dust, not unlike the crap that flew into the air every time 
the drummer hit his snare drum in the “We’re Not Gonna 


Take It” video. Circle of life, blah blah blah. 


Thursday, July 7.05 


the pindolls, sinclair, the calm before, 
secluded, bricktop, sun of man, the night life 


Sunday, July 10.05 


radio For help, never after, a world asleep, 
helden, passado, mervyn albin 


Monday, July 11.05 __ 


rake, puppett, crystal kid, six gun, shegalla, 
modern day genocide, sunset trip 


Wednesday, July 13.05 


longway down, aftertaste, dead ring, exit 303, 


whitemud drive, beneath the remains, F'n'it 


check out all the details at www.thesoundradio.com 


west edmonton mall 
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Sabah story 


Cross-cultural Arab- 
Canuck romance is 
My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding in hijabs 


By COLLEEN ADDISON 


abah (Arsinée Khanjian), a 40- 
Gierst Arab woman living in 

oronto, is taking a break from 
her draining day job doting on her 
aged mother (Setta Keshishian) and 
decides to sneak into a nearby 
swimming pool. There, she spots 
Stephen (Shawn Doyle), his white 
skin gleaming sexily in a bright 


GRIGG presents 


bathing suit. An exchange of towels, 
a shy smile or two and Western 
Stephen is instantly smitten, the 
two giggling together despite Mus- 
lim mishaps over Sabah’s favourite 
dish of overly ketchuped fries... 
Yep, it’s My Big Fat Greek Wedding all 
done up in hijabs. But it is fun, if a 
little repetitive, to see Sabah, a new 
Canadian film written and directed 
by Ruba Nadda, and its take on the 
culture clash-bash, complete with 
belly-dancing and burgqas. 

And the side characters are cer- 
tainly a distinct improvement. 
Instead of caricatures spouting false 
Greek accents, there’s Sabah’s con- 
trolling eldest brother Majid (Jeff 
Seymour), so exhausted from the 
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“A marvelous film!” 
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stress of his self-appointed position 
as family provider that he can’t see 
his assistance isn’t wanted. (Though 
the ending—“Would you mind look- 
ing over these accounts for me, 
Sabah?” “My pleasure, Majid.”— 
groaningly pat.) Sabah's niece 
Souhaire (Fadia Nadda) is another 
highlight, showing her hair and 
shaking sequined dresses as a Mod- 
ern Arab Woman, only to fall for 
Muslim Mustapha (David Alpay), 
earmarked by Majid to be her hus- 
band. It’s interesting, too, that 
Sabah’s family has already begun to 
“bend the rules,” as Sabah informs 
Stephen. When Sabah’s sister Sha- 
heera (Roula Said) leaves the dinner 
table for her evening prayers, the 
other women are admiring, but no 
one else stops eating. 

But the Arab culture depicted in 
the film is far from the immovable 
monde of post-9/11 propaganda, 
where women are veiled and vilified 
until they're lower than bugs. Sure, 
it’s not all freedom and fireworks for 
Sabah and her sisters. Sabah’s scarf 
carefully protects her hair from view, 
lest it inflame a passing man with 
lust. But at the end, when Sabah et 
al. are dancing, it’s a view of Arab 
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MAD HOT BALLROOM 
Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:10pm 
Sat & Sun Matinees @ 2:00 pm 
°Ge 


women together that we rarely see 
on the nightly National. 


ON THE OTHER HAND, where is 
CBC's Arabia? Okay, talk of jihads 
doesn’t exactly go with the Romeo 
and Juliet romance that is Sabah, but 
still. I’m not asking to see full-out 
camel-riding kamikaze fighters, but a 
few war-wise hints wouldn’t go 
amiss. When Sabah speaks of Syria 
as her former home, the images that 
come to mind are hardly love and 


Z 


mint tea beside the mosques. The 
new perspective is nice, but the for- 
mer one shouldn't be ignored. 

Plus, there’s Stephen's utter lack 
of familial ties, bizarre in the face of 
Sabah’s continued mom-worries. 
Sabah has to square things with her 
mother and siblings before she'll ever 
be happy, but Stephen’s folks don’t 
even get an e-mail. Nor do their 
names ever cross the man’s lips: “I 
hail from Sudbury” is his only nod to 
that nasty background business. 
Now, I know that roots and rellies are 
key in the Muslim world, and it’s 
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also true that masses of ons¢ 
characters get a bit tiring. But 
not to say that we in the West’ 
fully-formed from our fathers’ h: 

But then again, nothing at 
visible of us chesterfield-sit; 
snowshoe-wearing, mickey-drin 
Canucks. All those water-pipes 
nothing Canadian to balance it 
The film is set in Toronto, 
wouldn’t it have been fun t¢ 
Sabah riding a Ski-Doo? Or dribi) 
maple syrup over her Aji) 
makroud cookies? Instead, Steph 
only concession to the Canad 
lifestyle is opera-watching : 
drinking a glass or two of red w 
He could be Italian. Canada ( 
have a culture, but you'd 1x 
think it from watching Sabah 

All in all, though, Sabah is px 
fun, a happy cross-cultural roma 
that does what it’s supposed to. 
doesn’t make you think too nu 
And really, My Big Fat Greek Wei 
wasn’t a bad movie. Why not se 
again, Arab-style? © 


SAB 

Written and directed by Ruba Nadi 
Starring Arsinée Khanjian, Shawn 0: 
and Setta Keshishian © Opens Fri, |v 
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ynnelly—why , 

ent housing? In House of Sand and Fog, she was an alcoholic home- 
ound up homeless after neglecting to pay her back taxes, in the 
Dark Water (a remake of Ringu ringmaster Hideo Nakata’s recent J-horror 


vho moves into a new apartn 


ith her young daugh- 
Jalls and ceiling start oozing a malevolent inky fluid, in 

smashed to pieces by her irradiated boyfriend and in A Beau- 
he played a woman \ 


the 
hose schizophrenic husband secretly converted 
1 little newspaper-filled crazyhouse. Okay, maybe 
) weren't a problem with Connelly’s houses so much as they were a 


yard shed into his ow 


her future 
int to invest in some home insurance before fully com- 
veir relationship ‘ 


eakness for mentally unstable lovers, but even so 


en partners may 
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THIS WE'S 
| NLL) EW MOVIES 


iddy Nicolai Cleve Broch, Aksel Hennie and Anders Baasmo Christiansen star in 
rector Morten Tyldum’s heartwarming comedy about an unemployed billboard 
anger who achieves unwelcome fame and notoriety when his quirky video 

liaries fall into the hands of an amoral reality-TV producer. In Norwegian with 
inglish subtitles. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Wed, July 13 (7pm) 


Water Jennifer Connelly, John C. Reilly, Tim Roth and Dougray Scott star in 
fhe Motorcycle Diaries director Walter Salles’s soggy supernatural thriller about a 
ewly divorced woman who moves with her young daughter into a new apart- 
ent Where she is plagued by mysterious noises, leaking walls and bizarre visions. 
ased on the novel by Ringu novelist Koji Suzuki and the film by Ringu director 
Hideo Nakata. 


fantastic Four Michael Chiklis, loan Gruffudd, Jessica Alba, Chris Evans and 
lian McMahon star in Barbershop director Tim Story’s film version of the Marvel 
omic book about a team of astronauts who acquire extraordinary superpowers 
ifter being zapped by cosmic rays, and who must use them to defeat the evil 
ans of the archvillain Dr. Doom. 


fa Gunner Palace Directors Mike Tucker and Petra Epperlein's documentary, 
ie shot in 2003, in which a group of American soldiers share their candid opin- 
WS ions about military life and the invasion of Iraq while occupying the 
ombed-out Baghdad palace of Uday Hussein. Read Brian Gibson’s article on 

lage 7. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Mon, July 8-11 (9pm) 


a) Kiss Me Kate Howard Keel, Kathryn Grayson and Ann Miller star in Show 
ine Boat director George Sidney's rousing 1953 film version of Cole Porter's clas- 
INN sic Broadway musical about a pair of husband-and-wife stage stars who bick- 
r offstage as well as onstage during a tumultuous performance of a musical 

ion of Shakespeare's The Taming of the Shrew. Provincial Museum Auditorium 

02 Ave and 128 St); Mon, July 11 (8pm) 


Raiders of the Lost Ark Harrison Ford and Karen Allen star in Steven 

Pr Spielberg’s 1981 blockbuster in which globe-hopping archaeologist Indiana 
aU jones braves snakes, scimitars and gigantic boulders as he tries to prevent 

© Ark of the Covenant from falling into the hands of the Nazis. Screening with 
local writer/director Kern Goretzky’s short film Lucid Dream. Zeidler Hall, The 
itadel; Thu, July 7 (7pm) 


bah Arsinée Khanjian, Shawn Doyle and Fadia Nadda star in writer/director 
luba-Nadda’s cross-cultural romance about a 40-year-old Arab woman living in 
oronto who risks alienating her family when she embarks on a whirlwind 
fomance with a white man. Read Colleen Addison’s review on page 54. 


Turtles Can Fly Olivier Gourmet, Morgan Marinne and Soran Ebrahim star 
Srl in A Time for Drunken Horses director Bahman Ghobadi’s humanitarian drama 
Has about three young orphans who arrive in a village in Iraqi Kurdistan where 
the inhabitants are desperate for news about the impending arrival of the invad- 
ing American army. In Kurdish with English subtitles, Read Josef Braun’s review on 
lage 56. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Mon, July 8-11 (7pm) 
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Showtimes for Friday, June 31 to Thursday, July 4 


Allshowtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 


Movies 12: 130 Ave, 50 St, 472-9779 
Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-5481_ 


SIN CITY IR gory violence throughout) Cinema City 
12: Daily 11:15 1:45 4:25 7:00 9:45 Fri-Sat late show 
12:15 Movies 12: 11:10 1:35 4:25 7:10 9:55 Fri-Sat 
fate show 12:15 


SAHARA (PG violence) Cinema City 12: Daily 11:05 
1:35 4:15 7:05 9:50 Fri-Sat late snow 12:20 Movies 
12: 10:55 1:30 4:20 7:05 9:50 Fri-Sat late show 12:15 
KICKING AND SCREAMING (PG) Cinema City 12: 
Dally 11:20 1:30 4:30 7:00 9:20 Fri Sat late show 
11:30 Movies 12: Daily 11:25 1.50 4:50 7:00 9:40 Fri 
Sat late show 11:50 

THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG) 
Cinema City 12: Daily 11:45 2:00 4:35 7:15 9:30 Fri 
Sat late show 11:50 Movies 12: Dally 11°35 1:55 4:30 
6:55 9:35 Sat late show 11:45 

MONSTER-IN-LAW (PG, coarse language, not recom: 
mended for children) Cinema City 12: Daily 11:30 
4:20 7:30 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:00 Movies 12: 
Daily 11:30 1:45 4:35 7:15 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:05 
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN (14A gory vio’ 8) Cinema 
City 12: Daily 12:55 3:45 6:40 9:35 Movies 12: Daily 
12:50 3:45 6:40 9:35 

PAHELI (STC) Cinema City 12: Daily 1:05 6:45 9:40 
XXX: STATE OF THE UNION (144A) Movies 12: Daily 
11:05 1:40 4:40 7:30 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:10 
UNLEASHED (184, brutal violence) Cinema City 12: 
Dally 11:50 2:10 4:45 7:35 10:00 Fri Sat late show 
12:10 Movies 12: Daily 11:20 145 4:45 7:40 10:05 
Fri Sat late show 12:20 

THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (184, gory violence, dis 
turbing content) Cinema City 12: Daily 11:55 2:05 4:40 
7.40 10:05 Fri Sat late show 12:05 Movies 12: Daily 
11:15 2:00 5:00 7:25 10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:00 
GUESS WHO (PG, coarse language) Cinema City 
12: Daily 11:25 1:40 4:10 7:25 9:45 Fri Sat late show 
11:55 Movies 12: Dally 11:40 2:05 4:55 7:20 9:35 Fri 
Sat late show 11:55 


ROBOTS (G) Cinerna City 12: Daily 11:10 1:10 3:10 
5:10 7:10 9:15 Fri Sat late show 11:25 Movies 12: Daily 
11:00 1:10 3:05 5:05 7:05 9:15 Fri Sat late show 11:30 


THE PACIFIER (PG) Cinema City 12: Dally 11:35 
1:50 4:15 7:20 9:25 Fri Sat |ate show 11:35 Movies 
12: Daily 10:50 1:05 3:15 5:15 7:15 9:20 Fri Sat late 
show 11:35 


CITY CENTRE 
10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 


FANTASTIC FOUR (PG, not recommended for young 
children, no passes) Daily 12:30 1:00 3:20 4:00 6:30 
7,00 9:15 9:55 


DARK WATER (144, frightening scenes) Daily 1:25 
4:25 7:20 10:10 


WAR OF THE WORLDS (14A. frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children, no passes) Daily 
12:45 1:15 3:50 4:15 6:45 7:15 9:45 10:15 


BEWITCHED (PG) Daily 1:30 4:10 6:50 9:25 
LAND OF THE DEAD (18A, gory scenes,coarse lan- 
guage) Daily 7:30 10:00 


BATMAN BEGINS (PG, frightening scenes, not rec 
ommended for young children, no passes) Dally 12:15 
3:30 6:40 9:50 

MR. AND MRS. SMITH (14A, violence) Fri-Wed 12:50 
3:45 7:10 10:20 Thu 12:50 3:45 10:20 
MADAGASCAR (G) Daily 12:00 2:15 4:30 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
FANTASTIC FOUR (PG, not recommended for young 
children, no passes) Daily 1:50 4:20 6:50 9:30 
DARK WATER (14A, frightening scenes) Daily 1:40 
4:30 7:15 9:50 
REBOUND (G) Daily 2:00 4:10 
WAR OF THE WORLDS (14/, frightening scenes. not 
recommended for young children, no passes) Daily 
12:40 1:30 3:30 4:15 6:30 7:10 9:10, 10:00 
BEWITCHED (PG) Daily 1:20.3:40 7:00 9:20 
LAND OF THE DEAD (184, gory scenes,coarse lan 
guage) Daily 10:05 
HERBIE: FULLY LOADED (G) Daily 7:05 9:40 
BATMAN BEGINS (PG, frightening scenes, not recom- 
mended for young children) Daily 12:50 3:50 6:45 9:45 
MR. AND MAS. SMITH (144. violence) Dally 1:05 
3:45 6:40 9:25 
MADAGASCAR (G) Daily 1:00 3:00 5:00 7:20 
THE LONGEST YARD (144A. coarse language) Dally 
2:10 5:15 7:45 10:10 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
FANTASTIC FOUR (PG, not recommended for young 

children, no passes) Daily 1:00 4:00 7:00 9;30 

DARK WATER (14A, frightening scenes) Daily 1:20 
4:30 7:40 10:30 

WAR OF THE WORLDS (14A, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young childran, no passes) Daily 
12:30 1:30 3:20 4:20°%:45 7:15 9:45 10:15 


BEWITCHED (PG) Fri-Tue, Thu 1-10 4:10 7:30 10:20 
Wed 1:10 4:10 10:20 


HERBIE: FULLY LOADED (G) Day 12:50 3:50 720 9:40 
BATMAN BEGINS (PS, Irightening « eS 


ommended for young children, no pas 
3:10 6:50 10:00 


MR. AND MRS. SMITH (144. violence) Dally 12:40 
3:40 7:10 10:10 


STAR WARS: EPISODE III-REVENGE OF THE SITH 
(PG, not recommended for young children) Daily 12:10 
3:30 6:40 9:50 


MADAGASCAR (G) Daily 12:20 3:00 6:30 9:20 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 


MAD HOT BALLROOM (6) Daily 7:00 9:10 Sa 
2:00 


GATEWAY 8 


2950 Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
WAR OF THE WORLDS (1 
recommended {c 9 chil 
1:25 3:40 4:15 7:00 7:30 9:45 10:15 


THE SISTERHOOD OF THE TRAVELING PANTS 
(PG) 1:15 3:55 7:10 9:50 


not rec. 
s) Daily 12:00 


frightening s 


CRASH (14A, frequent coarse language, mature 
theme) 1:20 4:05 7:20 9:55 
THE HONEYMOONERS (PG) Fri, Sat, Mon-Thu 1:05 


3:30 6:30 Sun 1:05 6:30 
LORDS OF DOGTOWN (14) 1:00 4:00 7:05 10:00 


THE INTERPRETER (14A) 12:45 3:45 6:45 9:30 
HOWL'S MOVING CASTLE (PG) 12:55 3:35 6:50 9:25 
GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert, 
458-9822 


DARK WATER (14A. Frightening scenes) 11:10 1:20 
3:25 5:30 7:40 9:45 

HERBIE FULLY LOADED (G) 11:30 1:30 5:30 7:30 
BEWITCHED (PG) 3:30 9:30 

WAR OF THE WORLDS (144A, frightening scenes) 
12:40 2:55 5:15 7:30 9:50 

MADAGASCAR (G) 11:15 1:15 3:15 5:15 7:15 
BATMAN BEGINS (PG, frightening scenes, not 
mended for young children) 9:15 

FANTASTIC FOUR (PG, not recommended for young 
children) 11:00 1:10 3:30 7:25 9:35 


_ 4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
FANTASTIC FOUR (PG, no! recommended for young 
children) Daily 1:10 3:30 7:05 9:30 


LAND OF THE DEAD (184, gory scenes, coarse lan 
guage) Nightly 9:10 


MADAGASCAR (6) Nightly 9:10 


WAR OF THE WORLDS (144 frightening soenes, not rex 
ommended fer young children) Daily 1:05 3:35 7:10 9:35 


THE ADVENTURES OF SHARK BOY AND LAVA 
GIRLIN 3D (G) Daily 1-00 3:20 7:00 


THE SISTERHOOD OF THE TRAVELING PANTS 
(PG) Nightly 7:00 9:25 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 


LUCID DREAM with RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK 
(STC) Thu only 7:00 


TURTLES CAN FLY (STG) Fri-Mon 7:00 
GUNNER PALACE (STC) Fri-Mon 9:00 


PS NEWWEST MALLS 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 


SIN CITY (R, gory violence throughout) Fri-Sun 1:30 
4:00 6:40 9:20 Mon-Thu 4:00 6:40 9:20 
KICKING AND SCREAMING (PG) Fri-Sun 1:45 4:40 


6:50 9:00 Mon-Thu 4:40 6:50 9:00 


THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:35 4:10 7:00 9:35 Mon-Thu 4:10 7:00 9:35 


KINGDOM OF HEAVEN (144A, gory violence) Fri-Sun 
2:20 6:30 9:30 Mon-Thu 6:30 9:30 


MINDHUNTERS (184, gory viol 


HOUSE OF WAX (158A, gory 
4:15 7:30 9:50 Mon-Thu 4:15 


XXX: STATE OF THE UNION (14A) Daily 9:10 
A LOT LIKE LOVE (PG, sexually suggestive sce 


not recommended for children) Fri-Sun 2:10 4:56 
Mon-Thu 4:50 7:25 . 
ROBOTS (G) Fri-Sun 2:00 4:20 7:10 Mon-Thu 4:20 7:10 
UNLEASHED (184A, brutal violanoe) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:30 


7:20 9;40 Mon-Thu 4:30 7:20 9:40 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231-1397 Ave, 732-2296 
FANTASTIC FOUR (PG, not recommended for young 
children, no passes) Daily 12:20 1:40 2:50 4:15 §:20 
6:50 8:00 9:20 10:35 
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DARK WATER (148, frighten 
4:50 7:35 10:05 

REBOUND (6) Daily 12:10 2:15 4:2 
WAR OF THE WORLDS 
recommended for young children, no 
1:00 1:45 2:40 3:45 4:30 5:20 6:40 7 
BEWITCHED (PG) Daily 1:30 4:1¢ 
HERBIE: FULLY LOADED (G) Daily 


BATMAN BEGINS (PG. frightening 
ommended for young children, no p 
4:00 7:20 10:20 


MR. AND MAS. SMITH (144, vi 
Thu 1:50 4:40 6:30 7-20 9:15 
7:30 9:15 10:15 


STAR WARS: EPISODE III-REVENGE OF THE SITH 
Gh commended for young children) Daily 12:40 
3:50 7:10 10:10 


MADAGASCAR (6) Daily 


THE LONGEST YARD (144 
10 5:00 7:50 10;25 


10937-82 Ave, 433-0725 
LADIES IN LAVENDER (PG 
SABAH (P 


ERCITY WEST EDMONTON MAL! 


WEM, 8852-170 St. 444-2400 
WAR OF THE WORLDS (1 


recommended for young ct 


FANTASTIC FOUR 
No passes) 1:15 1:45 
BATMAN BEGINS (PG, fr 
ommended for young 


12:55 3:15 3:5: 


dren, no pi 
DARK WATER (14A, frightening scenes 
1:00 3:50 7:35 10:35 FAMOUS BABIES 
MADAGASCAR (G) 11:45 2:00 4:30 7 
MR. & MRS. SMITH (144 violence} 12:50 4 


BEWITCHED (PG) 1:2 9 
HERBIE: FULLY LOADED (G) Fri-Sun, Tue-Tr 
$:15 7:30 Mon 1:20 4:1 
STAR WARS: EPISODE Ill REVENGE OF THE SITH 
(PG, ommeded f 12 

6:50 10:10 


THE LONGEST YARD (144A, coarse 
3:40 7:25 10:20 


not re young children) 


language, 12:40 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


children, no pa’ 
4:45 5:20 6:5( 
DARK WATER (144 
1:45 3:15 4:15 5:40 


REBOUND (G) Daily 1:40 4:00 
BEWITCHED (PG) Daily 1:20 3:50 6:45 9:20 
LAND OF THE DEAD (138A, gory 

quage) Daily 5:30 8:00 10:40 

HERBIE: FULLY LOADED (G) Daily 1:10 5:40 


THE PERFECT MAN (G) Daily 12 
BATMAN BEGINS (PG, frightening 
css iz 


y ] 
1:15 3:30 4:30 6:45 7:4 


MR. AND MRS. SMITH (144 
30 9:15 10:10 


4:20 6:30 
CINDERELLA MAN (PG. 
42:10 3:20 9:50 
STAR WARS: EPISODE III-REVENGE OF THE SITH 
(PG, not recommended for young children) Daily 12:50 
4:10 7:15 10:15 

THE LONGEST YARD 
& Tue-Thu 2:10 4:40 


MADAGASCAR (G) Daily 


| _WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 
FANTASTIC FOUR (PG, not 


dren, n 
WAR OF THE WORLDS (1 
recommended for young ch 
4:00 7:00 9:4C 

BATMAN BEGINS 
Jed for your 


table for young c 
) 10:00 


as) 1:1 


mime 


MR. & MRS. SMITH (144 
9. 


| ___WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


(1) 780-352-3922 
FANTASTIC FOUR (P 
children) Daily 1:10 3: 
MADAGASCAR (6G) Daily 1:00 S 
WAR OF THE WORLDS (144 fngh 


recommended for young children) Dai 


mended fo 


CINDERELLA MAN (PG) Nightly 6:50 9:35 
THE SISTERHOOD OF THE TRAVELING PANTS 


(PG) Daily 1:00 9:25 7:00'9:25 


Turtles Can Fly 
mines Kurdish 
refugee camp setting 
for perseverance, 

_ not pity 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


aimed children eagerly scav- 
enge hillsides for mines, 
crowds of rural Muslims watch 


Western music videos and wait in 
desperate anticipation for the mira- 


cle of an American invasion, a pre- 
teen rides a flamboyantly decorated 
bicycle through an utterly impover- 
ished refugee camp, an armless boy 
dismantles a landmine with his 
mouth, a very young mother is anx- 
ious to see her infant child meet a 
swift death, an artillery graveyard 
full of empty shell casings holds 
within it the tranquillity of a bucol- 
ic lumberyard, and everywhere the 
camera takes us, little kids and 
teenagers have taken control of the 
social order while adults look on 
helplessly. 

One of the most unnerving ele- 


Surviving 
heavy shelling 


ments of Bahman Ghobadi’s Turtles 
Can Fly is the manner in which 
each aspect of its milieu seems 
incongruous when you see it inter- 
mingling with the whole, the way 


narratives and characters ripped right 
out of contemporary life seem alle- 
gorical, and the way the expectations 
we bring regarding what a film can 
tell us about turmoil in the Middle 
East are turned on their head by the 
mere fact that Ghobadi is an Iranian- 


~ Kurdish filmmaker working without 


any clear political agenda. Or at least, 
any agenda outside of reflecting back 
to us aspects of reality that, when 
they're acknowledged at all, are gen- 
erally relegated to the margins of 
mainstream news coverage. 

Turtles Can Fly takes place in the 
ramshackle Kurdish camps along the 
northern enclaves of Iraq as the 
country awaits the arrival of their 
ostensible liberators. No one seems 
to be in charge anywhere, no adult 
anyway, but a very confident, bossy, 
talented and bespectacled 13-year- 
old who calls himself Satellite (Soran 
Ebrahim) has managed to organize 
work gangs of children to collect 
undetonated landmines for resale. 
He's also facilitated the reception of 
foreign television broadcasts so that 
the community’s baffled elders can 
look on in the vain hope for updates 
on the increasingly tense interna- 
tional situation. No one speaks or 
understands much English, though 
Satellite gives it a shot. Watching 
coverage of the buildup on CNN, he 
tells the others, “It’s going to rain.” 


THE CHILDREN OF Turtles Can Fly 
are essentially abandoned, but nei- 
ther they nor Ghobadi are soliciting 
pity from anyone. Short memories 
make for greater adaptability amidst 
such chaos, though at least one of 
Ghobadi’s underage protagonists has 
already built up enough bad memo- 
ries for a lifetime, memories that 
have infected her with a destructive 
impulse that terrifies her siblings but 
seems to endear her to Satellite, who 
makes multiple gestures to woo her 


near-constant cal; 
duty. “I have been looking for a gi 
like you for many years,” he te|js 
before stripping down to his tight 
-whities to catch her a fish in 
murky pond. Whether monitor} 
the madness of the camps or capty 
ing all-too-fleeting moment; 
mirth, Ghobadi is consistently—,, 
crucially—sober in his approach 
the material at hand, using the s,y, 
level gaze he displayed in A Tin fi 
Drunken Horses, the film that gai 
him international recognition. Hi 
balance of unsentimental, docum. 
tary-like aesthetics with subtle pox, 
ty and mounting drama give Turtla 
Can Fly a lasting power beyond j; 
initial shock and pathos. 


matic lead of Turtles Can Fly make, 
an impression that extends beyén 
the world of the film itself. Ebrahirn’; 
Satellite is such a richly embodied 
character, with such a peculiar sort o/ 
swagger, I have no doubt this kid wl) 
be playing a hard-drinking foreign 
correspondent in war-torn E] Sai- 
vador in no time. © 


TURTLES CAN Fiy 
Written and directed by Bahman 
Ghobadi ¢ Starring Soran Ebrahim, Ava 
Latif and Saddam Hossein Feysal» 
Zeidler Hall, The Citadel © Fri-Mon, july 
8-11 (7pm) ® Metro Cinema « 425-9212 


The world 


6ixtynin9 confirms 
Pen-Ek Ratanaruang 
as one of the world’s 
great undiscovered 
directors 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


bout four months ago, my col- 
Ae Josef Braun reviewed Last 
ife in the Universe, the most recent 
film by a Thai director named Pen-Ek 
Ratanaruang. He called it one of the 
best films of the year, and J heartily 
agree with him—if you crossed Wong 
Kar-Wai's In the Mood for Love with The 
Odd Couple and threw in a yakuza sub- 
plot for good measure, you'd get Last 
Life in the Universe, one of the 
strangest, tenderest, most unpre- 
dictable and winning love stories I've 
seen in years. Since then, Ratanaru- 
ang’s 1999 film 6ixtynin9 has also 
been released in North America on 
DVD; it’s a much more conventional 
and accessible movie than Last Life, 
and it’s so effortlessly funny and 
entertaining that I’m not surprised 
that an American remake of 6ixtynin9 
is apparently in the works right now. 
(Of course, the fact that the guy who 
made The Lizzie McGuire Movie will be 
directing it does not exactly fill me 
with confidence.) 
Ratanaruang’s film begins with 


turned upside-flown 


Tum (Thai soap star Lalita Panyopas), 
a depressed young woman newly laid 
off from her job at a finance compa- 
ny, answering a knock at her door 
and finding a noodle box containing 
$25,000 in cash sitting on the floor in 
front of her. The money turns out to 
be a payoff to a Thai gangster from a 
crooked boxing promoter, mistakenly 
delivered to Tum’s apartment when 
the number “6” on her door comes 
loose and turns into a “9.” When the 
bagmen force their way into Tum’s 
apartment demanding she return the 
money, Tum manages, almost acci- 
dentally, to kill them instead. Too 


scared to call the police, Tum decides 
to hide the bodies and make plans to 
abscond to England, but fate keeps 
conspiring against her—not only 
does Tum eventually wind up with 
four corpses littering her tiny 
Bangkok apartment, but her flighty 
best friend has attempted suicide, her 
nosy downstairs neighbour has 
become convinced that she’s having 
an affair with her boyfriend and two 
sets of gangsters suspect her of steal- 
ing from them. 


THAT SYNOPSIS probably makes 
6ixtynin9 sound like every other 
“quirky” indie black comedy of the 
past 10 years—believe me, until I saw 


this film, I thought I could die happi- 
ly without ever watching yet another 
scene of someone frantically mop- 
ping up the blood from a murder 
scene or trying to nonchalantly dis- 
tract someone so that they don’t 
notice the corpse's leg dangling out of 
its hiding place. So why does 
6ixtynin9 feel so fresh and funny? 
Maybe it’s the fact that Ratanaruang’s 
direction barely acknowledges that 
the film is a comedy—instead of the 
wacky music and the extreme close- 
ups and the frenzied pace that most 
American filmmakers bring to films 
of this genre, Ratanaruang’s direction 
is placid, hushed, almost meditative. 
(It’s like a Zen farce.) There’s a gravity 
to even the film’s most ridiculous 
inventions, as when a hitman 
assigned to kill Tum hears a song on 
her car stereo and immediately bursts 
into tears because it reminds him of 
his dead mother. Panyopas’s wonder- 
fully deadpan performance is perhaps 
the film's biggest asset—I love the 
way Tum never loses her cool, no 
matter how insane her situation 
becomes. And it’s not like she’s some 
Kind of badass chick; she’s simply a 
woman who's desperate and resource- 
ful enough to handle whatever comes 
her way. When that hitman starts 
crying, she punches him in the face, 
grabs his gun and shoots him dead. 
She never breaks a sweat, and neither 
does Ratanaruang. 

If you've seen Last Life in the Uni- 


emcee, 
me 


verse, you'll be amused by the way the 
two films start the same way (with a 
suicidal main character killing a cou- 
ple of gangsters and then hiding the 
bodies in their apartment), only to 
veer off in wildly different directions. 
6ixtynin9 is all about dozens of zany, 
violent character collisions (and it 
concludes with an even more elabo- 
rate Mexican standoff than the one in 
Reservoir Dogs), but Last Life is about 
two characters who don’t collide so 
much as gently graze each other and 
then drift apart. And yet the two films 
both end the same way after all, with 
the main character making a surpris- 
ingly moving act of self-sacrifice. 


Whatever happens with the 
6ixtynin9 remake, I think it’s only 4 
matter of time before Ratanaruans 
breaks through in a big, big w2) 
with Western audiences. His w') 
sense of humour, his playful, cat’ 
free attitude toward life and love an¢ 
his eye for beautiful leading ladies 
can’t be beat, and I can’t wait for bis 
other two features, Fun Bar Karaoke 
and Monrak Transistor, to show UP 
on DVD as well. © 


GIXTYNIN? 
Written and directed by Per-Ek 


Ratanaruang Starring Lalita Panyop® 
* Now on DV! 
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eatro la Quindicina 
inds its manners 
ith farcical Grand 
e in the Rapids 


y PAUL MATWYCHUK 


do with emotions,” etiquette 
expert Amy Vanderbilt once 
observed. “To make them ring true, 
one must feel them, not merely 
exhibit them.” 

The same might be said of good 
ting, and three of Edmonton's best 
tors—Ron Pederson, Jeff Haslam 
nd Belinda Cornish—are opening 
s week in A Grand Time in the 
Rapids, Stewart Lemoine’s head- 
pinning new farce about a widow, 
er boyfriend and the well-meaning 
etiquette columnist who drives him- 
self nearly frantic trying to preserve 
an air of decorum as their relation- 
ship unravels. As we all huddle 
dround a small table at a Whyte 
Avenue Starbucks, the cast describes 
the play’s tone to me. “It’s a farce, 
but not a sex farce,” Haslam explains. 
pauses, then adds, “Although we 
do end up in towels.” 

“We actually spent a lot of time 
guring out the difference between a 
rewball and a farce,” Pederson 
ays. “In Stewart's sctewballs, there's 
llways a character who is kind of the 
buppetmaster and creates the prob- 
s and fixes the problems and 
nobody else is really in on it. Here 
it's the opposite—the people in the 
udience are really the only ones 
ho are in on everything.” 

“Right,” agrees Cornish, who's 
n aking her Teatro la Quindicina 
debut with this production. “In the 
Screwball, there’s a main character 
Who's kind of like Bugs Bunny and 
Snows: ing and engineers all 
these m tions just as a lark, 
Decause th njoy watching every- 
one get confused and worried. And 
tn the farce, there’s usually one char- 
ter who knows nothing, and kind 
of happily breezes through the play 


‘fe: manners have much to 


Ain't mishehavitr 


unaware of how hard everyone else 
is working to keep them ignorant of 
what's going on.” 

“And here,” Haslam adds, “you 
have these characters who are so 
obsessed with etiquette and who are 
trying to maintain the social propri- 
eties for as long as they possibly can 
in the face of it all. That's the beauty 
of it for the audience, I think: watch- 
ing that elastic band get stretched 
tighter and tighter and tighter until 
it finally snaps.” 


FORGET ABOUT their characters for 
a moment, though: are actors gener- 
ally well-mannered in their everyday 
lives? Not particularly, Haslam says— 
and certainly not by the impossibly 
high standards of the aforemen- 


THEATRE 


tioned Ms. Vanderbilt, whose indis- 
pensible 1952 bestseller Amy 
Vanderbilt's Complete Book of Etiquette 


. provided the three actors with some 


instructive reading during breaks in 
rehearsal. “It’s one of the oldest and 
strictest etiquette books,” Pederson 
says. “We have great laughs just at 
the idea of entries like ‘How to Enter- 
tain Without a Maid: Don’t panic.’ 
But I think we’re a rather polite 
group, don’t you think?” 

“Teatro is definitely a polite 
company,” Haslam says. “I’ll do a 
show at Workshop West like 17 
Dogs, where everyone's swearing 
back and forth, and then I'll come 
back home to Teatro and we just 
aren’t like that here.” 

“That's true,” Pederson says. “I do 
find myself choosing my words differ- 
ently at a Lemoine rehearsal. I think 
I’ve really eradicated the F-word from 
my vocabulary working at Teatro.” 

“Stewart definitely raises the bar 
for polite behaviour,” Cornish says. 
“Just last night, 1 wrote an e-mail to 
someone apologizing for having 
double-booked myself and I found 
myself writing something like, ‘I 
really should check my daytimer 
before making arrangements with 
people, and I shall commence doing 


so forthwith.’” 

Those formal, old-fashioned and 
slightly artificial turns of phrase have 
become so identified with Lemoine’s 
writing, in fact, that many actors 


assume that the only “trick” to per- | 
| Denver five years ago, she didn’t 


forming his plays is to affect a glib 
1940s cadence and leave it at that. 
They couldn't be more wrong, says 
Haslam, who ought to know how to 
handle Lemoinian dialogue better 
than anyone. “I really try to go back 


to neutral at the first reading,” he | 


says. “Back to zero, back to nothing, 
and then build the character up from 
there. Actually, I do that with every 
play—not just with Stewart, but with 
Doug Curtis, with Ron Chambers.” 

“You'll prevent yourself from 
being believable,” Cornish agrees. “It 
might be funny, but it won't feel 
real.” 

“The characters have to be real 
people,” Pederson says. “And it’s dif- 
ferent every time—it’s not as if 
there’s some kind of ‘approach to 


Lemoine,’ because with each new | 


script, you really never know what 
you're going to get.” 

And Pederson says that’s what's 
kept him coming back to Edmonton 
the last three years in a row to do a 
Teatro show instead of staying in Los 
Angeles and trying to parlay his fame 


as a cast member of Mad TV into | 
| rubbing your tummy, only harder). 


more sketch comedy gigs. “Theatre is 


really what I want to do,” he says. “Or | 
at least, acting is what I really want to | 
| America and far-flung places like Japan 


do, and sketch comedy doesn’t really 


require so much of that. Sketch come- | 


dy is more on the surface, it’s about 
giving the flavour of something—it's 
‘sketching,’ you know? So the actor in 
me isn’t completely satisfied by that.” 

Then, polite to the last, Pederson 
offers the medium an olive branch. 
“It’s nothing against TV, though,” he 
says. “I mean, I'd love to be a guy in 
an interrogation room on CSI: Miami 
going, ‘I don’t know! I found her like 
that, man!’” O 


A GRAND TIME IN THE RAPIDS 
Written and directed by Stewart Lemoine * 
Starring Belinda Cornish, Jeff Haslam and 
Ron Pederson * Varscona Theatre * July 7- 
23 © 420-1757/433-3399 (box #2) 


| ing her skills to the 


in the ol up ’n’ down 


By CAROLYN NIKODYM 


en Rebecca Higby first met 
her husband John at the toy 
store she was working at in 


know how to Walk the Dog or Rock 
the Baby. She had never used a yo-yo 
when she was growing up. Back then, 
she had no way of knowing how 
much the yo-yo, perhaps the world’s 
oldest toy, would enthrall her. But 
John was a member of the toy store's 
yo-yo club and a yo-yo professional 
who had been performing yo-yo 
shows at festivals around the conti- 
nent for six years already—and he 
had yo-yos everywhere. Naturally, as 
her affinity for him grew, so did her 
appreciation for the yo-yo. 

“John was definitely the yo-yo 
master first,” she says from their home 
in Boston. “Before I met him, | didn’t 
know how to do anything. | couldn't 
even yo-yo five years ago.” However, it 
wasn't long before Rebecca, 28, was 
incorporated into John’s show, for a 
few tentative minutes at first, but 
eventually improv- 
point where now z 
she can hula hoop 
and yo-yo at the same time (which is 
kind of like patting your head while 


The couple, dubbed the Yo-Yo People, 
has performed at festivals in North 


and Australia and now the 21st 
Annual Edmonton International 
Street Performers Festival. 

John got his first yo-yo from his 
grandfather when he was 10. It had 
a couple decades’ worth of attic dust 
on it, but the old 1962 Duncan was 
still in the package. Although he 
learned the three basic tricks quickly, 
he thought that was all a yo-yo 
could do. It wasn’t until he was in 
his mid-teens that he realized that 
there were countless tricks to learn. 

“He started meeting other yo-yo 
people and just going to yo-yo con- 
tests, and slowly he started picking 
up other tricks,” Rebecca says. “In 


high school, he just started doing 


Loco for yo-yo 


| Street performers 
_John and Rebecca 
| Higby get tangled up 


really small demonstrations for a 
group of 10 people, and it slowly 
grew from there.” By the time John 
was 19, he had a full comedic yo-yo 
routine that evolved over the next 11 
years to include yo-yos with 10-foot 
strings and the psych maneuver— 
where he can come within inches of 
someone’s head with the yo-yo. 

“Neither one of us has ever got- 
ten any formal training,” she says. 
“It's just from hanging out with 
other yo-yo-ers. There’s a whole 
online community, definitely. We're 
all connected to them that way now. 
There’s the National Yo-Yo Contest 
in the U.S., in California, every fall. 
And there’s the World’s in Florida in 
the summer. There's all kinds of little 
yo-yo contests. And there’s a yo-yo 
web board, so everybody knows 
what is going on.” 


WHILE YO-YOS HAVE BEEN good to 
John and Rebecca (they even shot a 
Volkswagen commercial last month), 
one cannot live by yo-yo alone. In 
the cold winter, the couple focuses 
on their more reclusive work—art. 
While Rebecca paints and designs 
webpages, John hand-paints yo-yos, 
and just about any other surface he 
can get his brush on, with original, 
cartoon-like characters in bright 
colours. When they bought their 
first car together, John wanted to 
paint that with his 
trademark yo-yo- 
playing “Mr. 
Yodel,” but Rebec- 
ca didn’t quite agree. So they went 
out and got some large magnetic 
sheets from the art store to attach to 
the car and painted them instead. 
They ended up giving Rebecca’s 
mom a large daisy to put on her blue 
Beetle, and one thing led to another. 
“The next thing you know, 
everybody’s asking where she got it, 
and then she’s selling them out of 
the trunk of her car,” Rebecca says. 
“So we make magnets for cars now, 
and we have an online store. That's 
like our introverted job. We have our 
extroverted job performing, and 
then otherwise we're hunched over a 
table, painting.” @ 


21ST ANNUAL EDMONTON 

INTERNATIONAL STREET 

PERFORMERS FESTIVAL 

Sir Winston Churchill Square and Stanley 

A. Milner Library Theatre * July 8-17 * 
425-5162 
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The last of his species 


ity 


Late sculptor Garry 
Williams’s nature-loving 
spirit lives on in 
Atavism exhibition 

By AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


didn’t know sculptor and ceramist Garry 

Williams personally, but like thousands of 

other Edmontonians and Calgarians I feel 
that I knew him through the numerous 
shows and public commissions that he cre- 
ated over the brief 49 years of his life. His 
art speaks to us of a man filled with 
humour, sympathy for the land and a child- 
like joy for working with his hands. Those 
very qualities made his art so accessible, 
and so memorable. Williams created art for 
the people, ail people, not just artistic 
elites. In fact, even if his name doesn’t ring 
a bell with you, his work has probably 
made you smile as you walked right over it 
while shopping in downtown Calgary—it 
was Williams who created the 500 sculpted 
manhole covers that have become some- 
thing of a symbol of Calgary. (The city is 
also planning to use the image on lapel 
pins, coasters and other souvenirs.) 

Now, only three months after his 
untimely death from cancer, Edmonton is 
hosting an exhibition of William’s ceramic 
sculptures, entitled Atavism. This show, 
which was displayed at the Bank of Mon- 
treal as part of the Works festival, is his lat- 
est work; he created it while already ill. 
Despite the strain and the bouts of weari- 


ness that he experienced, this show—no 
less than any of his life’s work—conveys a 
spirit of playful joy and profound knowl- 
edge that there is plenty to cherish in the 
world around us. 

Williams loved a great deal in life, but 
his greatest, most enduring passion was for 
nature. That’s what he went back to time 
and time again in life and in his art. “He 
was very connected to nature,” explains 
his wife, Jan Williams. “He spent a lot of 
his teenage years camping. It was his 
favourite thing to do.” Williams felt that 
nature was a universal subject: from a 
child to an art expert to an accountant, 
anyone and everyone loves nature. “Ani- 


EIVISUAL ARTS 


mal imagery is common to all people,” Jan 
explains. “Not only was he fond of it but 
he felt that all other people would connect 
with it as well.” 

William’s earliest art often contrasted 
natural and man-made objects. For example, 
in one witty and whimsical installation, he 
collected beehives, covered the ends with 
wax and inserted running razors inside. 
“The razors would come on and off so you 
could hear this strange buzzing from all of 
these hives,” recalls Will Truchon, the cura- 
tor of Atavism and a longtime admirer of 
William's work. 


AS TRUCHON AND JAN DESCRIBE other 
nature-inspired projects that Williams cre- 
ated over the years, it’s difficult not to 


laugh. It isn’t that Williams’ oeuvre lacks 
depth, or that he was ignorant of the poli 
tics surrounding wildlife preservation; j;: 


just that his art reaches us though laugh. 


and gentle affection, not solemn disserty, 
tions on the state of environmental degra 
dation. “He was never afraid of makin ga 
fool of himself to get other people ta 
laugh,” relates Jan affectionately. “He hag a 
wonderful sense of humour. He likeq to 
engage people.” 

And his art brought thousand; of 
smiles to people's faces. Take “Rabbit Rise. « 
one of his best-loved works. “You come 
around the bend in a community park |\, 
Calgary] and as you come around the ¢o,. 
ner it looks as if you startled three rabhj;, 
They're about three feet high,” says Jan, 
noting that a private donor commissioned 
the piece. “This is a park she waj\, 
through all the time. It’s a wonderful ¢if, 
to the community.” 

In Atavism, Williams decided to senq ; 
more sobering message by depicting some o| 
Alberta’s most endangered species, includ. 
ing a swift fox and a peregrine falcon. “He 
felt that they were endangered and he wa; 
endangered too,” explains his friend and 
former student Dawn Saunders Dahl. But in 
the midst of this serious message, the old 
smile that Williams's life and art is known 
for shines through. There is no doubt thr 
the hand that modeled these animals 
enjoyed every moment of the strenuous 
labour. “The work that is up he created 
when he was sick,” Jan says. “He was work- 
ing up to a week before he died. That’ 
where he was happiest.” © 


aptertiserd 
Lightfoot at 
awe 7 S 
informat: 


vuewreKty > 


JULY 7-13, 2005 


& theatre 
me notes 


MATWYCHUK 


ind a new touring production of 
Gilbert’s landmark 1985 play Drag 
zens on Trial, which plays at the 
st until July 12; meanwhile, 
istopher Grignard brings his own 
he Orchard Drive to the Wal- 
ale Theatre from July 12-16. Both 
are more or less financing the 
ys out of their own pockets—I 
id suggest that they get together 
a couple of beers and share war 
es, but | don’t know if the cost of 
jrinks will fit into their budgets. 
‘All | can say is, ‘Thank God for line 
dit,” laughs Grignard, who's cur- 
tly pursuing a Ph.D. in drama and 
ish at the University of Alberta. (His 
is analyzes Canadian gay play- 
ghts’ portrayals of their home 
wns.) “But this is something that | 


pose to be in debt for. It’s something - 


lieve in so much that the debt 
esn’t bother me.... There’s nothing 
pre frustrating than knowing you 
e a good play, but it’s just sitting 
re at the bottom of a cabinet draw- 
| studied under Judith Thompson, 
id she always encourages her stu- 
ts to self-produce—sometimes you 
e to grab the reins and take owner- 
ip of your own work.” 
Grignard’s play takes place in 
lowna in 1997, when mayor Walter 
ay refused to pass the city’s annual 
ide proclamation. (Gray eventually 
ind up in front of the B.C. Human 
hts Tribunal for his actions, but it’s 
fd to decide whether their decision 
5 a victory or not for the gay com- 
Unity. The tribunal found Gray guilty 
crimination and issued a strongly 
med reprimand, but he wasn’t fined 
i he continues to serve as mayor of 
owna to this day, only now he 
lines to sign proclamations of any 
d, Pride or otherwise.) But the main 
on of The Orchard Drive concerns 
' young gay actors facing their 
ons and dealing with their sexuali- 
as they rehearse a production of 
Nekhov's The Cherry Orchard. 
As an academic,” Grignard says, 
always very critical of works that 
'petuate stereotypes about the gay 
Mmunity, And so, | was very sur-’ 
Wsed as a playwright to find myself 
ing there—one character in particu- 
has a key moment where he talks 
Sut a bunch of homophobic guys 
ying to drown him when he was 
unger, andhe connects that with his 
“ising trips. It’s a very sensitive sub- 
‘and | really had to struggle with 
at inner voice saying, ‘You can’t do 
», You're putting us back all these 
*'S With this character.’ But | felt | 


had to put it on the stage. It’s a tough 
balance to maintain.” 

Whitehead had to overcome similar 
initial misgivings with Gilbert's script, 
the story of three drag queens who 
must defend their “unacceptable” 
lifestyle within a sort of stylized court 
of public opinion. “I’m not really a 
drag queen in my personal life,” he 
says. “In fact, when | was growing up 
and coming out as a gay man in the 
‘90s, | was one of those gay men who 
was always... not disgusted, but a little 
bit confused by the whole drag thing 
and didn’t really understand why they 
had to be the ones to represent the 
entire gay community [in the eyes of 
the media]. But in doing this play, | 
really gained respect for them and 
came to think of drag as quite a beau- 
tiful thing. The play really speaks to 
that idea of being yourself and not 
being afraid to be true to what you feel 
inside. These are men who never really 
felt that they fit as men in their lives 
growing up, and | had to respect their 
bravery in not bowing down to social 
pressures and being who they are 
despite everything-especially out in 
this part of the country.” 

Edmonton is the first stop on the 
Drag Queens on Trial itinerary, which 
will eventually take Whitehead and the 


There’s nothing more 
frustrating than knowing 
you have a good play, 
but it’s just sitting there 
at the bottom of a 
cabinet drawer. 


rest of his troupe to Regina, Winnipeg, 
Saskatoon and Calgary. Some of those 
gigs are at Fringe festivals, while 
some—like this week's stint at the 
Roost—aren’t part of a bigger event 
and will probably require an extra pub- 
licity push. “We didn’t even make the 
waiting list at the Edmonton Fringe,” 
Whitehead says. “We were really disap- 
pointed—there’s an energy and a buzz 
at the Fringe that’s unlike anything 
else, and we almost gave up after that. 
But we started looking at other possi- 
ble venues, and when the Roost 
offered to let us come in and do it for 
free, we realized that it would actually 
be a really good opportunity and we 
couldn't really lose.” 

Whitehead realizes that he may 
lose a large chunk of his potential audi- 
ence by doing the play in a gay bar like 
the Roost—even some of the cast’s 
family members hesitated to see the 
show there. “It’s unfortunate,” White- 
head says. “| mean, when we did a ver- 
sion of the show at the University of 
Lethbridge, it was the straight audi- 
ence who was curious and came out 
and saw us more than the gay audi- 
ence, But in the end, we really don’t 
care about attracting any one kind of 
crowd; we're just aiming to break even 
and to share this piece that we all love 
to do. | mean, nobody does this kind 
of thing for the money.” 

Grignard agrees. “If you're 
involved in the arts,” he says, “you 
know that the sense of pride you get 
when you have the opportunity to 
share your work is worth every penny. 
That's a feeling my academic work will 
never give me.” © 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mall 
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Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


EL AMOR BRUJO Timms Centre for the Arts, 112 
St, 87 Ave (420-1757) * Flamenco presented by 
Alhambra Ensemble Espanol, choreography by 
Flavia Robles * Thu, july 7 (7:30pm) * $25 
(adv)/$30 (door) * Tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 

FEATS FESTIVAL OF DANCE Various locations 
(422-8107) * Presented by the Alberta Dance 
Alliance, a multi-disciplinary dance festival including 
workshops, auditions, events, and a hip hop chal- 
lenge * Until July 10 + Tickets available at TIX on 
the Square 

FLAP: A FIELD GUIDE TO URBAN BIRDING 
Planet Ze, 10055-80 Ave (428-3499) * Annie 
Dugan, John Ullyatt, Anne Marie Felicitas, Trina 
Rasmuson, and Laurie Montemurro ® july 8-9 
(8pm), July 10 (2pm) * $18 (adv)/$15 
(student/senior)/$20 (door) 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 
St (488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed 
all hols) * Main Gallery: * HISTORY IN THE MAK- 
ING; until Aug, 31 * MY HOUSE IS YOUR HOUSE: 
Ceramic artworks by Shirley Rimer; until July 9 « 
Discovery Gallery: THE MADELINES, WASTE- 
COATS: Sculptural, felted artworks by Angelika 
Werth; until July 9 * FINE LEGS, GREAT CHESTS, 
HOT SEATS: Works by NAITs Advanced Wood 
Working and Design Graduates; July 14-Aug, 27 © 
RETROSPECTIVE: Quilts by Betty Louden; July 16- 
Aug. 27 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street St. Albert 
(459-3679) * THE ART BEAT: with works by Simone 
McLeod and Laraine Weaver * July 7-31 (10-6 Tue, 
Wed & Fri, 10-8 Thu, 10-5 Sat) 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3 FI, 10217-106 St 
(439-9532/423-2966) * Open: Thu 5-8pm or by 
appointment * GUN POWDER ON TIGERS’ TEETH: 
Paintings, photographs and artworks created by 
nine artists * Until July 28 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) » 
Artworks by Norval Morrisseau, Daphne Odjig, Roy 
Thomas, Jane Ash Poitras, George Littlechild, Joane 

Cardinal-Schubert, Jim Logan, Maxine Noel, Aaron 

Paquette and others 


BRUCE PEEL SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY 
U of A Campus (492.7929) * Open: Mon-Fri 12- 
4:30pm * PRESSING; Canadian Poetry and Small 
Publishers, 1950-1980, including books and poetic 
objects * Until August 


CENTRE D’‘ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave (461-3427) ® Jacques Martel’s oils and 
acrylics, Jerry Berthelette’s watercolours, acrylics 
and serigraphs, Theresa Mae Donaldson’s oils 
and watercolours, Stephen Fouquet’s acrylics and 
mixed media © July 8-20 Reception July 8 
(7:30-8pm) 


CHACHKAS 8118-100 St (432-9444) * MAN- 
NEQUIN PERFECTIONISM: Mixed media artworks 
by Lara Chauvin * Until July 37 


CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * P/ECES OF 
EIGHT: A collision between sound and vision, a 
fundraiser for global visions * $10 at the door * 
July 8 

CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621- 
82 Ave (439-8210) * Open: Mon-Fri 11am-Spm 
® 2005 SUMMER DRAWING SHOW: Drawings by 
Christ! Bergstrom * Until Sept. 1 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 11am- 
Spm. Closed Mon * STH ALBERTA BIENNIAL OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART: Until Sept. 4 * THE ROAD: 
CONSTRUCTING THE ALASKA HIGHWAY; until Oct. 2 
* POPULACE AND PLACE: Until Aug. 21 * 
Children’s Gallery: T/R-NA-NOG (FOREVER 
YOUNG): By Spider Yardley-Jones * $9 (adult)/$6 
(student/senior)/$3 (child 6-12)/free (member/child 
5 and under) 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain 
Rd (482-1402) * Open Tue by appt. only, Wed-Fri 
10am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm, closed long week- 
ends * COLLECTION 2005: Rotating show of artists 
works 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY Extension Centre, 
2nd Fl, 8303-112 St * Open: Mon-Fri (8am-4pm) * 
Laura Evans Reid-early student of Henry Glyde» 


Until July 27 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) « Open: 
Mon-Wed, Sat 10am-6pm, Thu-Fri 10am-9pm, Sun 
12-Spm * Eskimo soapstone carvings, Inuk by C. 
Inukpuk, Eskimo and Indian silver and gold jew- 
ellery by J. McDougall 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 
0240) * Open: Mon-Sat 9:30-6pm * THROUGH 
THE DARK SEA: Installation by Sidsel Bradley and 
Agnieszka Matejko * Until July 30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) © 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre, 10831 University Ave (433-5807) « 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-4pm * Paintings by Janet 
Cardinal * Until Aug. 4 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) * 
Open Mon-Fri Sam-5:30pm, Sat 10am-Spm * 
Artworks by Dave Ripley, Isabel Levesque, Marilyn 
Rife, Waltraut Unbekannt-Lafleur and others « 
Through July 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) « 
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm « 
Artworks by Waltraut Unbekannt-Lafleur, Al 
Roberge, watercolours by Jim Painter, prints by Toti 
* Through July 


LITTLE CHURCH GALLERY 455 King St, Spruce 
Grove (962-0664) * PLACES IVE BEEN: Artworks by 
Fran Mansell * Until July 30 


MANDOLIN BOOKS AND COFFEE 6419-112 Ave 
(479-4050) * Photographs by Brad Burns * Until 
July 31 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 
1-8pm * /NSIDE THE DRESS: Artworks by nine 
women artists * Until July 10 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) « 
Open: Mon-Sat 10am-4pm Sun 10am-6:30pm 
TERRAIN OF THE DOMESTIC Silkscreen prints by Bill 
Laing * Until July 28 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * PIECES 
OF EIGHT ART SHOW ® july 8 (8pm) 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open: 
Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm ® L’ECLECTICAI: New art- 
works by artists from the Nina Haggerty Studio 
Collective * Until Aug. 26 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Fri 12- 
Spm; Sat 2-6pm * Experimental pottery by Mindy 
Andrews, Robert Rippon and others; July 7-30 * 
ArtVentures: July 18; $2/child * HOT: Experimental 
pottery by Mindy Andrews, Paul Bellermare, judy 
Billard, Louis O’Coffey * july 7-30; opening recep- 
tion/art walk: Thu, July 7 (6-9pm) 


PYGMALION 12, 44 St. Thomas Street, St. Albert 
(460-1677) * Artworks by various artists, part of 
the Morgan family collection * July 7 (6-9pm) 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM Wetaskiwin (1- 
800-661-4726) * LIFE AND TIMES OF THE MOTOR- 
CYCLE; Featuring the origins of the motorcycle * 
Until Sept. 17, 2006 


THE ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave 
(453-9100) * Open Mon-Sun 9Yam-Spm * SYN- 
CRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: 
Spans 11,000 years and 500 generations, people of 
the past and present, recordings, film, lights, arti- 
facts and more. Permanent exhibit * FROM HOOF 
PRINTS TO TANK TRACKS: The South Alberta Light 
Horse Regiment's role during the first and second 
World Wars; until Sept. 18 * ALBERTA CELEBRATES « 
Terrace: ALBERTA CENTENNIAL SCULPTURE EXHIBI- 
TION: Sculptures by Andrew French, Ryan 
McCourt, Rob Willms; until Sept. 25 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * LANDSCAPE GROUP 
SHOW: Artworks by Mauareen Harvey, Arlene 
Wasylynchuk, Lynn Malin, Gerald Faulder, 
Jacqueline Stehelin, Jim Stokes, Pat Service, and 
Jamie Morris * July 8-29 

SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open 
Tue-Sat (12-Spm) * THE DIGITAL DISTILLERY: 
Printworks by Andy Fabo; until July 16 

ST. ALBERT ART WALK Downtown St. Albert 
(460-4310) « In the heart of St. Albert’s Art District 
* july 7 (6-9pm) 

THE STUDIO GALLERY WIDE OPEN SPACES: RURAL 


LANDSCAPES Landscapes painted by by Bruce 
Thompson 143 Grandin Park Plaza St. Albert (460- 


5990) * Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 10am-4pm * Until 
Aug 26 


URBAN ROOTS SALON & GALLERY 10143- 
82Ave - 2nd Floor (438-7978) « Featuring works of 
sculpture, photography, painting, and illustration » 
Opening reception July7 * Show runs until August 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215- 


112 St (421-1731) © DIVERSITY Il: Membership 
show # Until july 16 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * Landscape 
paintings by Gregory Hardy, abstract paintings by 
Robert Christie * Until July 12 


WALTERDALE ART IN THE LOBBY Walterdale 
Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (475-2844) « Artworks 
by Ruby Golding * Until July 9 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10155-102 St 
(426-2122) * THROUGH ALBERTA EYES: 
Photographs by Orest Semchishen, curated by 
Gordon Snyder * Until Sept. 16 


LITERARY 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, 

poetry, and performance art open stage hosted by 
the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu 

(8pm) 


LIVE COMEDY | 


BLUE CHICAGO 14203 Stony Plain Rd (451-1402) 
* Comedy open mic hosted by Kathleen McGee © 
Every Mon (9pm) * Free 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) * Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm, 
Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * Chris Molineux; July 7-9 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882- 
170 St (483-5999) * Show times nightly at 8pm; 
weekends 8pm and 10:30pm * Kyle Grooms and 
special quests; July 7-10 * Silly Sundays for Kids; 
Sun, July 10 (12-1:45pm) * Get hypnotized; Tue, 
July 12 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq (425-5162/451-8000) » 
Women in Comedy; Sat, july 9 (8pm); $15 
(adv)/$17 (door) * Late Night Madness; july 15-16 
(10pm); $12 (adv)/$15 (door) 


WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120 101 St 
(436-2286) * The Lederhoosers Super Comedy 
Dryhump * Every Fri (8:30pm) * Free 


YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry 
Mall (481-9857) = Darryl Lenox (Vancouver), 
Welby Santos & Kevin McGrath (Edmonton) 


THEATRE 


A CLOSER WALK WITH PATSY CLINE Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483- 
4051) * A musical biography of the legendary 
country star, from her days as a teenage honkytonk 
singer to her triumphant appearances at the Grand 
Ole Opry * July 8-Sept. 5 


DRAMAWORKS 2005 Citadel! Theatre, 9828- 
101A Ave (425-1820) * Workshops include perfor- 
mance, design, playwriting, musical theatre, drama 
education, and directing * july 8-17 * For info call 
1-888-422-8160 


A GRAND TIME IN THE RAPIDS Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399, #2/420-1757) * 
Ron Pederson, Belinda Cornish and Jeff Haslam star 
in the newest play from writer/director Stewart 
Lemoine, a screwball farce, set in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan in 1959, about an escalating series of 
misunderstandings involving an etiquette expert, 4 
widow and her handsome new beau ® July 7-23 
(8pm) * $18 (adult)/$1S (student/senior/Equity) * 
$10 (Tue evenings), Two-for-One (Fri, July 8), Pay- 
What-You-Can (Sat matinees door) * Tickets avail- 
able at TIX on the Square, door 


RIVER CITY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL Heritage 
Amphitheatre, Hawrelak Park (420-1757) * 
Outdoor performances of classic Shakespearean 
plays by an all-star team of Edmonton actors, direc- 
tors and designers, featuring Sheldon Elter and 
Kristi Hansen in Romeo and Juliet, directed by John 
Kirkpatrick and Chris Bullough, Daniela Viaskalic 
and Julien Arnold in Love's Labour's Lost, directed by 
Marianne Copithome * Until July 17 * Romeo and 
Juliet (odd dates), (Tue-Sun 8pm), July 10, 16 
(2pm) * Love's Labour's Lost (even dates); (Tue-Sun. 
8pm), July 9, 17 (2pm) * $17 {adult)/$13 (stu- 
dent/senior)/$26 (festival pass) * Tickets available 
at TIX on the Square 


SWEET CHARITY Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 
Ave (439-2845/420-1757) * Barb Mah directs Neil 
Simon, Dorothy Fields and Cy Coleman's classic 
musical adaptation of Federico Fellini‘s Nights of 
Cabiria, about a dance hostess who retains her irre- 
pressible attitude despite her lonely life and a string 
of heartbreaking romances * Until july 9 (Spm) * 
$11-$14 © Tickets available at TIX on the Square 
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By ROB BREZSNY 


Fae! ARIES we 


Professional basketball player Tim Duncan 
has a nickname that | invite you to take on 
for the next two weeks: the Big Fundamen- 
tal. To live up to the daunting yet fun respon- 
sibility of that title, you'll have to put on your 
game face and get wa-a-a-ayyy down to 
basics. Banish distractions, purge the inessen- 
tial and cut the crap. Give yourself with fero- 
cious impeccability to the Three Things That 
Matter Most, and do it with a raging integri- 
ty that will scare away all the phonies, lazy- 
bones and ethically challenged mediocrities. 


BMY LTAURUS se z0-ra 2 


When my Taurus daughter Zoe was seven 
years old, | detected signs that her natural 
inclination to be kind and gentle was begin- 
ning to slip into passive docility. | wondered 
whether | could or should do anything to 
nurture what astrologers call the Mars ener- 
gy—the forceful, wilful aspect of her psyche. 
As an experiment, | had her throw baseballs 
as hard as she could against the side of the 
house. | bought her a punching bag and 
encouraged her-to smash it. Seven years 
later, she’s as kind and gentle as ever, but 
also has an indomitable strength and force- 
ful grace. Her Mars force is fully awake. Did 
my experiments have anything to do with it? 


» Dia 


Taurus. In the most constructive way possi- 
ble, feed your aggressiveness. = eh 


A young goth woman was weaving her bicy- 
cle through heavy traffic. She was talking on 
a cellphone with her left hand and smoking 
a cigarette with her right. Watching from my 
Honda, | marveled at how well she maneu- 
vered without the guiding influence of her 
hands on the handlebars. | stopped next to 
her at a red light, and was further impressed 
when she pulled out a candy bar and a small 
book of poems by Charles Baudelaire. For a 
minute or so, she smoked, ate, read and 
chatted on her phone. Just before the light 
changed, | leaned out the window and said, 
“You're not a Gemini, are you?” “Yeah,” she 
replied. “Of course. How did you know?" | 
knew because not only are you the zodiac’s 
best multitasker, you're also at the very peak 
of your ability to do five things at once. 


Sse] CANCER 


One of your lifelong projects is to learn the 
art of keeping proper boundaries. That does- 
n’‘t always come easy for you. In your sub- 
conscious mind you're often thinking, “I 
can’t figure out where | leave off and every- 
one else begins.” Having sounded this warn- 
ing, though, I'll now advise you to 
completely surrender to the urge to merge, 
at least temporarily. Blend, connect and com- 
mune with abandon. Write this declaration 
by sculptor Malvina Hoffman on your arm: 
“My true center is an enormous capacity for 
falling in love with everything around me.” 


AR TED sy 22-mn 


Since 1921, the official length of a marathon 
race held anywhere in the world has been 


Just in case they did, try something similar, 


‘tance. \y participants 
ear’s Lakeshore Marathon in Chicago we 
confused at the end of the race. Their times 


were surprisingly slow and they were more 
fatigued than they'd anticipated. It was only 
a few days later that marathon officials 
announced the course had been laid out 
mistakenly: There was an extra mile. | think 
you can expect an analogous development 
in your life, Leo. The finish line will be farther 
than you expected—maybe farther than is 
fair. Should you stop before the end and 
complain? Or should you complete the task 
and then complain? I'll leave that up to you. 


For a time, my new book Pronoia Is the Anti- 
dote for Paranoia: How the Whole World Is 
Conspiring to Shower You With Blessings was 
#12 on the bestseller list at Powells.com. 
Right behind it at #13 was James Howard 
Kunstler’s The Long Emergency: Surviving the 
Converging Catastrophes of the Twenty-First 
Century. That snapshot of book buyers’ 
schizophrenic inclinations has a resemblance 
to your outlook, Virgo. Half of you is over- 
flowing with a talent for cultivating intelli- 
gent hope, while the other half is always 
preparing for the worst. Being as objective 
as an optimist like me can be, | firmly believe 
you should adjust the ratio. According to the 
astrological omens, the right approach is to 
be 90 per cent devoted to expecting the 
best and 10 per cent invested in guarding 
yourself against trouble. 


PILIBRA 


Seven years ago, Random House announced 
its “Modern Library 100 Best Books of the 
20th Century: Fiction.” In this collection, 91 
texts were written in English by white males. 
| suppose there's a remote possibility that’s 
an accurate inventory, though | doubt it. But 


d 2 whether it is 


ther it is or not, | feel it’s critical to the 
health of our culture and even our planet 
that the best books of the 21st century wi 
be authored by a far more diverse mix. And 
what, you may ask, does this have to do 
with your personal destiny in July 2005? The 
astrological omens say it’s a perfect moment 
to decide what you'll do in the coming years 
to contribute to a world in which white men 
who speak English don’t run everything. 
(P.S. This is crucial even if you yourself are an 
English-speaking white man.) 


At Tufts Educational Day Care in Somerville, 
Massachusetts, kids from ages three to five 
have to sign contracts guaranteeing their 
good behaviour. “I know how to listen to my 
teachers,” they promise. “When my teachers 
talk to me, | will not scream, try to hit or say, 
"You're not my boss.’” I'd like you to ask 
both your inner child and your inner teenag- 
er to make a similar vow right now, Scorpio. 
There are valuable teachers hovering in your 
vicinity. Some may have educational tech- 
niques that are less than adroit, but they all 
deserve your close, sincere and humble 
attention. 


pas) [SAGITTARIUS 22 


In the Netherlands, people often give each 
other three kisses when they meet, two on 
the cheek and one on the lips. A Dutch 
prude named Dolph Kohnstamm is mad 
about it, and has launched a campaign to 
squash the custom. “Foreigners are quite 
upset when they have to give three kisses,” 
he rants, “especially when the third kiss is on 
the mouth.” In solidarity with naturally affec- 
tionate Dutch people, and in response to the 
lovey-dovey astrological omens now coming 
to bear on you Sagittarians, | request that 
you dole out scores of triple kisses in the 
coming week. 


@ person or event that awakens our dorm, 
willpower and draws us inexorably tow, 
our fate; it’s a thunderbolt or siren so, 
stage whisper that gives us a good excuse 
go do what we know we should do |. 
pect that you, Capricorn, are about to a 


your fate bait. 


AQUARIUS won. 


Please repeat the following affirmat(,, 
first articulated by poet Robert Frost: “| , 
not confused. | am just well-mixed.” s ay 
aloud at least 10 times a day for the ng, 
week. It will help you put a positive spi, 
certain events that might otherwise ¢h,, 
you off balance. Your next medicinal so, 
bite comes from playwright W.S. Gilber. 
am rich in never-ending unrest.” This op 
will encourage you to regard your tui, 
lence as a creative gift, not a pathologi, 
distraction. 


PISCES Feb 18 - Mar 2( 


It’s a hang-your-head-out-the- window-of. 
speeding-car-like-a-golden-retriever kind 
week. You should make yourself as innoce 
and un-self-conscious as possible as you se 
out simple, intense pleasures, whether tha 
letting the wind rush over your face or. so: 
ing up the spray of a waterfall or Beg 
massage every single day or standing ne 

the stage at a live concert so the raw mus 
can surge through you. The object js t 
scour out your mind with vivid sensation: 
allowing you to become as empty and tres 
as possible. O 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or 
e-mail them to Glenys at 
Ustings@vueweekly.com 
Deadline ts Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 6328A-104 
St; every Thu (6:30-8:30) * Organic Roots, 8225-122 St 
* Every third Thu (6:30pm) 


CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONALS 
‘SPEAKERS Lister Hall, Comer 87 Ave 116 St * LEAD. 
by example: Four ways to Lead with Stress Resiliency 
and Positive Energy « CAPS members FREE, Guests $35 
* July 9 (8:30 am -12pm) 


EDMONTON ECO-REDNECKS 10341 Whyte Ave (231- 
2977) * Environmental social and salon club meeting « 
Sun, july 17 (6pm) 


LIVING POSITIVE www.edmlivingpositive.ca (1-877- 
975-9448/488-5768) * Edmonton Persons Living with 
HIV Society * Every Tue (7pm): Peer-facilitated support 
groups * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MEDITATION + Garneau United Place, 11148-84 Ave 
(412-1006) Drop-in meditation with with Gen Kelsang 
Phuntsog; every Thu (7-9pm); $10 (donation) « 
Diamond Way Buddhist Centre, 4th A, 10314 Whyte 
Ave (455-5488) free meditations every Wed (8pm) « City 
Arts Centre, 10943-84 Ave; The Way of Life meditation; 
last Tue each month (7pm door) * Transmission 
Meditation, Stillpoint Healing Centre, 10350-124 St 
(433-3342) every Tue, Thu, Sun (8-9:30pm); free 


TOASTMASTERS + St. Paul's Church, 4005-115 Ave 
(476-6963) * Learn public speaking; every Thu (7-9pm) 
* Baker Centre, 10th Fl, 10025-106 St (477-2613) 
Upward Bound Toastmasters; every Wed (7pm) * 
University of Alberta, Business 1-23 (492-0910) 
Business and Beyond Toastmasters Club, practice and 
enhance your skills; every Monday (6:30 pm) 

PUBLIC MEETING Riverdale Community League Hall, 


9231-100Ave * Meeting to discuss the proposed change 
for lands located South of 101 Ave and West of 87 St. 


UEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, 
sexual, gender differences in education and culture 
focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


AXIOS (454-8449) + A support group, local chapter of 
the international organization of Eastern Orthodox and 
Eastem Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP bwicoffee- 
group@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious and bisexual 


women * Second Wed each month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large 
tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) « 
Open dally 9-3, Fri 8pm * Mon: Amateur strip (12:30); 
D} Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: retro, top 40 with D] 
Arrowchaser, malebox night, free pool * Wed: Dj Eddy 
Toonflash; Drag shows (12:30) * Thu: Wet undies contest 
(12:30) w/Connie Lingua and D) Squiggles * Fri: Dance 
party with DJ Alvaro * Sat: Dj Arrowchaser, pool.tourna- 
ment * Sexy Sundays with Dj Eddy Toonflash, all request 
darice party 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave (482-7960) « 
Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) « An organization for gay men and lesbians 
in business and their non-gay friends to share business 
knowledge, learn, make friends and network in a posi- 
tive, proud space where being yourself is the norm 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 10550- 
102 St (488-5742) * Programs and support services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related ill- 
nesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm 
reduction, education, advocacy and public awareness 
campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, straight 
allies and support staff * Third Thu each month (fall/win- 
ter terms); Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualber- 
ta.ca) or Marjorie (mwonham@ualberta.ca) for schedule 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) « 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African languages 
* Every 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-Spm) * Free (mem- 
ber)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational 
and competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices « 
Every Tue and Thu 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE Pride Centre, 10010-109 
St (488-3234) * Every Sun (7pm): A safe, supportive, 
confidential discussion group talking about all gay relat- 
ed issues, for men at any stage of coming out * Free * 
talkingwithpride@hotmall.com 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 10010-109 St (462-5958) « 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm + 
Support/education for parents, families and friends of 
lesbians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance 
(990-0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun-Thu 
8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * Wed: Amateur strip with 


Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky, D] Alvaro * Thu: Rotating 
shows: Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link game 
second and last Thursday with D} jazzy * Fri: Upstairs: 
Euro Blitz: New European music with Dj Outtawak 
Downstairs: Dj jazzy * Sat: Every Sat like new years; 
Upstairs: Monthly theme parties with Dj Jazzy 
Downstairs: New music with DJ Dan and Mike * Sun: 
Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show: Every long weekend 
with D] Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non-mem- 
ber); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 jasper Ave (451-5554) * 
Steambaths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
(noon) * Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and Tizzy (7-12pm) 
* Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tournaments 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Pride Centre 
10010-109 St, www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Every Sat 
(7-9pm) * An adult facilitated social/support group for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and straight 
youth under the age of 25 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ART WALK Old Strathcona * Over 200 visuals artists in 
an outdoor studio * July 15, 16 & 17 


BEAT BEETHOVEN Sir Winston Chuchill Square * 8km 
run/4km walk * july 17 (8:30am) 


COUNTRY SOUL STROLL Kinsmen Korral, Rodeo Drive 
St. Albert * Country cuisine, bison, organic beef, local 
veggies, succulent berries* July 17 (5-7pm) * $20 avail- 
able from Tix on the Square 


EDMONTON GHOST TOURS Rescuer Statue, 
Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave (469-3187) * A 
yal tour through Old Strathcona * Until Aug. 17, 
Mon-Thu (9pm) * $5 


FEAST OF FOOLS Sutton Place Hotel, 10235-101 St 
(425-5162) Fundraising party, variety show and feast 
* Thu, july 7 (7pm) * $65 (incl. dinner) 


GARDEN SOIREE FUNDRAISER Con Boland Gardens « 
Carribbean culsine, cold drinks, live entertainment, 
silent auction, dance, music * July 17 (Spm) 


HIGHLAND GATHERING Fort Edmonton Park * 
Highland Heavy Games, Scottish Foods, drumming & 
piping competitions, Massed Band, and MORE « July 9 
(10-6pm) 


ICE CREAM SUNDAY John Walter Museum * 
Traditional Ice Cream making * July 10 (1-Spm) 


INTERNATIONAL STREET PERFORMERS FESTIVAL 
Various venues throughout Downtown Edmonton and 
Sir Winston Churchill Square (425-5162) « July 8-17 


MADE IN THE SHADE Muttart Conservatory * Crafts, 
music, plant related subjects + July 10 (1-3pm) 


MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR Laurie Greenwood's 
Volume 1], 12433-102nd Ave (432-9427) * Anne 
Metikosh, Garry Ryan, Scott Gregory Miller, and Janice 
Macdonald read from their latest works + July 13 
(7:30pm) 


MAIN SQUEEZE 2005 Castledowns YMCA, 11510-153 
Ave * 5 krn Walk or Run, 10 km Run, Supporting 
Pediatric Cancer Research ath the Cross Cancer 
Institute, Jason Maas and Jason Johnson signing auto- 


graphs, Valery Ozkowski official MC! July 10 (10am) 


PEOPLE'S PEDAL LAUNCH Beaver Hills House Park, 
105St & Jasper Ave * People’s Pedal will introduce a 
bicycle sharing system to the core of Edmonton! * Info 
booths, music, MORE! « July 9 (12-4pm) 


PIPING SAFARI MUSICAL/COMEDY CABARET 
Ramada Hotel and Convention Centre, Kingsway (420- 
1757) * Benefit cabaret, in support of the Edmonton 
Boys’ Pipe Band and the 2006 Edmonton Celtic Festival 
featuring Johnny Bagpipes (comedian), The Wajjo 
African Drummers, and the Kekeli Dancers and pipers * 
525 (adult)/$20 (student/senior) * Tickets available at 
TIX on the Square * july 8 (9pm) 


SNOW VALLEY GOLF CLASSIC Derrick Golf & Winter 
Club * . Excellent prizes including up to $80,000 in 
hole-in-one prizes * Dinner and Silent Auction to follow 
at Snow Valley * July 8 (Bam) 


SHINE AND DINE ON ALBERTA AVENUE NAIT, 
Parking lot K, 106 St, 118 Ave (471-2602) © Kick-off 
events for the Grand Prix auto race featuring a display 
of cars, food and entertainment * July 8-9 (noon-8pm) 


VOICE FOR ANIMALS WHITE ELEPHANT SALE 99St 
& 79Ave (490-0905) * fundraiser to support our efforts 
in helping animals * July 16 (10am-6pm) 


VOA MONTHLY SUMMER PICNIC Riverdale Hall 
Playground , 9231 - 100 Avenue « Bring a dish for 6 or 
more, something to sit on and cutlery, etc. Also, Ball 
Gloves, Frizzbies, Chess Boards, or what you like to play 
on hot summer afternoons, « july 10 (5:30pm) 


WHAT'S UP WITH INSURANCE FOR NON-PROFITS? 
9The Stanley Milner Library (Edmonton Room) « learn 
about the newly formed Alberta Voluntary Sector 
Insurance Council « July 12 (7:00-8:30pm) * Free 
Admission 


ARAOK 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every Thu 
(9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) * Every Wed-Sun 
(9pm): with Brad Scott 


BANKER'S PUB 16753-100 St epee * Every Fri- 
Sat (9pm-1am): Off-Key Entertainment wi 


BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd 

484-7751) + Every Thu-Sat (9:30pm): with Escapade 
itertainment 

BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne St, St. Albert, 418-6332 » 

Every Thu: Ladies night and karaoke 

BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) * Every Fri- 

Sat (10pm) 

BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) * Every Thu- 

Sat (9:30pm) 

BO’S BAR AND GRILL 10525 Jasper Ave (497-7800) « 

Every Tue (7:30-11:30pm): with Staci 

BUD’S LOUNGE St. Albert (458-3826) * Every Fri-Sat 

(9pm-1:30am) 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) = 

Every Sun (8pm): Hosted by Jeannie 

CEILI'S IRISH PUB 10338-109 St (426-5555) = Every 

Sat (9pm): Jameoke 


CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414-1111) * 
Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 


(CLIFF CLAYVIN’S 9710-105 St (424-1614) © Every fri- 
Sat (10pm) 


DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) * Every Fri-Sat 
(9:30pm): with Stone Rock 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave (474-5554) © Every Wed 
Karaoke 


FIRST CITY SPORTS LOUNGE 101 36-100 St (428- 
3399) * Every Sun (10pm) with Mr. Entertainment 


FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trall (478-4636) * Every Thu 
Sat (9pm): Name that tune with Peter 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every Tue-Wed 


(pm) 
HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwoods (402- 
0468) * Every Fri-Sat (9:30-1am) 


JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) © Every Fri 
(8:30pm): Name that tune 


KELLY’S 11540 Jasper Ave (451-8825) * Every Sun/Wed 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 1919-105 St (461-0587) ° Even 
Sat (10pm-2am): Gord’s Best Live Singing Show 


LB.’S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) * Every 
Tue/Thu (9:30pm) 


es PUB 6104 172 St (481-2786) * Karaoke eve) 


MICHAEL'S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Every Mon 
with Scott H 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1195) * Every Wed- 
Thu (9pm-2am): Off-Key Entertainment Z 


ORLANDO'S If 13509-127 St (451-7799) * Every Tue- 
Wed (9pm) 


OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr (454- 
et * Every Fri-Sat (9pm): Off-Key Entertainment wit 
‘onnle 


PEPPERS Westmount Centre, St. Albert Trall, 111 Ave 

(451-8022) * Every Thu 

ROSARIO’S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Daily 

(pm) 

ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 St (482-5152) * Every 

Sat (9pm) 

AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-10] 

Mon-Sat )); Sun (7} mn): with Rut + 
0315-124 St (482-1 200); ay @:30 mn 

si 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); Thu-*4 

(9:30pm-1:30am) : 

SECRETS 10345-106 St (423-5592) » Music Sports 1" 

* Every Thu 


ROSIE'S BAR 
St (423-3499); 


STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 St (465-5478) * Ever’ 
Wed-Fri (9pm) 

T. B'S PUB 62 St, Stony Plain Rd (443-2621) * Ever 
Fri-Sat: with Jeannie; games and prizes (9pm-2a™) 


Li 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every Fri-Sat (°P™ 
am) 


WHISTLE STOP PUB 24 Ave, 132 St (451-5506) * 
Every Wed-Thu: with Jeannie 

WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) * Eve’ 
Fri/Sat (9pm) 


woopys 11723 ‘Aye (488-6557) * Oper D2!) 
Argon) Every Sat- (rpremidnigh: wicy Ann 


YESTERDAY'S 205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert (459-075°),. 

Every Tue (9pm-1am): Off Key Entertainment with ™<° 

ZOCCA'S PUB 10807 Castledowns Rd (473-6337) fr ath 

Bey Sun/Wed (9pm-1am): Off-Key Entertainment“ 
le 
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to place your Classified ad in 
please phone Carol at 426-1996. 
Acca re Nestiy fete publication. 


1ess Opportunities 


0/Month or more just by stuffing 

at home FREE supplies. Rush a 

le essed seus envel Bee to: Suite 
ya3-V1, 14405-127 St, Edmt, AB,T6V 1M2 


5 Goji Juice? Get Himalayan Goji Juice and 
bol Toad to health and wealth Call 1-888- 
5.4693 or visit www.truehealing. freelife.com 


carpentry 


GARAGE FRAMING 
, GEC! asement develop- 
age PAG ent. Call 902-6276. a 


dance classes 


BELLY DANCE CLASSES 
yks starting July 26. All levels. No previous 
erq’d. Edmonton central & North 488-0706. 


classes 


LEARN TO MEDITATE 
Thurs, 7-9pm University area. 
in for meditation $10 - $5 for students 
12-1006 www.meditationalberta.org 


education 


Turn your dreams into a career! 
gister for the 6 Month Dramatic Arts Program! 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
1-866-231-8232 
wiww.vadastudios.com 


for sale 


QUIKIE G424 ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR 
ustom seat, charger and batteries, turns on a 
dime, good on slopes, better than power cart, 
3000 Lift Recliner, navy blue like new, $850. 


Serious inquiries only. 
460-8010 ‘f 
furniture for sale 


100% leather sofa, loveseat, and chair 
never used. Cost $4,200. $1,795. 
Free delivery. Can deliver 453-3755. 


help wanted 

stylist Req’d for busy salon. Min 5 yrs exp. 

cman & Dutch 5 aking, Hair ext. on wits 

Starting at 512/hr incl. benefits 
Earth Salon 

780-960-9231 www.redearthsalon.com 


Buy, Sell, Trade-ins, 
vault Cash, Placements, 
Special Events, 
Processing 


Get Paid on Every 
Transaction! 


Debet/Credit/Phone Card 
Terminals Available 


Minibanks.net 


help wanted Lmodsis «| 


Mister Driveway Asphalt Ltd. Comm. & res. Asphalt 
Sealing. Drendhe life of your asphall IF 1h : 
GREY-CALL TODAY! H 
471-2944/977-2277/467-5308 


shared accommodation 


NEAR WEM, furnished bdrm. including rec. rm, 
kitchen, laundry, sat. TV. Suitable for mature lady 
Non-smoking. $400/mo. 486-4988 


International Model and Talent agency requires extras 
actors and models of all ages. Please calf 432-4601 


a |__music instruction | 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night) and Th 
(day), perm/PT. Must have miata veins 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 
Ph 907-0550. 


drums, 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach, 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
perresncndence lope guaranteed. 


Part-time/Full-time 
Guaranteed Wage 


ic ¢ ;, 
quality music instruction since 19 


62- ; 
Call for Free info pack 1'888-270-2941, c 
Flexible Hours SEE PAGE 62 


Will Train 


ar ‘Vet Program Today for’ a|Job Temerie 
NCHEIC AUDIO VISUAL INSTITUTE 
en 


NW FILM & MUSIC BUSINESS 
AUDIO ENGINEERING & PRODUCTION 


WINALTA INC. 


is seeking carpenters, general labourers and 
handymen to work either day or afternoon 


OLVow 


DAYS or EVENINGS 
702-5519 


shifts. Fax resume to: 962-9523 Email: 
hr@winaltainc.com or apply in person: 
Corer of Hwy 60 & Yellowhead Trail. 


STUDENTS 


rooms for rent 


National Charity requires student Vee an GAME DESIGN - FILM & DIGITAL ARTS 
fundraisers! Paid Daily. Call Today, | bg, ly fun, house, main. faery 

Start TODAY! 4-9 PM shift. See Or TRIER Sever thie OMRAB) 2-5-7 ———— = 
Call Priority Group, 497-7969 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 
2 bedroom bungalow. 
Hardwood floors, ane living 
room, bedroom and bath in 
basement. Steel fence. 


* HELP WANTED x 


LOVE THE ARTS! 


Edmonton Symphony needs positive, 
articulate team players to promote it's 
upcoming season. If you fit this 
description, can work p/t evenings and 
want to make great money while working 


in a world class environment $118,500. ! 
CALL CHRIS: 401-2504 
CALL “a 1 WILL TRAIN YOU! 486-0963, 454-8185 


FREE INFO SESSION! 
Edmonton, Thursday, July 28th 


Call for details 


07. 
ah 
= “, §. 
vee .) 


Teach English Overseas 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
Online/Correspondence 
1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar 


‘Classes start soon 


Overseas Job ‘Student Loans 


FY 
TOLL FREE 


Tuesday @ 7pm Guaranteed “a 
- Limited space 
NEW LOCATION! 
See” oer| 
POSE CSORCOI Across fom Save-on-Foods)—=— Matin ancouver, i 3 


Grow with Aveda in Canada 


owant to advance their careers as Aveda Advisors 


jence Centres in Edmonton are seeking exceptional individuals wh 
Lae want to be, Aveda can take you there 


Expand your boundaries and embark on-a new creative challenge. Wherever you 


Positions are now available at our West Edmonton Mall and Aveda Academy Salon locations. Please submit your resume to: 


Ezmina Samaroo, Regional Manager — esamaroo@collega.com 


our interactive career event on Monday, July 11'" & Tuesday July 12" from 5—8pm 


YOU ARE INVITED to 
Aveda Academy Salon — 10632 Whyte Avenue, Edmonton 
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alt 
Sex 
column 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


This just in 


Dear Readers: 

It was just last week that we were talking 
about new information forcing us to 
come up with a new theory, even when 
it’s inconvenient or uncomfortable, 
right? That’s how science works, and 
that’s how we like it. That one was easy, 
though—it’s been years since those of us 
who follow such things had to adjust to 
the new and less romantic understand- 
ing of female ejaculation. Big deal. The 
information about male circumcision 
and HIV prevention is newer and more 
controversial, but a new study described 
in the Wall Street Journal appears—i said 
“appears”! It still needs to be evaluated 
and replicated!—to prove that circumci- 
sion reduces the transmission rate of HIV 
by about 70 per cent. 

That's huge. And discomforting. 

The trial, involving more than 3,000 
HIV-negative young men in a South 
African township, was very straightfor- 
ward: half the men were circumcised, 
half left alone and everyone continued 
to have unprotected sex with women. 
The intention was to compare results 
after 21 months, but after a year the 
results were so significant (10 uncircum- 
cised men contracted HIV for about 
every three circumcised men who did 
so) that the oversight board called the 
study off, as is common when the drug 
or other intervention being studied is so 
obviously effective that continuing the 
study would be unethical. (The ethical 
choice at this point is to offer treatment 
to everyone involved.) 

You will have noticed that this 
study addressed only HIV transmission 
via heterosexual intercourse, the main 
route of transmission in Africa. Here in 
the West, of course, you're far more 
likely to contract it through sharing 
needles or, if you're a gay man, unpro- 
tected anal intercourse, so these studies 
(several more of which are underway in 
Kenya and Uganda) are only marginally 
applicable to AIDS prevention policy 
here at home, where the long-bally- 
hooed heterosexual AIDS epidemic is 
still supposed to hit any day now but is 
being awtully poky about it. 

Here in the States, there's also a gen- 
eral sense that routine infant circumci- 
sion, having been declared 
“nontherapeutic” by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, is on its way out. 


Personals *Phone Services 


CLASSIFIE 


Education -Announcements 1 


Enlightened parents, citing female geni- 
tal mutilation and touting “genital 
integrity,” fling themselves between 
their helpless infants and the heartless, 
scalpel-wielding medical establishment. 
Nobody circumcises anymore—it’s just 
not done! The actual statistics, as com- 
piled by the Centers for Disease Control 
(www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/pubs/pub 
d/hestats/circumcisions/circumcisions.ht 
m), do not bear this out—circumcision 
rates have remained relatively stable 
over the last 20 years or so. These are 
national figures, though, while most of 
the people writing and rallying against 
circumcision are out here on the coasts, 
where once we're done breast-feeding 
(somewhere around kindergarten, | 
think) we offer our darlings only organic 
pre-masticated fruit and BGH-free 
yogurt while swaddling their tender bot- 
toms in free-trade, undyed organic cot- 
ton lovingly hand-laved in spring water. 

| seriously doubt that even the most 
compelling research coming out of the 
South African townships will sway the 
Whole Foods set back toward what the 
anti-circ crowd calls “the unkindest cut,” 
but | don’t see why it should, either. We 
may have been wrong—circumcision 
may (almost certainly will, in fact) prove 
to have major health benefits, but little 
Max (all Bobo baby boys are named 
Max, aren’t they?) will not be growing 
up in an environment where unprotect- 
ed intercourse with HIV-positive women 
is the norm. What is world-changing in 
sub-Saharan Africa may be close to use- 
less in the industrial West. Let’s wait and 
see what develops, and not do anything 
rash in the meantime. 

Also new this week is a study of self- 
described bisexual men (“Do they really 
exist?”) that makes me want to stick my 
fingers in my ears and sing lalalalala ‘til 
it goes away, but | don’t get to do that 
either. 101 young men who self-identi- 
fied as (approximately) one-third gay, 
one-third straight, and one-third bisexu- | 
al were hooked up to monitors and 
shown porn to determine whether the 
images that produced a physical 
response were consistent with their pro- 
fessed sexual preferences. Er, no. 

“Gay men showed arousal to images 
of men and little arousal to images of 
women, and heterosexual men showed 
arousal to women but not to men. But 
the men in the study who described | 
themselves as bisexual did not have pat- | 
terns of arousal that were consistent | 
with their stated attraction to men and | 
to women. Instead, about three-quarters 
of the group had arousal patterns identi- 
cal to those of gay men; the rest were 
indistinguishable from heterosexuals.” 

Nobody panic. We'll get back to 
this one. 

Love, Andrea © 


San Francisco. You can e-mail her a 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 


1 Phone 426-1996 trom 


1 Email: office@vueweekly.com 
Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton 


 *Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 


; *Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 
*Cheap Stuff «Music *Services ! 


°Up to 45 characters per line. 
1 


*Every letter, space or mark counts as 1 character. 
*Allow one space following punctuation. 


4 10 EASY RECONNECT. cet 


1-877-446-5877 


musical instruments 


Drums for sale, 4 black camber toms. Add to 
your drum kit behind bass drum. $200 obo. 
Excellent condition. 963-2081 


studios for rent 


Artist Studios & BUaane Space for rent. 
200-500 SF. Great Downtown location at the 
Great West Saddlery Bldg, 10137-104 St. 
Call Mike 429-4092. 


Want to know more about Stampin’ Up! 
Products, workshops & opportunities? Contact 
Linda, Stampin’ Up Demonstrator at 488-4787. 


Voice cartoons, write and voice commercials and 

more. Daily workshops available-auditions to fol- 

low www. sharkhtes studios com/workshops. htm 
Call 944-1686 


MEDITATION RETREAT 
Gunes at River Lodge in Spruce Grove. 
mitabha Kadampa Buddhist Centre. 
412-1006 or www.meditationalberta.org 


artist to artist 


FREE* FREEe FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
words FREE, peraine the ad is non-profit. Ads 

of more than 20 words will be subject to regular 

price or cruel editing. Free ads run for four weeks 
steele: on available space. For more info 
lease phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax Bee 

it off at 


2889/e-m office@vueweekly.com or dro 
uesday 


10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the 
before publication. 


Experienced director wants to direct your play for 
this years Fringe. Adrian 489-5411. 


Photos. FREE Band? Artist? Dance Troupe? Have 
done The Casualties, Cheap Trick, Buble. 8 MP 
shots for framing, press kits. FREE! Ph 914-8747. 


Call for submissions: Profiles Gallery looking for 
sculptors for In Sequence. Deadline: Sat, Oct. 1 
4pm). Ph Heidi, 780-460-4310 for info 


Experienced camera Te needed to shoot pilot 
Please call 951-4782. 


Auditions: The Three B's (Fringe 2005). 4 fem. roles. 
Non-Equity or CAEA Fringe agreement. Sides prov. 
Shane 403.969.0753 shane.anderson@shaw.ca 


artist to artist Mi 


Actors needed for short independent film 18- 
30 yrs Male/Female. For more info contact 
moreinfo@hestfilms.com 


*ACTORS WORKSHOP* 
nosteo oY CAROL TARLINGTON 


July 23/24 @ Grant MacEwan 
City Centre Campus 10700 104 
Ave. All ages welcome. Limited 

seating. Tickets available at 
Tix on the Square 420-1757. 
www.tarlingtontraini 


For more info CALL 709-6999 


ESPA seeking PT coordinators for independent 
media & art expo in Sept. (work begins july/Aug.) 
E-m: resume, cover letter to contact@edmontons- 


mallpress.org, ph 434-9236 for info. 


Looking for content for new TV station. Artists, 
bands, freaks send tapes to PUNK TV, 307, 11215 
Jasper Ave, Edmt, AB, TSK3L5 


Call to Enter ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist 
statement. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Art classes at Harcourt House Arts Centre. 
Register now! Ph 426-4180 or visit www. harcourt- 
house.ab.ca for more info. 


Call to Artists for William Hawrelak Park. 
Visual artist are invited to submit proposals for art- 
workd that will be installed in William Hawrelak 
Park, First Stage Submission: Wed, ppt for 
information package contact: Teresa Goldie 
(4242787) tgoldie@edmontonarts.ab.ca 


Art classes at Harcourt House Arts Centre. 
Register now! Ph 426-4180 or visit www.harcourt- 
house.ab.ca for more info. 


Art classes at Harcourt House Arts Centre. 
Register now! Ph 426-4180 or visit www-harcourt- 
house.ab.ca for more info. 


| Ladies FREE! | 


Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


HIND FRIENDSHIP & ROMANCE 
Fercsoral = 
ormnmnectiom 
44-TALKS 448-2557 


Must be 18+ Long disionce chorpes may apply 


7 string guitarist looking to start seri 
Must have drive & talent Females refers 
Cam after 6pm Mon-Fri 416-2610, 


U.C. - Leduc heavy rock band seeks fortyis 
player. Any instrument. Ofiginals, Ted, ! 
Peppers, Headstones, Tull. George 387-5 


Wanted: Bass player & lap steel/k 
for original band. Ph Shane 493-5079 os pl 
4101 (eve). 


WVUEWEEKL) 
CONTEST RULE: 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


the winner must be 18 or olde; 


© prize must be accepted as 
awarded 


© no one may enter any contest 
more than once 


© you may win only once every ¢ 
days 

© Vue Weekly reserves the right t 
exclude anyone from our contest 


© no staff, sponsors or members ( 
their immediate family may enter 


© the personal information of 
those who enter will not be sold 
but may be provided to contest 
sponsors 


the chances of winning depend 
on the number of entries receive 


by entering, entrants consent 
the use of their names by Vue 
Weekly for publicity 


© Vue Weekly is not responsible f 
prizes unclaimed after 15 days 


You have the Right to know 


604-0240 


24 Hour Service 
www.piservices.ca 


Trusted Service and Equipment Sales for A// Your Serveillance Needs 
~Over 30 Years of Investigation Experience~ 


FOR $12.50 
9am-Spm Monday to Friday 


THREE LINES Etats 
HEADLINE eax 20 cuans}: 


WUEWEEKLY @> 
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ale to male 


Seid 
builder seeks other male body builder 
of si worship i {un & ends. Call CA Pane 


aris FREE for women! 
Bob @ 2 No liabili 


2 code: 660 T8+. 


ex « trade workers FEMALES NEEDED!!! 
Make $799 US per month with a spy ca 
JESSICA your bedroom. Voyeur website is Bay 
HAIRED, GREEN EYED peaking for young attractive girls 
pusTY TY WITH BEA BEAUTIFUL TANNED Marnie tormereimn(as 


EVE 
Petite & Sexy Chat live or meet local ey men. Try us for free! 
Very open minded. Out calls 413-0580 (780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


SCOTT 
Rel Ge yedat Encounters 
Available for ALL 940-5824 


RED ERGPIGISTORIES + TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


All Man, ®= 
All Live. f 


GruiseLine. 


780.413.1122 


minutes: 1.900.451.2853 


Use FREE trial 
code: 2315 


48+. Restrictions may apply to all 


eVine NO MORE LONELY 


Gra pel 


“@ | NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: personas 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 


702.2223 


FM assumes no flab | 


eXpose your true self 


For Women Seeking Romantic 
Affairs & the Men Who 
: Want to Fulfill Them. 


SIGN-UP Over 375,000 
FREE! Ad Profiles 


q 


. she : \ 
a4 Safe ° Discleet + Anonymous 21+ 


1-866-742-2218 
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DONAVON FRANKENREITER 
JACK JOHNSON 


SOME LIVE SONGS EP AN ANSWER CAN BE FOU I F 


the fol low up ir self titled ; m 
debut CD w nich feat the smash joa G. Love and ay J, Margera’s skateboarding 
hit single "Swing, Swing". Frankenreiter. Includes a bonus well as for the group's ow 


as 


aims and 

| Through consistent touring the band hidden track by G. Love. other skate soundtracks. The band, 
has built a devout fan base and their who writes, produces and mixes their 

latest release “Move Along" is poised albums themselves have returned 

to vault the band's finely crafted mix with their latest effort "An Answer 

of rock/pop/mayhem to the next Can Be Found" featuring the first 

level. Features the first single single "Familiar Realm". 
"Dirty Little Secret". 


UNIVERSAL 
r. 


—S— 


EDMONTON Bonnie Doon Shopping Centre 780 469 6470 © Edmonton City Centre 
give rt 2 780 428 4521 © Kingsway Garden Mall 780 477 8222 © Millwoods Town Centre : d d 
‘ 780 463 1389 © Southgate Shopping Centre 780 438 2955 © West Ed Superstore muUSIC ° dvd e more 
the HMV gift card 720 4443381 


Price in effect until August 3/05 or while quantities last. HMV reserves the right to limit quantities. 
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